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Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse is now heard each Sunday in his Bible Study 
Hour broadcast over two stations reaching a great portion of the central 
part of our country. 





WHB —Kansas City, Mo. 
KGGF—Coffeyville, Kansas 


710 k.c. 
690 k.c. 


8:30 a.m. 
2:00 p.m. 


Your support of this radio Bible Study program has made it possible to take 
this forward step. Additional stations are now being considered to increase 
the outreach of this ministry. 


You are invited to have a share in the continuation and further extension of 


this Bible-centered program. New stations are added as rapidly as funds be- 
come available. All gifts should be sent to 


THE BIBLE STUDY HOUR 
BOX 2000 — PHILADELPHIA 3 - PA. 


Donations to this ministry are deductible for income tax purposes. 


(Base map—Copyright J. L. Smith Co., Phila., Pa.) 
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GIVING THAT 
PRODUCES 
AN 
INCOME 


THE GIFT 


By placing your funds ($100, 
$500, $1000 and upward) in 
Moody annuities you are assured 
of generous, regular financial re- 
turns for the rest of your life ... 
and yet you can help train young 
men and women to win souls 
for Christ. 


THE GIVER 


Complete satisfaction and assur- 

.. ance will be yours by having re- 

turns not affected by business 

“Sf ups and downs, and not requir- 

ing the worrisome attention usual 

investments do. Joy will be yours, 

too, because your gift helps to 

support gospel-science films 

and other world-wide Moody 
ministries. 


THE RECORD 


i . The Institute’s 44-year record of 





paying all dividends, without fail, 
on the due date assures every an- 
nuitant of unchanging and de- 
pendable returns. A large reserve 
fund, plus the corporate assets of 
the Institute, are back of all 
Moody annuity agreements. 


The interesting booklet DOUBLE DIVI- 
DENDS tells you all about the Moody 
annuity plan, how it can be arranged to svit 
your circumstances and provide possible tax 





exemptions. 
Mail the coupon today for your FREE copy. 

iain eet : 
Moody Bible Institute, 820 N. La Salle Street g 
Chicago 10, Ill. Dept. : 
Please send me DOuBLE DIVIDENDS, the story of g 
the Moody annuity plan. , o 
[J] | am under 20. Send me booklet A. H 
(_] | am interested in stewardship in its relation § 
to wills. Please send me folder, “Where & 
There's a Will.” 4 
a .o 4 Ox b¢6dn cn babe meh sche tation ry 
MUM 3 «cara: 2 ste ca rds ecient H 
EE oe oi a 5 ou nial Zone. ...State...... H 





Moody Annuities are Safe, Sound, Satisfying g 
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PARTNERS IN JAPAN 


Enclosed is our first monetary contribu- 
tion to The Bible Study Hour. I miss it 
very much already, and I have been here 
just two weeks. . . 

My husband and I should like to make 
ourselves useful for the Lord while we 
are here in Tokyo. 

Sincerely in Him, 
An Ohio subscriber 
Tokyo, Japan 


More than one person has listened to 
our radio studies over a long period of 
time without having any financial partici- 
pation in the work, and then, upon moving 
to a part of the world where the broad- 
cast is not obtainable, missed it so that 
they sent in their contribution even when 
they could no longer hear it. This is the 
case of a family who listened over the Co- 
lumbus, Ohio station until the husband’s 
Army unit was ordered to Japan. Perhaps 
some of you subscribers to ETERNITY would 
like to have a part in our broadcast work. 
There is slow, but constant expansion to 
different parts of the country, and we are 
hoping to buy time in yet other sections 
of the country. 


“ONE LORD, ONE FAITH” 


I have just concluded your excellent 
article on “The Study of Bible Prophecy” 
in the May issue of your new magazine, 
ETERNITY. Let me assure you that I deeply 
appreciate not only the spirit of your arti- 
cle, but the content of it. I feel you have 
stated the position strongly and fairly and 
that your article can only do good. I have 
been, and am, a premillenarian, but I 
have and will share fellowship in Christ 
with my brethren who may be amillenar- 
ian yet who hold to the great cardinal 
truths of our Christian faith. The coming 


of our Lord is too precious a truth to sepa- 
rate brethren who “love His appearing.” 
Sometime I hope it might be possible for 
us to have fellowship in the discussion of 
these matters that are so near to our 
hearts. 


Cordially in Him, 
Howarp W. FERRIN 
President of the Providence 
Bible Institute 
Providence, R. I. 


MARY ISSUE ACCLAIMED 


Received: the August issue today and 
reached the immediate conclusion, on pe- 
rusal, that I could not afford to be without 
the magazine. 

BerTHA L. SANDER 
La Grange, Il. 


I have been a subscriber from the first 
and I have enjoyed the new issues very 
much. Especially the August issue is worth 
its weight in gold. Thank you for uphold- 
ing the Word of God and may God rich- 
ly bless you and your entire staff. 


Mrs. JOHN G. SCHUHMANN 
Roselle, N. J. . 


Received my August number, and I wish 
every Protestant could have one. I also 
take the Converted Catholic. I give them 
to: folks and try to tell them what is coming 
but it seems useless. They seem more 
interested in sports and such things. Un- 
less our churches wake up, we surely will 
have trouble. I have an old book, Fox’s 
Book of Martyrs, and when I see what the 
Protestants suffered at the hands of Rome, 
it is enough to make us tremble. I do 
not think we will have peace on earth 
until our Lord comes. 

Jessie I. Lent 
Norton, Mass. 
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ASSUMPTION DOGMA 


We devoted the entire August edi- 
tion of Erernity to the Biblical Doc- 
trine of Mary and the Roman Catholic 
heresy of Mariolatry. We spoke of the 
fact that August 15th is the day that 
is called by the Roman Church “The 
Assumption of the Virgin” and point- 
ed out that either on that date, or one 
later in the year, the Roman Catholic 
Church would announce officially that 
Mary had been raised from the dead 
on the third day after her death, and 
that she had ascended into Heaven on 
that August 15th long ago. 

A United Press dispatch from Vati- 
can City on August 14th gives us the 
following information: “The Vatican 
announced today that Pope Pius would 
summon a secret consistory for procla- 
mation of the new dogma of the As- 
sumption of the Virgin Mary into 
Heaven.” 

“The Pope will hold the consistory 
October 30,” the announcement said. 
“On November | he will make the sol- 
emn proclamation of the dogma of the 
bodilv assumption of the Virgin Mary 
into Heaven.” 

“The new dogma is the first new 
one of the Roman Catholic Church in 
ninety-six years. It will make official 
what Catholics have long believed— 
that the Virgin Mary, immediately af- 
ter her death, entered bodily into 
Heaven. This will now be an Article 
of Faith for all Catholics.” 

It is November 1, therefore, that 
will see the official announcement of 
the blasphemy. Protestants will have 
many a discussion with Catholics on 
the subject. We are very thankful that 
our August edition was so well re- 
ceived, and that so many thousands of 
requests for copies came into our of- 
fices that it was necessary to put the 
forms back on the press and reprint 
another edition. Our first costs, hav- 
ing been absorbed in the regular edi- 
tion of the magazine, it is possible for 
us to furnish copies of this handbook 
on the Mary question at five for one 
dollar, postpaid, and eighteen dollars 
a hundred, cash with order. We be- 
lieve that every Protestant church in 
sections where there is a heavy Cath- 
olic population, should have copies of 
this number available for its members. 
If they are not properly inoculated 
with the Truth, the error of Rome can 
be very devastating. 





NEXT MONTH: 
WHAT THE JEWS BELIEVE 


The Editor comments on the 
momentous article in Life by the 
president of the Central Confer- 
ence of American Rabbis. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a kingdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 


and ever. Amen. (Rev._1:5, 6). 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 
the ministry of Eternity to His everlasting glory. 
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Every keen Christian delights to 
hear of the impact of the Bible upon 
people of other countries; but my ob- 
ject now is to bring the issue nearer 
home, and to examine our own atti- 
tude to Holy Scripture. 

It was my privilege last month in 
these pages to make a plea for the 
regular reading of Scripture; now I 
want to make a plea for the serious 
study of the Scriptures. Our Lord re- 
peatedly challenged His shearers with 
questions which, while assuming they 
read the Scriptures, also assumed that 
they did not know the meaning there- 
of. To the enquiring lawyer He said, 
“How readest thou?” And to many 
He put the pointed question, “Have ye 
never read?” charging some of the 
leaders of the day with the words: 
“Ye do err, not knowing the Scrip- 
tures, nor the power of God.” Philip 
the evangelist, joining the Ethiopian 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, asked 
his distinguished listener, “Under- 
standeth thou what thou readest?” 

Surely the discovery and teaching 
of the plain meaning of Holy Scrip- 
ture is one of the paramount needs of 
the day. Let every Bible-class leader 
and minister make it his supreme busi- 
ness to give the meaning of the Bible, 
as did one of old, for “Ezra opened 
the Book in the sight of all the people 
...and... (the scribes) read in the 
Book of the Law of God distinctly, 
and gave the sense, and caused them 
to understand the reading.” There is 





Mr. Mitchell is Home Director for Great 
Britain of the China Inland Mission and Chair- 
man of the English Keswick. 
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blessing in reading Scripture, but the 
real meaning and power and joy is 
reserved for the careful student, and 
it is here that so many of us fail. 
“Reading maketh a full man, 

Writing an exact man.” 

This became a living issue again 
quite recently when an esteemed Bish- 
op of the Church of England (himself 
a careful Bible student), compared 
his own youthful days, after his con- 
version, with the general tendency of 
the younger Christians today. “After 
our day in the office,” said the Bishop, 
“we went home to our evening meal 
and then we sat down to serious Bible 
study, with Bible, note-book, pen, 
ruler, concordance. We studied the 
Bible for several hours.” The Bishop 
then added this significant remark, 
“T doubt whether there is very much 
of that today.” 

If the good Bishop’s observations 
are correct, then I think I see imme- 
diately at least one reason for a num- 
ber of present day features in our 
Christian life, such features as: lack 
of Christian leadership, all too fre- 
quent backsliding, diminution of true 
evangelical zeal, lack of missionary 
recruits. 

“Surely there is a mine for silver and 
a place for gold which they refine.” 

Recently I was privileged to handle 
two of Mary Slessor’s Bibles. Let me 
quote from her biography: “Her own 
reading of the Bible was done early in 
the morning, as soon as it was light, 
generally about 5:30 a.m. when she 
took a fine pen and her Bible and 
turned to the Book she was studying 
in the Old or New Testament. She un- 


Make God your friend and confidant. 


“Search the 
Scriptures" 


“Give diligence to present thyself .. . 
holding a straight course in the word 
of truth.” 


by Fred Mitchell 


derlined the governing words and sen- 
tences as she went along in her en- 
deavor to grasp the meaning of the 
writer and the course of his argu- 
ments. Sometimes it would be three 
days before she would leave a chap- 
ter, but she did not leave it until she 
had some kind of idea as to its pur- 
pose, and then she filled the margins 
with her comments and became her 
own commentator.” I handled two of 
her volumes, full of pungent comments 
showing deep insight into the meaning 
of Holy Scripture. 

In Genesis 19:2,3, which records 
the destruction of Sodom and Gemor- 
rah, Lot addresses the two angel visi- 
tors “Behold now, my lords, turn in, 
I pray you, into your servant’s house 
... and they entered his house.” Mary 
Slessor’s comment is: “There are no 
homes in Sodom.” On verse 23 of 
the same chapter: “The sun was risen 
upon the earth when Lot entered into 
Zoar,” her comment is: “Sunrise is 
not always dawn.” 

Here is this great, brave missionary 
in the Calabar soaking herself in Holy 
Scripture, not superficially reading a 
small portion each morning and miss- 
ing the benefits and the blessing of the 
meaning, but wrestling with each 
chapter of the Word until she laid 
hold of its central theme and domi- 
nant meaning. I handled these two 
Bibles as treasures. 

“He breaketh open a shaft.” 

Young people sometimes ask me to- 
day, “Which Bible do you recom- 
mend? Do you think this or that ref- 
erence Bible is the best?” I always 
reply, “They may be good, but for me 
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the best reference is the ‘Mitchell’ Bi- 
ble—my own wide-margin. study Bi- 
ble, companion for years, filled with 
comments, alternative readings, and 
other notes which help me to under- 
stand the Word of God.” “How read- 
est thou?” “Understandest thou what 
thou readest?” 

“He putteth forth His hand upon the 
flinty rock; He overturneth the moun- 
tains by the roots.” 

I am pleading, therefore, for a re- 
turn to a painstaking study of the Bi- 
ble, that is, to put into the study of 
the Bible the same concentration and 
work as we must put into our science 
textbook or our language primer. It 
means hard work. Bible study is 
study, as Archbishop Trench wrote: 
“Holy Scripture is not a book for the 
slothful. It is a field, rather, upon the 
surface of which, sometimes we gather 
manna easily and without labor, given 
as it were, freely to our hands; yet of 
which many portions are to be culti- 
vated with pains and toil, ere they 
yield food for the service of man.” 

Holy Scripture is not a book for the 
slothful; it means hard work, but it 
yields great joy. Bible reading, if 
formal and superficial, may be a bore, 
but Bible study will never be, and he, 
who like Mary Slessor rises early or 
sits up late, with the Bible open, pen 
in hand and open notebook available, 
will often have to say with Jeremiah: 
“Thy words were found and I did eat 
them; and Thy Word was unto me 





the joy and rejoicing of mine heart” 
(Jer. 15:16), or, with the Psalmist: 
“T rejoice at Thy Word, as one that 
findeth great spoil” (Psa. 119: 162). 
Once taste the joy of firsthand Bible 
study, and nothing less will ever satis- 
fy again. The meat of the Word will 
replace the milk of predigested study. 
“His eye seeth every precious thing.” 

Shall I ever forget some of my own 
early studies, and the thrill of making 
some fresh discoveries, or, perhaps to 
speak more correctly, being rewarded 
by some fresh revelation? I can re- 
capture the emotion now, and thank 
God that both the study and the thrill 
have persisted with me through the 
years. I can remember now, over 
thirty years ago, reading the story of 
the flood—the gracious invitation of 
the Lord to Noah and his family to 
come into the ark. Never can I forget 
the joy of reading those words with 
meaning for the first time, “And the 
Lord shut them in” (Gen. 7:16). I 
had heard of a door with the latch on 
the inside, but here, as a young be- 
liever, I read of a door with the latch 
on the outside, a latch which God 
alone could open, and my trembling 
heart found its assurance as I read, 
“And the Lord shut them in.” 

“The thing which is hid bringeth he 
forth to light.” 

Nor can I easily forget reading, and 
appreciating for the first time, a verse 
in the Gospel. I was reading again 
of the Resurrection, and entering, in 





In Albany, N. Y., a rabbi recently performed a “black wedding," following an ancient 
eastern European tradition. A young Jewish couple, Norman Saltzburg and Johanne Wohl, 
were killed in an automobil ident on the day their engagement was to have been 
announced. The parents requested the rabbi to marry the couple. Their two coffins were 
placed side by side and the rabbi read the Hebrew marriage service, omitting all references 
to joy, and placed a ring on the girl's finger. A copy of the marriage writ was put in the 





girl's casket. 


Those who know the Gospel realize how hopeless such a ceremony really was, for the 
Lord has told us that. there is no marriage or giving in marriage after this life. The incident 
can teach us that some day certain things will be too late. Perhaps you have to ask 
forgiveness of a loved one. Ask it now. Death will come and it will be too late. Right 
the wrongs you have omitted. It will do no good to write out a request for forgiveness and 
drop it in a casket. There are things that must be done while life is here. 





spirit, with St. Peter into the empty 
tomb. This is the verse which arrested © 
me: “Then cometh Simon Peter . . 
and went into the sepulchre, and seeth 
the linen clothes lie, and the napkin, 
that was about His head, not lying 
with the linen clothes, but wrapped 
together in a place by itself” (John 
20:6,7). What comfort and unlim- 
ited resources of divine power that 
simple account suggests—no strug- 
gle with death; He arose, its Lord and 
complete Master; He burst the gates 
of death; and rising, He folded the 
napkin neatly and put it in a place 
by itself. And as I read, I thought 
also that perhaps in the home of Jo- 
seph and Mary of Nazareth, the chil- 
dren were taught to fold their nap- 
kins! Oh, the joy of Bible study. 
“And He winneth lumps of gold.” 

Never shall I cease to thank God for 
the unprivileged man who led me to 
Christ, and gave me my first instruc- 
tions in Bible Study. It was he who 
introduced me to my early studies in 
the tabernacle. Though such studies 
are often decried today, I still have 
them for my spiritual profit as I draw 
near to God in worship. And you can 
do it; you may have the joy of Bible 
study. 

Next to the joy of winning a soul, is 
that of discovering a nugget of pure 
gold in the Bible (incidentally, both 
joys are often bound together). Not 
much equipment is needed, just a Bi- 
ble, concordance, possibly a Bible 
dictionary, pen and ink, and above all 
a will to study, a willingness to work. 
The decision to put this before some 
other things, will ensure that the Bi- 
ble ever afterwards will be a rich mine 
of ever fresh delight. 

“How readest thou?” 


The Master is here and He is asking 
us 20th century Christians, “How 
readest thou?” “Understandest thou 
what thou readest?” Is our Bishop’s 
word and criticism sound? If so, we 
must change that. We who are young 
must roll the reproach away, and we 
who are older and have become neg- 
ligent of our Bibles, must recover the 
joy, the early joy, of Bible study! The 
Book demands something better than a 
careless reading, and as touching its 
Author and Subject, “He is worthy, 
then give Him nothing less than the 
best.” 

When quiet in my house I sit 

Thy Book be my companion still, 

My joy its sayings to repeat 

Talk o’er the records of Thy will; 
And search the oracles divine 
Till every heartfelt word be mine. 


CHARLES WESLEY. 
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Lhe Lrinity 


By DoNnALp GREY BARNHOUSE 


In the opening verses in the epistle to the Romans we 
find presented the Biblical doctrine of the Trinity. It 
is very important that we understand the nature of our 
God, for there can be no real blessing upon ourselves 
and our work if we are slighting any one of the mem- 
bers of the Godhead. 

In the first verse of the epistle we read of the Gospel 
of God. In the third verse we read that the Gospel 
concerns His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. In the fourth 
verse we read of the Spirit of holiness. In these verses 
we have the mention of all three members of the God- 
head in one context. 

The Bible doctrine of the Trinity is not ours by 
chance. It is quite true that the word “trinity” does not 
occur in the Bible, but the fact that God is in three 
persons is eminently true, and of the utmost impor- 
tance. It is well that we sing frequently in our churches: 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee: 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and Mighty! 

God in three persons, Blessed Trinity. 


Gop IN THREE PERSONS 


In order that we may understand what we mean 
when we sing “God in three persons,” let it be made 
clear what we mean by a person. The word has be- 
come common and has the meaning in ordinary speech 
of a human being. This, of course, is not the meaning 
of the word as we use it in theology. The fact that we 
may call ourselves persons is entirely apart from the 
fact that we are human beings, or that we have bodies. 
If you talk to a man who has had the misfortune to 
have lost an arm or a leg, or his eyes or his hearing, or 
to one of the terribly wounded of the war who might 
have lost almost all of these parts of the body, he will 
still be aware of his personality. He thinks, he feels, he 
determines. These are the marks of personality. We 
would define a person as any being who has knowledge, 
feelings and will. 

The true Christian believes as much as any Jew be- 
lieves it, that Jehovah our God is one God. Moses pro- 
claims it in Deuteronomy: “Hear, O Israel: Jehovah 
our God is one Jehovah: and thou shalt love Jehovah 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might. And these words, which I com- 
mand thee this day, shall be upon thy heart; and thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when 
thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, 





This is one of a series of sermons on the Epistle to the Romans which 
the Editor is preaching on The Bible Study Hour radio program. 
Other studies in this series will be printed here from time to time. 


‘ETERNITY 


For every moment there is an ample supply of grace. 


and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them 
for a sign upon thy hand, and they shall be for front- 
lets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them 
upon the door posts of thy house, and upon thy gates” 
(Deut. 6:4-9 R. V.). There, in the strongest language, 
is the teaching of our God that we are to spend time 
thinking about Him, and about the nature of His 
being. 

It has been argued that because this verse begins 
“Hear, O Israel: Jehovah our God is one Jehovah,” 
that this excludes the doctrine of the trinity. ‘The word 
for one is echawd, and it means not one in isolation, 
as much as it means one in unity. For example, the 
same word is used in the story of the creation of the 
first man and woman. Because of the nature of the 
creation of the woman, taken from the side of the 
man, God says, “Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and 
they shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). No one imagines 
that the man and his wife become one person, but in 
a divine way they become one, and the Hebrew word 
is the same that is used to describe the Godhead. 

We Christians do not believe that there are three 
Gods, but that there is one true God who is in three 
persons. It was St. Augustine who spoke of the fact 
that God is love, and used this as a proof of the Trinity. 
Love must have an object. So there was the eternal 
Father, the source of all love, the eternal Son,’ the 
object of that love, and the eternal Spirit of love be- 
tween them. And these three are one. 


“WE Know ... THAT WE KNow” 


We recognize immediately that the doctrine of the 
trinity is not “reasonable.” Even when you define the 
word “person” as carefully as language can define it, 
you do not make it acceptable to the intellect alone. 
I do not expect any listener to be intellectually con- 
vinced by a series of logical arguments and come to 
the rational conclusion that three equals one. I recall 
that Daniel Webster was once chided by an agnostic 
because he believed so strongly in the Trinity of the 
Godhead. “But Mr. Webster,” his opponent expostu- 
lated, “how can a man of your mental calibre believe 
that three equals one?” To which the great Webster 
replied, and I believe the answer indicates a meek and 
humble spirit before God, “I do not pretend fully to 
understand the arithmetic of Heaven now.” 

To anyone who has come to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the salvation from sin which He provided 
on the cross, there is no difficulty in acknowledging 
His deity. To anyone who has received the comfort 
of the Holy Spirit there is no difficulty in acknowledg- 
ing that He is indeed the Divine Comforter, come to 
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guide us into all truth. We know these things by a 
supernatural understanding. We do not attempt to 
explain it fully. It is a fact, and there are millions of 
people who rise to testify to the certain fact. 

Psychologically one certainty can be explained by 
an illustration that most psychologists would have to 
admit. When an individual is born again through faith 
in the blood of Jesus Christ, God plants within that 
individual a new life, and a new spirit which enables 
him to lay hold of certain truths and know that they 
are true even when he might not be able to have the 
full comprehension of the reasons for these truths. 
You can talk from morning till night to a man who 
has been born blind, and you will never be able to 
explain to him the colors of the spectrum as seen in 
the rainbow. He lacks one of the senses, and there is, 
unfortunately, nothing that can be done about it. So 
it is to the non-Christian who attempts to understand 
the things that are so surely known and believed by 
those who have come to Christ. John says, “We know 
that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an 
understanding, that we know Him that is true, and 
we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus 
Christ” (1 Jn. 5:20). Shorten it to “we know ... 
that we know.” The psychologist must admit that if 
true Christians have become the object of a miracle 
work of grace, and if we have received a new set of 
senses that the ordinary man does not have, and which 
cannot be procured by a college education, but only 
by the miracle work of God, then the Christian is able 
to know and understand certain things that are not 
comprehensible to the unsaved man, even as light is 
not comprehensible to the blind. 


The humble Christian need not be concerned about 
the attacks on the heart of the Christian faith, con- 
cerning the deity of the three persons in the Godhead. 
The Bible specifically says that we are to expect this 
lack of comprehension and belief. God, writing to the 
Corinthian church through Paul, says, “Wherefore I 
give you to understand, that no man speaking by the 
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man 
can say that Jesus is the Lord (Jehovah), but by the 
Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:3). It follows naturally that 
if it is impossible for any man to know that Jesus 
Christ is Jehovah God, except by a work of the Holy 
Spirit, then it is impossible for the man to know that 
the Holy Spirit is also of the Godhead, except by a 
work of grace in the human heart. 


THREE — ONE 


It is almost impossible to find an analogy to illustrate 
the doctrine of the Trinity. To use the material to 
describe the spiritual, to use the finite to describe the 
infinite, to use the natural to describe the supernatural, 
imposes a burden upon the teacher that is impossible 
to carry. I have turned this matter over in my mind 
for years, and have heard and discarded many supposed 
illustrations. The nearest I can get to it is an example 
that has great ‘lacks, but which may be helpful to 
some. At this moment any one of you may hold his 
hand before him and look at it. Between your eye and 
your hand there are three things which are one, and 
which are three. They may all be studied separately 
and it is impossible to have one without the others. 
Between your hand and your eye at this moment are 
light and heat and air. Your eye can see your hand 
because of the light waves that are in the visible spec- 
trum. Even in what we call darkness, when there is no 
visible light there are invisible rays, below the red and 


6 God blesses us that He may, through us, bless others. 


























EVERYDAY EXCUSES 
FOR REJECTING CHRIST 
1. Engrossed in possessions ____ Lk. 14:19 
2. Absorbed in business. Lk. 14:18 
3. Preoccupied at home Lk. 14:20 
4. Imprisoned in selfishness Lk. 16:19 
5. Deterred by cowardice _...-____ Mt. 8:26 
FAITH AND POWER 
1. Power to live Gal. 2:20 
2. Power to stand. Rom. 11:20; 2 Cor. 1:24 
3. Power to walk 2 Cor. 5:7 
4. Power to overcome 1 John 5:4 
5. Power to protect______ Eph. 6:16; 1 Thess. 5:8 











beyond the violet—infra-red and ultra-violet. Darkness 


‘is only a matter of human eyes. That which stimulates 


the rods and cones of our retina we call visible light, 
the rest, no less real, is invisible light. 

Before you in the light that you see there is also air. 
You may blow on your hand and you can feel the air 
that is there. You breathe it in, you breathe it out. You 
live by it. And there is heat between you and your 
hand. Take a thermometer and you can measure it 
and see its variations as you go from a warm room to 
the winter snow without. You cannot have light or 
air without having them at some temperature. You 
cannot have heat, or light, without having them in 
some relationship to our atmosphere. And you cannot 
have heat or air without having them in some relation- 
ship to light. Science can use any one of them apart 
from the others, but can never separate them totally. 
To all intents and purposes they are three and they 
are one. 

Now it is most interesting that the Bible speaks of 
these three things in their relationship to God. God 
calls Himself light, heat and air. It is written, “this 
then is the message which we have heard of Him, and 
declare unto you, that God is light, and in Him is no 
darkness at all” (1 John 1:5). And speaking of the judg- 
ment that must come upon ungodly men, “For our 
God is a consuming fire” (Heb. 12:29). There are 
many passages which say that God is a spirit, and we 
shall never understand this if we do not know that 
the common Greek word for spirit—pneuma—is related 
to the common Greek word for breath, and that it is 
at times translated “wind.” That is why a tire with 
air in it is called a pneumatic tire, why a drill run by 
compressed air is called a pneumatic drill, and why the 
disease of the breath box is called pneumonia. One 
verse, spoken by the Lord Jesus begins and ends with 
this word, “The wind — pneuma — bloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is 
every one that is born of the —pneuma— Spirit” 
(John 3:8). This is the common word that is used 
scores of times for the Holy Spirit—the breath of 
God. 
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THE NECESSITY OF REVELATION 


Later on in this first chapter of Romans it will be 
brought forth that God was in the process of revealing 
Himself to man. There are only two things that can 
be known of God by the faculty of reason. The one is 
His eternal power and the other His Godhead. This is 
not sufficient for the Christian heart. We must appeal 
to a jury of more than one of the human faculties. 
David said, “My heart and my flesh crieth for the 
living God” (Ps. 84:2). If one uses no more than 
reason, God declares him to be inexcusable. One of 
the greatest scientists of the past generation, Sir James 
Jeans of Cambridge, said that he was convinced from 
his laboratory work that behind the universe there was 
“something,” yes, even “a mathematical something.” But 
that does not satisfy the human heart. When I pray at 
night I do not wish to say, “Dear Mathematical Some- 
thing.” I want to know that the Heavenly Father is on 
the throne of the universe and that He understands me. 

This truth has been revealed by God to us. First of 
all He manifested Himself in His first person as the 
Creator and source of all things, the Creator of man- 
kind. After man had sinned God announced that He 
would come as the Redeemer, and in the fullness of 
time. He manifested Himself in this second person, in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally, He manifests Himself 
in His third person as the regenerating Spirit, coming 
to indwell the believer and to sanctify our beings, ever 
dwelling with us as our Comforter and Guide. 

It is evident that there have been these three modes 
of manifestation. We see our God in the stars and the 
flowers, in the soft winds, and the mighty phenomena 
of nature. And while we are aware of a deterioration 
in all of these things, we have His Word that it is a 
part of His curse upon sin, and that He is proceeding in 
an orderly fashion to bring back all things under His 
rule, whose right it is to reign. The sin of man made 
necessary the coming of the Redeemer. 

There is a remarkable passage in the book of the 
Proverbs which has not been set forth as it should have 
been before men. It is from the heart of the Old Testa- 
ment and it is talking about God. The oracle said, 
“Neither have I the knowledge of the Holy One. Who 
hath ascended up into Heaven and descended? Who 
hath gathered the wind into His fists?’ Who hath bound 
the waters in His garments? Who hath established all 
the ends of the earth?” (Prov. 30:3,4). And then 
comes this astonishing question—all the more astonish- 
ing because it comes from the heart of the Hebrew 
Old Testament, “What is His name, and what is His 
Son’s name, if Thou knowest?” We know, of course, 
that His name is the Lord Jehovah of Hosts. And we 
know that His Son’s name is the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
moment that it is understood that 


gether, and that this attempt is the book of Genesis. 
Scholars learnedly prate about the J document and the 
E document (along with others). But the moment that 
we understand that Elohim is the name of God as the 
Creator and Jehovah is the name of God as Redeemer, 
not only are the accounts comprehensible, but it is in- 
dispensable that they be as they are. Take just the ex- 
ample of Noah when the flood was about to break upon 
the earth. Some have imagined that there are traces of 
two accounts in the story because in one verse Noah was 
told to take two of all animals into the ark, and in an- 
other that he was to take seven of some into the ark. 
When we look more closely we find that it was Elohim, 
the creating, ordering, sustaining, maintaining God who 
ordered Noah to take two of every animal for their 
survival. Then it is Jehovah who told him to take 
seven of the animals of sacrifice into the ark, for there 
was to be the shedding of blood, and extra animals 
were thus provided. The narrative says, “And they 
went in as God (Elohim) commanded him, and Jeho- 
vah shut him in” (Gen. 7:16). Creator and Redeemer 
—acting together for the preservation and redemption 
of the race. And this we find to be the story throughout 
all of the Bible. Everywhere we see God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Sometimes the 
same deed is ascribed to each. Sometimes the three work 
together. Sometimes each does His effective part in the 
entire planned work. 


THE TRINITY IN CREATION 


In the creation we find the work done by all three of 
the Godhead. Genesis commences with the work of 
God the Father: “In the beginning God created the 
Heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). But the Gospel of 
John ascribes this same work to the Lord Jesus: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. All things were made by Him, 
and without Him was not anything made that was 
made” (John 1:1,2). And we read, again in the Old 
Testament, that the Holy Spirit is the Creator, for “By 
His Spirit He hath garnished the Heavens” (Job 26: 
13), and “The Spirit of God hath made me” (Job 33: 
4). We are forced to rely on the simple rule of mathe- 
matics that things ay a0 to the same things are equal to 
each other. In the language of the Bible there can be 
no doubt that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 
are One. 

We must be careful therefore when we name the 
names of the Trinity not to fall into the common error 
of thinking that the Godhead is composed of God, 
Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Rather we must say that 
the Trinity is God, God, and God, or God the Father, 


(Continued on page 45) 





the Father and Son were eternal, 
then we can understand much about 
the form of the Bible which sceptics 
cannot understand. Some have been 
misled by the fact that there are two 
names in the early chapters of Ge- 
nesis that are used of the Godhead. 
There is the name Elohim and the 
name Jehovah. Some have even 
imagined that there were different f 
peoples with different ideas about 
God and that they both wrote them 
down and that a later editor came 
along and hacked the two stories 
apart and attempted to put them to- 
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When we abide in Christ we shall bear fruit. 7 





Woodrow Wilson refused to recognize that the capital of 
the United States was Washington. All his official docu- 
ments were concluded, "Done in the District of Columbia.” 
All presidents since Wilson reverted to the formula that 
had been previously in use, “Done at the City of Wash- 
ington." Wilson's action was based on a technical wording 
of a congressional act of 1878 but custom has now estab- 
lished the name as Washington. Most people think that 
it is a city that has foundations. It will pass away. In the 
new earth its name will never be mentioned nor come into 
mind (Isa. 65:17). We belong to the city that has real 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God (Heb. 11:10). 
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REVEALING TELEVISION 


Life magazine recently ran a series 
of photographs on the story that tele- 
vision was revealing a lot of low-cut 
necklines. Television is revealing much 
more than that. 

Recently a group of church leaders 
met in Philadelphia to discuss prob- 
lems of religion and radio. They in- 
cluded television in their discussions 
and issued a statement concerning its 
use by the churches. According to the 
New York Times, a spokesman de- 
scribed as director of the Protestant 
Radio Commission, said, “The 
churches will not be denied access to 
the people of America through this 
medium. We will not bow before the 
demands that soap and cigarettes be 
first in people’s thinking, nor will the 
churches allow religious programing 
on television to be captured by so- 
called evangelists whose sole qualifica- 
tion is the ability to pay for network 
and station time.” 

That is all very revealing. It shows 
that the speaker does not think much 
of the so-called evangelists, and is one 
more straw in the condemnation of 
the liberals who become chairmen and 
directors of so many religious works. 
The so-called evangelists who have the 
ability to pay for network and station 
time are such men as Fuller, DeHaan, 
Crawford, Wyrtzen, etc., and they evi- 
dently have the added qualification of 
interesting enough listeners to secure 
the sizable sums that go to pay for the 
network time. In our own relatively 
small but growing work we are spend- 
ing more than a thousand dollars a 
week on radio time and Fuller is spend- 
ing more than ten times this amount. 
Our own plans include expansion to a 
budget of several thousand dollars a 
week. Someone must be blessed enough 
to be willing to pay for this, and we as- 
sure you that it is the combination of 
thousands of gifts that makes it pos- 
sible. 

I have long been convinced that 
such programs as those put on through 
the years by organized Protestantism 
from New York, for the most part, 
would never have remained on the ra- 


_dio for three months if they had been 


dependent on the gifts of interested lis- 
teners. 


If the churches exercise pressure to 


8 Living without God, man has no sense of direction. 
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get on television, we prophesy that the 
people will turn off the programs by 
the thousands. Is the church going to 
look around until it finds the most 
photogenic minister or the most volup- 
tuous soprano? We doubt if they will 
come up with much competition for 
Broadway and Hollywood. But sup- 
pose they do produce a Robert Taylor 
in the pulpit? Will they have the grace 
to write up on the scenery, “Man look- 
eth upon the outward appearance but 
the Lord looketh upon the heart”? 

I have thought up some television 
scripts that would probably get the 
true Gospel to a multitude of people. 
If someone has an extra oil-well that 
they wish to turn over for the launch- 
ing of the program, we can probably 
produce something that will be effec- 
tive and which will hold an audience. 
But will the national organization boys 
be interested? Not any .more than 
they are interested in the Gospel as 
preached by Fuller and the others. 
Television reveals the hearts of some 
men. 


NATIONAL DECLINE 


In 1898, a schoolteacher polled 1, 
440 children, aged twelve to fourteen 
to find out what sort of heroes and 
heroines the children had. In that day 
ninety percent of the children picked 
their heroes from history and letters. 
Washington and Lincoln led the list, 
followed by Whittier, Clara Barton, 
Julius Caesar, Christopher Columbus. 
Few of them gave first place to living 
notables; even such national- charac- 
ters as champion skater John S. John- 
son and heavyweight James J. Corbett 
rated only a handful of votes. 

Now, a professor in the Massachu- 
setts State Teachers College has taken 
a similar poll and discovered a great 
change in our modern youth. Only 
thirty-three percent picked their he- 
roes and heroines from history. Frank- 
lin Roosevelt had Washington 
and Lincoln, though Clara Barton still 
led among girls. Thirty-seven percent 
of the votes went to the contemporary 
stars of screen, sport, radio, and the 
comics. 

“It is a rather significant commen- 
tary,” concluded the professor, “that 
four times as many boys chose as their 


hero Gene Autry as chose Jesus 
Christ; that as many chose Jack Ben- 
ny as chose priests, ministers, and 


missionaries combined . . . and that, 
among the girls, twice as many wished 
to be like movie actresses as wished 
to be like all religious figures com- 
bined.” 

The real importance of this survey 
is that these young people are going 
to be the fathers and mothers of the 
next generation. Some may point out 
that, after all, the previous generation 
became the parents of the fathers and 
mothers of this generation. The an- 
swer is that the impact of modern in- 
ventions, the movies, radio, the news- 
papers and their comics, caused a 
disintegration. These things were al- 
lowed priorities in the home and the 
young people were not carefully 
trained against them. The next gener- 
ation will have even less discipline. 

Christians should in every way seek 
to place their children under the finest 
spiritual influence at all times, impress 
upon them the necessity of holy living 
and must seek to exert every effort to 
evangelize the children of parents who 
are lax. 

Ministers and Sunday school teach- 
ers must realize that anything other 
than solid presentation of the great 
evangelical truths can do nothing ulti- 
mately for the child. It is the Gospel 
that is the power of God unto sal- 
vation. 


VOCABULARY 


At the recent convention in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, of the Northern Baptists 
(now American Baptist Convention), 
the former president, Dr. Edwin T. 
Dahlberg, of Syracuse, New York, stat- 
ed that what Baptists and other Chris- 
tians need most is “an up-to-date lan- 
guage.” The modern mind, he said, 
no longer gets any meaning out of 
such phrases as “the precious name of 
Jesus,” “coming under the blood,” and 
“saved by grace.” What is needed now 
is a Martin Luther, of the new Refor- 
mation, to take historic doctrines of 
the Christian faith and re-interpret and 
restate them for the whole twentieth 
century, to read, believe, and obey. 
“God speed the coming of a genera- 
tion of preachers and evangelists who 
will proclaim the faith of our fathers 
in the language of our children.” 

If Dr. Dahlberg has been correctly 
quoted, we believe that his statement 
is exactly correct with the exception of 
one word. Instead of saying that “the 
modern mind no longer gets any mean- 
ing out of such phrases” it should be 
“the carnal mind no longer gets any 
meaning out of such phrases.” The 
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real point is, of course, that the carnal 
mind is enmity against God and is not 
subject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be” (Rom. 8:7). Such a 
statement as that of Dr. Dahlberg’s is, 
of course, an illustration of the fact 
that the inspiration of the Scriptures 
by God the Holy Spirit has been aban- 
doned by the speaker. If a man is 
born again by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, the vocabulary of the Bible will 
be precious to him. Paul pointed out 
in 1 Corinthians 2 that the Gospel had 
to be preached “not in the enticing 
words of man’s wisdom” but in “the 
words which the Holy Spirit teacheth, 
oman spiritual things with spirit- 
ual. 


The Lord Jesus Christ said when He 
was here on earth that He would send 
the Holy Spirit upon His return to 
Heaven and that the Holy Spirit would 
take of the things that are of Christ’s 
to minister them to the heart of the 
believer. Whenever the Holy Spirit 
has done this work, the name of Jesus 
Christ will be precious because He has 
become the Saviour. A heart that does 
not know that the name of Jesus is 
precious certainly does not know Jesus 
Christ as the atoning Saviour. 

The Lord Jesus Christ said that He 
came to give His life a ransom. A 
heart that has come under the blood 
knows that Jesus has given his life for 
the ransom, and understands and loves 
such a statement as “coming under the 
blood.” The Holy Spirit said that we 
were saved by grace, and a heart that 
has been saved by grace‘loves to talk 
about the grace of God. Dwight L. 
Moody rushed from his study into the 
streets of Chicago well after midnight 
when he had been spending several 
hours studying the doctrine of the 
grace of God. He was so full of the 
glory of the doctrine of grace that he 
accosted the first man he saw and said, 
“Do you know grace?” The man, of 
course, did not understand, and an- 
swered, “Grace?” “The grace of God 
that bringeth salvation that hath ap- 
peared to all men.” 

The story may be apocryphal, but 
there can be no doubt of the fact that 
the heart that has been to the cross 
and has known the touch that makes 
all things new will understand the 
name of Jesus, the blood, as the means 
of salvation, and the blood and the 
grace that bought it. The Gospel does 
not need restatement, it needs state- 
ment. 


ON TIME 
The press of Paris and of provincial 
France broke into a roar of laughter 
recently over an incident that took 


ETERNITY 


place at the iron gates of the Ministry 
of the Interior. Jules Moch, the cabinet 
Secretary for the Department, arrived 
at nine o'clock in the morning and 
ordered the gates locked. Soon there 
was a large crowd outside, not people 
who had come to do business with the 
Department, but employees who were 
late for work. In fact, it was discov- 
ered that 32 per cent were at their 
desks and 68 per cent were in the 
street. 

It is true, of course, that many peo- 
ple who arrive at the office late work 
long after the mass of employees go 
home, but the common jealousy of the 
boss is because he rolls in at ten 
o’clock, and no thought is taken of the 
fact that he may have been at his desk 
until midnight the night before. The 
masses have to be at work on time, and 
many of them develop ulcers in their 
worry about it. The stalled bus, the de- 
layed street car, the traffic jam are not 
incidents to be taken in passing, but 
are nerve-twisting, stomach-churning 
crises. 

We learn from Dagwood and 
Blondie that multitudes of homes in the 
morning are pathetic places. The car- 
toon strip could not exist were it not 
for the fact that it awakened a response 
in many minds. The mad dash for the 
front door, the gulping on the fly of 
what passes for breakfast, the run for 
the nearest transportation are all indi- 
cations of a rushed life that takes no 
thought of the calm and rest in the 
Lord which is not only the right but 
the duty of the Christian. Too few 
know the pleasure of arising leisurely, 
allowing time for the soul, in calm 
meditation of the glories of the grace 
of God. 

Many years ago the Editor learned 
the fact that the subconscious mind 
works all night, and that very fre- 
quently one would wake up in the 
morning thinking of all the things that 
had occupied the mind in the moments 
of going to sleep. He immediately de- 
sired to harness that fact to the spirit- 
ual life and surrender the subconscious 
to tke Lord. The result was that the 
verse that was being memorized at 
night came back to the mind in the 
morning, and we were able to shout 
(sometimes in outward silence, but in 
the harmony of the heart) : 

When morning gilds the skies, 
My heart, awaking, cries 

“May Jesus Christ be praised.” 
Alike at work and prayer, 

To Jesus I repair, 


“May Jesus Christ be praised.” 


This awakening will bring joy to the 
heart, and will keep you from having 
ulcers, and will get you to work on 
time. 


The Christian life is a dependent life. 


MEDITATION 


There is a difference between prayer 
and meditation. In prayer we are talk- 
ing to the Lord, in meditation we are 
thinking about Him. 


A story has been told by an ac- 
quaintance of the famed Dr. Thomas 
Chalmers of Edinburgh. The great 
preacher was walking down Princess 
Street, with his head bowed, deep in 
thought. The friend watched him and 
finally walked beside him and touched 
his sleeve. Chalmers looked up, still 
deep in thought, and said, “That’s a 
glorious verse—My God shall supply 
all your need according to His riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus.’” He had 
been deep in meditation. 


The Christian is not to spend all of 
his time in meditation. God has so or- 
dered and arranged life that there are 
times when we must not think of 
Christ. The surgeon who is in the 
midst of an operation, the accountant 
who is adding up a column of figures, 
the driver who is speeding through 
crowded streets at the wheel of a car, 
the student who is engrossed in a les- 
son in some secular subject, may not 
turn his thought away from the task at 
hand. These tasks and occupations are 
provided for us by the Lord Himself, 
and He will best be served by our 
obeying His command to do with all 
our might what our hands find to do 
(Col. 3:23). 


But the Christian who knows the 
Lord and loves the Word of God will 
find that there are breathing spells 
when it is possible to lift up the eyes 
from the surgery that is taking all the 
attention, or there will come the mo- 
ment at the completion of the addition 
of the column, or there will come the 
traffic light where we pause for a mo- 
ment and allow the spirit to catch up 
with us. In these moments there may 
be the thought of the Saviour and the 
remembrance of some one of the won- 
ders that are His glory. 


That is what the apostle meant when 
he said that the life of the believer 
was to be “Casting down imaginations 
and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). 
If you are able to cultivate this habit 
of occasional meditation, it will en- 
noble all your work. Even if you are a 
ditch digger, you will be a better ditch 
digger and if you are a surgeon, you 
will be a better surgeon. “As the hart 
panteth after the water brooks, so 
panteth my soul after Thee, O God” 
(Psa. 42:1). 
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The Korean Church —1945-1950 


By Harold Voelkel 


On August 15, 1945, the American Army landed in 
Korea to free the country from Japanese domination 
and bring liberty to the Church. During the war the 
demands by the Japanese militarists that all Koreans 
demonstrate their loyalty to the war program by bow- 
ing before Shinto shrines created a crisis for the Chris- 
tians. God’s Word is clear, ““Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image”; “Thou shalt not bow down 
thyself to them”: but the intolerant war leaders forced 
everybody to bow and each Christian was thereby 
brought to the alternative of obeying God’s command 
or compromising his faith. The Christians were told 
they could not live anywhere in the Japanese Empire 
if they did not bow. Many yielded but many remained 
faithful and suffered imprisonment, torture, and even 
death rather than disobey God. Church leaders were 
discredited, congregations scattered, church land and 
buildings sold, and in numbers of villages the evidence 
of all Christian activity removed. 

With the defeat of Japan and the establishment of 
religious freedom in Korea what happened generally 
can be illustrated from my own experience with Chris- 
tian groups near our station. I happened to be the 
first missionary to return to our station of Andong. In 
a nearby county there had been before the war 16 
churches. Aside from the church in the county-seat, 
all 15 congregations had disappeared, their leaders driv- 
en off, the people scattered, and the land and buildings 
sold. But within a year after my return, 
land had been secured, buildings erected, 
the congregations reassembled, and this 
rehabilitation accomplished by the Ko- 
reans themselves in a time of extreme 
financial difficulty without a penny’s 
help from America. We were amazed at 
the energy and enterprize of the native 
Christians as they overcame obstacles and 
demonstrated so forcibly the fact that no 
persecution can stifle or extinguish the 
eternal life that God gives to the be- 
liever. 

Before the war we had Bible institutes 
in each station of our Mission, staffed 
and supported largely by missionaries. 
There were sessions of two months each 
for men and women to train lay-preach- 
ers and Sunday School teachers who 
came in from the country districts in the 
winter during the lull in their work. 





Mr. Voelkel has been a missionary in Korea for 
more than twenty years. He has just been evacu- 
ated from his station in Andong, leaving all his 
household and personal goods behind. This is not 
his first experience of this kind. He was evacuated 
immediately after Pearl Harbor, but returned as 


10 The longer men live in fellowship with Christ, the stronger they grow. 


This article reached us from Japan just in time for 
this issue and appears here in place of the Editor’s 
projected study of the Korean situation. 


These schools were offensive to the Militarists and were 
closed during the war. Upon our return, however, we 
found the Koreans had reopened the institutes and in- 
stead of the two-months’ terms they were conducting a 
full year’s course in order to speed up the training of 
lay-workers that had been interrupted during the war. 
They met in makeshift buildings and the classes were 
taught by already overworked pastors, but the insti- 
tutes were operating and the support was entirely na- 
tive in a time of terrible inflation. The leaders were 
determined that the young people would be equipped 
and full of enthusiasm to labor effectively for Christ. 
When the Soviet troops arrived in Korea in accord- 
ance with the Yalta decision, it soon became apparent 
that they were hostile to the Church and refugees im- 
mediately began to find their way from the northern 
Russian area south to the American zone. As the Com- 
munist opposition intensified, the stream of refugees 
swelled until an average of 3,000 a day were fleeing 
across rough mountain passes and by sea in small boats. 
It is estimated that 100,000 Christians left home and 
possessions and risked their lives in order to find re- 
ligious liberty in the south. Many came to Seoul, the 
capital, and a number of refugee congregations were 
organized. The largest and best known is Bethany 
Church that reached a membership of 4,000. Despite 
their poverty Bethany congregation was able after four 
years to build the most beautiful church that has ever 





Photograph by R. C. Provost—Presbyterian Board 
A meeting in the farthest-out village in the Chidi San, Communist disaffected area. Dur- 
soon as it was possible to do so after the end of ing the night of the day this meeting was held (in January, 1950) Communists raided 
the war. the town and killed a number of people. 
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been erected in Korea. True, they were 
helped with a substantial gift from Amer- 
ica but at least two thirds of the entire 
cost of the building was borne by these 
Christians who had come to Seoul only 
a short time before, penniless. While 
building this church they conducted an 
orphanage, a refugee camp to shelter and 
feed their fellow northerners until they 
could care for themselves, and established 
a Christian Boys’ Academy with over 600 
students. When the recent North Korea 
attack came, plans were underway for 
the establishment of a girls’ high school 
and a college. 

A young Korean pastor, who had been 
working among Korean students in Ja- 
pan, returned to Seoul after the war and 
in seeking a place to house Christian stu- 
dents called upon the American Military 
Government and secured permission to 
occupy six former Japanese brothels (fre- 
quently the best built and most attractive 
places in a town) that had been vacated 
when the Japanese withdrew from Korea. 
Pak Yung-Chul, the pastor, turned these 
house into hostels, secured a nearby Japa- 
nese Buddhist Temple for a church, and 
has a thriving congregation of several hundred students, 
most of university grade. At a time when the average 
Korean was struggling with the high cost of living it 
can be appreciated what faith and ingenuity it took for 
Pak to raise the budget for his Christian hostel. 

Seminaries multiplied. Before the war our Presby- 
terian Seminary with about 200 students was almost 
entirely supported by the Mission and the professors 
were for the most part missionaries. At the time of the 
recent evaculation there were two Presbyterian semi- 
naries each with 300 students, with a mere sprinkling 
of part time missionary instructors and the financial 
support almost totally Korean. 

From the beginning of the American occupation the 
Communists’ design to create local disturbances and 
ultimately overthrow the Korean Government became 
apparent. Red uprisings here and there in the south 
resulted in the destroying of villages, the burning of 
churches, and the killing of Christians, and increased 
in violence until the Yusu incident when 500 police- 
men and their families were massacred. As the murder 
of Christians continued there arose spontaneously 
among the pastors in Seoul a determination to meet 
this Red threat with the Gospel. Special offerings were 
received in the churches and a group of over 30 pastors 
gave two weeks each of their time in a series of evange- 
listic campaigns in the disaffected areas, comforting the 
Christians and leading the terrorized people to faith 
and peace in Christ. 

With the success of these campaigns it was decided to 
include in the Movement special evangelism for stu- 
dents, and Robert Pierce, of Youth for Christ, and Rob- 
ert Finley, of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, were 
invited to come and help us. For over two months meet- 
ings were held in the large population centers with sur- 
prisingly large attendance and response. As it was the 
spring of the year, meetings could be held outdoors, and 
in Seoul crowds as large as 16,000 gathered in what had 
been a park, sitting on straw mats to hear the Gospel. 
In Inchun, the west coast port, a rather neglected city in 
the past as far as evangelism is concerned, 15,000 gath- 
ered in the evenings in the railroad plaza. In all the 
campaigns meetings were held on the way in high 
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A meeting in a mountain village where there has been a church for some time. 


schools and colleges, and at first it was thought that in 
government institutions and some private schools our 
message would have to be given obliquely, contrasting, 
for example, Christianity and Communism with the 
hope that the interest awakened would bring the stu- 
dents to the evening meetings. But to our delight we 
soon learned that we could give a direct evangelistic 
message and invitation, and the response was so great 
that frequently we felt the appeal had been misunder- 
stood and the invitation was repeated, “This is for 
those who have not yet accepted Christ as Saviour,” “for 
those who have not yet been born again.” Still they 
raised their hands, or stood, or waited afterwards to 
indicate in one way or another that they were coming 
to Christ to be saved. As we look back now, we see how 
God in His merciful providence was giving Korea an- 
other opportunity to hear the truth before the North 
Korea attack plunged the country into war. 

God has called out a church from all ranks of Ko- 
rean society. Recently a consideration of the country’s 
government leaders revealed that the following were 
Christians: the President, Dr. Syngman Rhee, the mayor 
of Seoul, more than half the members of the cabinet, 
thirty-one of the newly elected legislators, and three 
out of eight of the prefectural governors. 

The prosperity of the church has brought temptation 
with it as it always does, and it is sad to have to state 
that sectionalism and personal rivalry has resulted in 
shameful controversy. But the rank and file of the 
Church is alive, eager, aggressive, faithful, and self-sacri- 
ficing. Many congregations all over the country have 
held a daybreak prayer meeting every morning since 
the liberation in 1945. Groups as large as 4,000 gather 
on mountain tops to pray for revival and for their 
country’s liberation. 

One of the first reports that came through after the 
recent fall of Seoul to the Reds was that the Vice-Chair- 
man of the Legislature, a Presbyterian elder, had been 
executed. What the Church is passing through now and 
what the future holds for it no one can say, but out of 
our experience of the past we rest in the confidence of 
God's faithfulness to keep the Korean Church true and 
faithful unto death. Tur Enp 
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AND TERAH TOOK ABRAM HIS SON 


(11:31) 
October 1 


When the story is analyzed it is seen 
that behind this action there was the faith 
of the son Abram. We shall see that God 
appeared to him and gave him the orders. 
It was evidently Abram’s determination to 
go that finally moved Terah, his father, 
to join the procession. Abram was obeying 
God, but he acknowledged his earthly 
father’s rightful position and seemed to 
accompany him. It turned out to be a 
compromising thing, and Abram lost sev- 
eral years by allowing his father to mix 
in the action that derived from the call 
and command of God. Terah was a devil 
worshiper, and when he started to run 
the party of which his son was a member, 
he ran it according to his owm earthly 
ideas and not according to the simplicity 
of the command. 


LORD, GIVE US AN UNCOMPROMISING 
OBEDIENCE. 


THEY CAME TO HARAN AND 
DWELT THERE (11:31) 
October 2 


The world has many a half-way house 
on the road to God’s will. The orders 
were: Destination Canaan. The execution 
was: long stop in Haran. Terah probably 
created a great emotional scene when his 
son announced that God had called him 
to go to a far country which he had never 
seen. Finally the old man says he will go 
too. Since he had the rights of the father, 
Abram soon deferred to his wishes and 
the long halt took place. Terah probably 
was very proud of his religious progress. 
Had he not given up Ur? Was he not 
well out into the desert? Could he not 
glory in his progress? But the answer was 
soon to be evident. Terah died in Haran. 


LORD, MAY WE CONTINUE TO THY 
DESTINATION. 


THE LORD SAID UNTO ABRAM (12:1) 
October 3 


God could have made a covenant with 
Adam, or with Abel, or with Enoch, or 
with Noah, but He chose to wait until 
the time of Abram. Why? There is only 
one answer: It pleased God to do it that 
way. There was no more in Abram than 
there was in any of the others. God did 
not choose Abram because of anything 
good in Abram, but because of the love 
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in the heart of God. And the Lord dis- 
tinctly declares: “I called him alone” (Isa. 
51:2).. There were others just as needy, 
some perhaps morally better, but God is 
sovereign in all that He does. The only 
explanation is: “Even so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in Thy sight” (Mt. 11:26). 
If God were obliged to save any man, 
salvation could not be by grace. 


LORD, WE PRAISE THEE THAT THOU DID 
IT ALL THYSELF. 


GET THEE OUT (12:1) 
October 4 


The Lord saves us for Heaven in the 
future but He also saves us for separation 
from the world here and now. God never 
intended that any believer should be saved 
and then remain a worldling in the. world. 
True, we are not taken out of the world 
but we are separated from it, and that is 
an action that we must keep on perform- 
ing because of the constraining love that 
God has given us. Anyone who thinks that 
it is possible to become a believer and 
continue plunged in the same worldliness 
in which we were when the Lord called 
us has no real picture of salvation. The 
impetus of our separation is that we recog- 
nize that we were saved by grace alone, 
unsought and unmerited. 

LORD, HELP US TO GET OUT. 


OF THY COUNTRY (12:1) 
October 5 


The reason for this is the failure of man- 
kind on a national basis at the tower of 
Babel. God purposes to rule this earth in 
righteousness, and He purposes to do it 
by means of men. When the race failed 
as a group, God created nationality as a 
curse, and we must never forget that it 
is a curse. Then God set up by sovereign 
grace one man as the head of a nation 
through whom righteousness should come 
to the earth in the Saviour, and to whom 
government should one day be committed. 
Here is the real reason for Anti-semitism. 
The Devil knows that he himself is a pre- 
tender to earth power, and that the race 
of Abraham has been called to become 
a nation and ultimately make a mockery of 
Satan’s pretended power. 


LORD, MAY WE REMEMBER THAT THOU 
ART OUR SOVEREIGN. 


Christ crowds out trouble with peace. 
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AND FROM THY KINDRED (12:1) 
October 6 


It seems heartless and inhuman to ask 
a son to leave his father and family, but 
we shall see that God was asking the son 
to leave godless father and godless family. 
Joshua says, “Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel, Your fathers. dwelt on the other 
side of the flood (i.e., over the Euphrates 
and Tigris) in old time, even Terah the 
father of Abraham . . . and they served 
other gods. . . . Now therefore put away 
the gods which your fathers served . . .” 
(Josh. 24:2,14). And we remember that 
later in the days of Jacob Rachel stole 
her father’s idols and sat upon them when 
he searched her tent. Is it amy wonder 
that God told Abram to leave his kindred? 
The path of holiness is a path of separa- 
tion. 


LORD, MAKE US WILLING TO LEAVE. 


FROM THY FATHER’S HOUSE (12:1) 
October 7 


The hardest place to leave is home. 
Here is the place where we have gained 
our sense of security in life and have known 
the shelter of protection, If it is going 
to stand between us and dependence upon 
the Lord we must leave it. We must not 
follow a path of willfulness in doing this. 
I saw a cartoon showing a young wife 
saying to her young husband, “I’d leave 
and go home to my parents-if they weren’t 
sc unreasonable also.” The fact was, of 
course, that she was willful and when 
crossed wanted to go where she could have 
her own way. That should never be done. 
If you can have the Lord’s way and stay 
home, then stay by all means and thank 
God, but otherwise get out into the place 
of the Lord’s will. 


LORD, GIVE US STRENGTH FOR THE AM- 
PUTATIONS THAT ARE NECESSARY. 


A LAND THAT I WILL SHOW THEE 
(12:1) 
October & 
It makes no difference where it is or 
what is its geology or geography. If the 
Lord leads us there, then it is the land 
for us. If the Lord does not lead us then 
it can never be the right land, even though 
it is paved with diamonds. Literally, Abram 
was being led out of the land of Ur into 
the land of Canaan. Spiritually, Abram 
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was being led out into the heavenly coun- 
try. He thus confessed that he was a 
pilgrim and a stranger in the earth, and 
“they that say such things declare plainly 
that they seek a country; and truly, if 
they had been mindful of that country 
from whence they came out, they might 
have had opportunity to have returned. 
But now they desire a better country, that 
is, an heavenly, wherefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God” (Heb. 
11:14-16) . 

LORD, KEEP OUR MINDS ON THE BETTER 
COUNTRY. 


1 WILL MAKE OF THEE A GREAT 
NATION (12:2) 
October 9 


This is the first of the unconditional 
promises. Some promises have conditions 
that are attached and the fulfillment is 
limited by the keeping of the promise. 
“I will do this if you will do that.” If 
God’s promises had had conditions they 
could never have been kept, for we do 
not have the power to keep any condition 
whatsoever. Therefore the promises must 
be in pure grace, and without conditions. 
“I will make of thee a great nation.” But 
Lord, Abraham might have said, suppose 
I get out of Thy will? “I will make of 
Thee a great nation.” But, Lord, suppose 
my posterity should become idolators? “I 
will make of Thee a great nation.” But, 
Lord, suppose my descendants should 
crucify Thy Son? “I will make of Thee a 
great nation.” The promise is not because 
of what you might or might not do or be. 
but because of My grace and My design. 
LORD, OUR HEARTS OVERFLOW WITH 
THE THOUGHT OF THY GRACE. 


1 WILL BLESS THEE (12:2) 
October 10 


But, Lord, suppose Abraham becomes 
a liar and breaks whatever conditions there 
are? “I will bless thee.” But suppose his 
grandson, Jacob, becomes a crook? “I will 
bless thee.” But suppose his greatest son, 
David, becomes an adulterer and a mur- 
derer? “I will bless thee.” But suppose 
the nation gets so evil that it is necessary 
to scatter them in judgment throughout 
the earth? “I will bless thee.” But can 
man’s sin never make Thee a liar? “I will 
bless thee.” Why, Lord? Because I am 
the God who will say: “If we believe not, 
yet He abideth faithful; He cannot deny 
Himself” (2 Tim. 2:13). But Lord, this 
is unmerited grace! Yes, this is unmerited 


grace. 
LORD, KEEP DEALING WITH US IN GRACE. 


1 WILL MAKE THY NAME GREAT 
(12:2) 
October 11 
Jews have been named Abraham by the 
thousands; Mohammedans have been 
named Abraham by the thousands; Chris- 
tians have been named Abraham by the 
thousands. Abraham is one of the very 
few universal names. But the greatness 
involved in the promise was not merely 
that the literal name would be widely 
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used. Abram was to become Abraham and 
thus be the father of many nations, both 
a physical seed in the nation and a spiritual 
seed in the church. The act of leaving 
Ur and going to the land of Canaan would 
give him the other name—Hebrew—which 
means “one who crossed over.” And, most 
of all, Abraham is the name that is bound 
up with all of the promises of God. The 
name is found 74 times in the New Testa- 
ment. 

LORD, GIVE US THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM. 


THOU SHALT BE A BLESSING (12:2) 
October 12 
How can a man who is of the lost race 
of Adam be a blessing to another? There 
is only one possible way in which this 
can be true, and that is that he shall 
become a channel by which God shall 
pour Himself out through the man. Human 
breath is foul and can carry nothing but 
the miasma of death. But the Holy Spirit 
—the Holy Breath—can come through the 
throat of a man and bring blessing to 
multitudes because it is the breath of God, 
pure and undefiled. God used Abraham 
as a nest in which to hatch out all the 
divine principles of salvation by grace and 
thus he became a blessing. I know he has 
been a blessing to me, and I am sure that 
if you think of the Scriptures you will 
understand how Abraham has been a bless- 
ing to you. 
LORD, MAKE US A BLESSING. 


1 WILL BLESS THEM THAT 
BLESS THEE (12:3) 
October 13 


Only eternity will reveal how true this 
has been in the history of the nations. 
Only the Gibeonites were spared when 
Israel entered the land of Canaan, for 
they sought a covenant with God’s people. 
I believe that the Lord has blessed the 
United States because we became a haven 
for the persecuted Jews, scattered through- 
out the world. And down in the future, 
at the judgment of the nations it is written 
that the Lord Jesus Christ will say to 
the nations on His right hand, “Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these My brethren, ye have done it 
unto Me” (Mt. 25:40). His brethren, of 
course, are the children of Abraham living 
at that day; and the passage takes on its 
real meaning when seen in this light. 
LORD, GIVE US A TRUE LOVE FOR ISRAEL. 


1 WILL CURSE HIM THAT CURSETH 
THEE (12:3) 
October 14 


When a man dies a physician has to 
write upon the death certificate the cause 
of his death. When a nation dies, more 
often than not, the cause of death is that 
the nation has mistreated the Jews. When 
Ham rebelled against Shem, one by one 
the tribes of Ham were destroyed: Egypt, 
Canaan, the Hittites. When the Greeks 
overran Palestine and desecrated the altar 
in the Jewish temple they were soon de- 
stroyed by Rome. When Rome killed 
Paul and many others, and destroyed 
Jerusalem under Titus, Rome soon fell. 


Spain was reduced to a fifth-rate nation 
after the Inquisition against the Jews; 
Poland fell after the pogroms; Hitler Ger- 
many went down after its anti-Semitism; 
Britain lost its empire when it broke its 
promise to Israel. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU 
DOST CARE FIERCELY FOR THINE OWN. 


IN THEE SHALL ALL FAMILIES OF 
THE EARTH BE BLESSED (12:3) 
October 15 
Here is another great promise of the. 
Saviour. For, even as unborn Levi was 
in the loins of Abraham long before he 
was born (Heb. 7:10), so the humanity 
of the Lord Jesus was in the loins of 
Abraham. Thus there will be some saved 
in every people (and we stress the literal- 
ness of the word), in every kingdom, in 
every tongue, in every tribe and in every 
nation (Rev. 5:9). There is no tribe so 
remote that it shall not be reached and 
touched by the God of Abraham, through 
the great Son of Abraham, who shall pluck 
brands from the burning out of every 
family of men. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT ABRAHAM'S 
BLESSING HAS REACHED TO US. 


ABRAHAM DEPARTED AS THE LORD 
HAD SPOKEN UNTO HIM (12:4) 
October 16 
It is a great thing to obey God, and to 
obey Him meticulously. The fact that he 
had allowed his old father to go along 
with him at first, even to the extent of 
allowing the neighbors, apparently, to 
think that Terah was managing the ex- 
pedition (11:31), is now passed over. 
Nothing but the obedience of faith is 
in view here. When the Lord tells the 
story in the eleventh of Hebrews there 
will not be even a hint of the delayed 
obedience, it will be one straight account 
of Abraham’s travels, and it will read, 
“By faith Abraham, when he was called 
to go out .. . obeyed” (Heb. 11:8). Thus 
grace covers. our slowness, our hesitancies, 
our disobediences, our failures. They are 
all swallowed up in the grace that is in 
Christ. 
LORD, MAKE US SWIFT TO OBEY. 


LOT WENT WITH HIM (12:4) 
October 17 
Of all the idolators of the land of Ur 
it would seem that only Lot caught the 
same vision as that which was given to 
Abraham and Sarah. Lot believed God. 
Something in the faith and life of his 
uncle Abraham caused him to see the 
glory that had been revealed to Abraham, 
and he would go with him to the end. He 
would not be as strong as Abraham; he 
would cause him a lot of trouble; he 
would not even be able to save his wife 
and children, but he himself would be 
justified, and reach the heavenly land as 
well as the land of Canaan. He would be 
the type of those whom the strong reach 
and carry to glory by a faith that prevails. 
LORD, GIVE US FAITH TO HOLD ON FOR 
THE WEAK. 
(Continued on page 40) 


Let us trust Him, and be done with worry. 13 
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... continue in the faith grounded 
and settled, and be not moved 
away from the hope of the gospel, 
which ye have heard .. . 
Colossians 1:23 


The accent today is on revival 
and well it may be. Throughout 
the course of church history, when 
Christians and churches have 
fallen into apathy, God has sent 
an awakening. It has been a glori- 
ous trail reaching back through 
the days of Bill Sunday and Gipsy 
Smith and Moody and Finney and 
Wesley and Whitefield and many 
others who have roused the slum- 
bering saints from ease in Zion. 
It has always been a needed min- 
istry and will continue to be throughout this pres- 
ent age, Christians and churches being what they are. 
This present writer has tried to do his bit to kindle 
revival fires here and there, to fan dormant coals 
into flame, to assist a Timothy now and then to stir up 
the gift of God within him. 

But while the emphasis today is on revival, it is al- 
ways good to balance our thinking with some other 
considerations. It would seem that some accept the stu- 
por of the saints as inevitable and think the alternate 
drooping and reviving of churches to be normal, a per- 
fectly natural sequence to be expected like winter and 
spring. 

There will indeed be fluctuations, high and low tides 
in spiritual experience, but just because most Christians 
and churches need a periodic stirring up does not mean 
that it should or need be so. Our emotional states will 
rise and fall but our spiritual condition was never in- 
tended to run up and down like a thermometer in 
April. We are in danger of thinking of revival as an 
occasional shot in the arm, a spurt of religious en- 
thusiasm that soon plays out. God never intended that 
His people should live by fits and starts and spells and 
spasms. With churches on almost every other corner, it 
is pathetic that we should have to call in a special 
preacher to revive us every year. If we walked with 
God and kept up to date with Him, we should not need 
special meetings in order to catch up with Him again. 
If we had a daily “vival” we should not need an annual 
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revival. 1lf we walked daily as 
children of the day we would not 
need awakening every year. 

After all, true revival is simply 
normal New Testament Chris- 
tianity. If a revival is more or less 
than that, it will produce sad con- 
sequences. There is a variety of 
Christian today who lives on ex- 
citement, running from preacher 
to preacher, meeting to meeting, 
living a hectic nervous life of 
backsliding and repenting, un- 
dependable. These abnormal souls live as though the 
normal Christian life were one steady shuttling from 
Bethel to Shechem to Bethel. 

The Scriptures do indeed summon us to an awaken- 
ing when we grow cold and sleep. But it is evident 
throughout the Word of God that the Christian should 
not need such an arousing. The Bible note is that of 
faithfulness, patient continuance, abiding in Christ, be- 
ing instant in season and out., We are not to be chil- 
dren, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, but we are to grow up and “be our 
age.” We are not to be ever learning and never able to 
come to a knowledge of the truth. We are not to be 
weary in well doing. We are to pray without ceasing. 
Consider how Paul exhorted the Thessalonians who 
had grown excited over the Lord’s return to the neglect 
of daily Christian faithfulness. His standard for bishops 
and deacons calls for steady, practical day-by-day in- 
tegrity. His instructions to women offer no encourage- 
ment to that flighty type of enthusiast who neglects 
home and husband and children in a round of meet- 
ings. A sermon on “keepers at home” in this age of 
baby-sitters would cause quite a commotion in some 
churches! 

Then we have the variety that walks the aisles at 
every consecration meeting, saying “I go, Sir” but never 
going. Some seem to accept backsliding, love waxing 
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cold, as a normal condition and never expect to live in 
daily victory. The Scriptural standard for every day is 
not sinless perfection but it is a life of constant faith 
and obedience. The occasional wreck is possible but is 
not on the timetable! 

Spiritual health, like physical health, is generally a 
matter of food, rest, and exercise. Neglect these and we 
are unwell. The body was not meant to be run on 
stimulants, fed one week and starved the next. There 
are plenty of cases where trying to get a week’s exercise 
or food at once landed somebody in a hospital. There 
are indeed times when radical treatment is necessary, 
when surgery is required, and there are times in spir- 
itual experience when God must operate, when we must 
cut off the offending hand or foot or pluck out the 
troublesome eye. But these are the exceptions that 
prove the rule and even they might not be necessary 
had we fed on God’s Word, rested in the Lord and ex- 
ercised ourselves unto godliness. Normal spiritual health 
that glows daily is much more pleasing to God than oc- 
casional spurts of stimulated vitality that leave us with 
a hangover. True revival, of course, leaves no such 
after-effect. “The joy of the Lord it maketh rich and 
He addeth no sorrow with it.” But revival is a re- 
surgence of normal spiritual vitality in those who have 
been subnormal and, had they kept God’s laws for 
health of soul, no such revival would be necessary. Real 
revival makes the subnormal normal. Beware of those 
religious sprees that make the normal abnormal! In 
any case true spiritual health can be maintained by 
God’s grace so that we become neither subnormal nor 
abnormal. 

Do we not have an illustration of this principle in 
married life? Some husbands and wives live in a con- 
tinual series of misunderstandings and making up 
again, quarrels and reconciliations. How much better 
is that steady and constant companionship and fidelity, 
not perfect but growing richer and sweeter with the 
years! For all the appearances in the movies and news- 
papers there are thousands of men and women who 
have traveled together along life’s way not enduring 
but enjoying each other’s company in a dependable, 
ever-deepening harmony. Now the believer is wedded 
to Christ (Rom. 7:4) and the normal course of such 
fellowship is not that we should continually grow cold 
and get out of fellowship until some special interven- 
tion brings us back again. It is unthinkable that anyone 
should accept backsliding as an inevitable experience to 
be expected as a matter of course. Ephesus had no 
business leaving her first love, Laodicea has no reason 
for growing lukewarm. The Christian life is a love- 
affair between the soul and Christ that makes the Song 
of Solomon a thoroughly understandable book to the 
man or woman who really knows how to sing, “Jesus, 
Lover of My Soul.” The Scriptures 


is the enemy of God” (James 4:4). 

I have engaged in revivals for years but I wish that 
such work were not necessary. It need not be and 
would not be if believers followed faith in Christ with 
fellowship and faithfulness. Enoch walked with God. 
I am sure that he did not need a revival every year to 
keep him going. If there must be spiritual surgery and 
catharsis, the crisis should be followed by continuance, 
“patient continuance in well doing” (Rom. 2:7), con- 
tinuing in the perfect law of liberty (James 1:25). 
CRIsIs WITHOUT CONTINUANCE LEADS TO CHAOS. Habitual 
backsliding and repenting is not the Bible standard. 
We are to continue in the faith grounded and settled 
(Col. 1:23), rooted and built up in Christ and stab- 
lished in the faith (Col. 2:7). The terminology of the 
New Testament, “sober,” “stablished,” “settled,” 
“grounded,” “firm,” “steadfast,” offers no encourage- 
ment to the flighty saint who must be revived continu- 
ally. It is required of us stewards that we be faithful, 
not fitful. 

Looking back through the years, I am more and more 
persuaded that my own father was a truly great Chris- 
tian. He was faithful to Christ and the church. It re- 
quired no movies, magic, or special music to entice him 
to God’s house. No sensational preacher had to come 
along to lure him to the sanctuary. Sunday after Sun- 
day, in fair weather or foul, whether he felt like it or 
not, he forsook not the assembling of the saints. Some 
of the preaching he had to hear was poor but he lis- 
tened. His home was the preacher’s haven, our house 
was headquarters for the country ministers of those 
horse-and-buggy days. He was faithful over a few things 
for a long time before promotion up higher. 

Father loved revivals. He was never happier than 
when he was in one. He led many to Christ. He in- 
structed me early in the way of the Lord. He was su- 
perintendent of the Sunday school for many years. But 
I cannot remember any spells of backsliding and re- 
viving. We had our revivals the last week of July, but 
father didn’t wait until the last of July every year to 
get right with God. He walked with the Lord daily. He 
kept cleansed from daily defilement. He confessed to 
God and claimed the cleansing blood. And he asked 
forgiveness of us when he was wrong. There were some 
in the community who were professions at getting re- 


vived. Father had a “vival” and did not get into a cold 


and backslidden condition. 

The longer I work with people, so many people, who 
need a revival, the more I appreciate some who do not. 
Better than revival once in a while is a “vival” all the 


. time, faith in Christ, fellowship with Christ, faithful- 


ness to Christ, fruitfulness for Christ. 





do not treat our unfaithfulness to 
this relationship lightly as we do. It 
is adultery in God’s eyes and the 
Old Testament thunders against Is- 
rael’s whoring after other gods. In 
the New Testament Paul was jealous 
over his flock with a godly jealousy 
because he had espoused them to one 
husband that he might present them 
as a chaste virgin to Christ (2 Cor. 
11:2). And James cries, “Ye adulter- 
ers and adulteresses, know ye not 
that the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God? Whosoever there- 
fore will be a friend of the world 
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There is only one way to deal with sin. 
A good illustration may be found in 

an incident in the life of Professor 
Sayce, the great archaeologist. He had the proud 
distinction of being the only person known to have 
survived the bite of the Egyptian cerastes asp, which 
is supposed to have killed Queen Gieegutes. He accidentally 
trod on the reptile in the desert some three or four miles north 
of Assouan and was bitten in the leg. Luckily he happened 


to be just outside the camp and the cook had a small pair of red-hot tongs which were in 
the camp fire. Professor Sayce grasped these and burned his leg down to the bone within 
two minutes after the accident, thus saving his life at the expense of a few weeks’ lameness. 
Come to God today for the seraph's use of the tongs from His altar and the fire of His 
cleansing will bring you so right with Himself that though you may limp like Jacob God will 
not be ashamed to be called your God. 


The soul learns much in waiting upon God. 15 
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Some timc ago we were given a 
gift by a layman which was desig- 
nated to send subscriptions to ETER- 
NITY to ministers in his area. The 
office of the layman provided us with 
a list of ministers which included 
most of the names found in the tele- 
phone book as clergymen. We did 
not know this and judged that the 
entire list was composed of Protes- 
tant ministers. We sent out a letter, 
telling the ministers that they were 
about to receive the magazine for 
one year; and telling them of some 
of the features that they would find 
in these pages. In the letter we men- 
tioned the fact that the August issue 
was a special number covering the 
question of Mariolatry, and that it 
was important in view of the in- 
creasing menace of Romanism. 

A few days later we received the 
following letter, written on the sta- 
tionery of a Roman Catholic parish 
church, and addressed to our Busi- 
ness Manager. 

Dear Mr. Hopkins, 

In a letter you sent me about a 
magazine called ETERNITY, you speak 
of the menace of Romanism. I am 
a Catholic priest and have been one 
for seventeen years. What is this 
menace of Romanism? Is that Chris- 
tianity, attacking another church? 
Your magazine will make Joe Stalin 
happy. Perhaps you are a Commu- 
nist yourself. 

May God give you grace at least 
to preach charity instead of hate. 

Your friend in Christ, 
Father . 

P.S. I am sending your letter to 
the F.B.I. 

We are quite sure that the F.B.I. 
will not have much difficulty in 
learning that we are very loyal 
Americans, and that we are anti- 
Communist as much as the priest 
who signed the letter. But his letter 
was turned over to me, and I 
thought best to reply as follows. 
Dear Mr. ————: 

First of all, if I do not address 
you as “Father” it is not because I 





16 Works will follow faith because faith works. 
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do not know the customary proce- 
dure in use within the Roman Cath- 
olic Church for addressing a priest. 
But since the Lord Jesus Christ gave 
a definite command against the prac- 
tice I must obey Him. “Call no man 
your father upon the earth; for one 
is your Father, which is in Heaven” 
(Mt. 23:9). 

Your letter, addressed to our Busi- 
ness Manager, Mr. Hopkins, con- 
cerning the form letter that was sent 
to you concerning our magazine 
ETerNITy, has been turned over to 
me for answer. May I say that your 
name came to us in a list of clergy- 
men, and that a check was received 
covering the amount of the subscrip- 
tion price. Since the list included 
several hundred names, we tvok it 
for granted that they were all the 
names of Protestant ministers, and 
we wrote them in order to inform 
them how the magazine could be 
useful to them in their sermon prep- 
aration. In that letter we spoke oi 
our special August number on the 
true and false doctrine concerning 
the Virgin Mary, and in that con- 
nection used the phrase which 


brought forth your letter, namely, - 


“the menace of Romanism.” In your 
letter you ask what we mean by the 
phrase. I am replying to you at some 
length because there is the possibil- 
ity that you are sincere. 
Theologically I am opposed to 
Christian Science, Unitarianism, Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses and similar false 
cults as much as I am opposed to 
many of the doctrines of the Roman 
Catholic Church. I would never 
speak of the menace of these cults, 
however, simply because they make 
no pretense of being a temporal re- 
ligion as well as a ‘spiritual religion. 
You are aware, of course, that your 
church holds the doctrine of the 
earthly sovereignty of the Pope, and 
that Roman politics for generations, 
since the taking away of Papal gov- 
ernment, was oriented at regaining 
this lost position. When the concor- 
dat was made between the late Pope 





Catholic Priest 


and Mussolini, the Vatican State was 
recreated and the Papacy began to 
issue postage stamps, and to receive 
and send ambassadors. 

And certainly you know that the 
doctrine of the Roman Church has 
always been and still is that the tem- 
poral sovereignty of the Papacy takes 
priorities over every other govern- 
mental form. Canossa is but one of 
a thousand examples of the imple- 
mentation of the doctrine. I do not 
think that you would undertake to 
tell me the contrary, but if you did 
I would be able to cite you a multi- 
tude of decisions in your own ec- 
clesiastical law, as I have access to 
all the published body of judicial 
decisions that have been rendered in 
your ecclesiastical courts through the 
past several generations. Further, 
you probably know that the Tablet, 
official organ of the Brooklyn dio- 
cese, has stated editorially that the 
Roman Church has the right to de- 
stroy all who do not agree with it. 
And you probably know that in the 
textbook that is in use in many Ro- 
man Catholic schools, specifically in 
Fordham in New York City, The 
Companion to the Suma, Vol. III, 
includes a chapter setting forth the 
right of the Roman Catholic Church 
to suppress with force minorities that 
disagree with the tenets of the Vati- 
can. 

Perhaps you do not know that 
within the past two years these doc- 
trines have been put in practice in 
Spain where Protestants have been 
hurt and Protestant buildings dese- 
crated; and that within the past year 
Catholic priests have participated in 
the burning of Lutheran and Pres- 
byterian Churches in Colombia, 
South America, and that these ac- 
tions have been made the subject of 
complaint to the United States Sen- 
ate. 

Furthermore, one of your Bishops, 
in an article on religious freedom, 
has stated flatly that freedom of re- 
ligion does not mean the same thing 
for a Catholic as it does for a non- 
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Catholic. He states categorically that 
freedom of religion is the freedom 
to agree with Rome and that a Ro- 
man Catholic cannot accept the idea 
that one has perfect freedom to dis- 
agree with its doctrines. 

In the past twenty-five years there 
has been a great change in the atti- 
tude of the Roman Catholics in the 
United States. Boldly they have at- 
tempted to destroy the constitution- 
al provisions for the separation of 
church and state. The attempt to 
secure federal money and state mon- 
ey for the aid of parochial schools is 
an anti-American procedure and is 
a part of the menace. The sending 
of an ambassador to the Vatican is 
a part of the menace. 

The Roman Catholic Church has 
one of the strongest lobbies in Amer- 
ican political life. By controlling al- 
most all of the great political ma- 
chines of the Democratic party in 
such cities as New York, Boston, Chi- 
cago, Philadelphia, and many other 
places in the North, the Roman 
Church has been able te affect the 
decisions of municipal and state gov- 
ernments, and to establish a strong 
bloc even in Congress. Did you see 
the article in the Saturday Evening 
Post some. time ago that showed a 
picture of the Cardinal of Boston 
with his little dog which was sitting 
up.on its hind legs to get a piece of 
sugar? The Post said that the state 


legislature of Massachusetts sat up. 


on its hind legs before the Cardinal’s 
command as easily as his dog did. 
Do you not think that that is a men- 
ace? 

Then, the fact that you feel it 
right to send a letter like ours to the 
F.B.I. shows a mentality that is a 
menace to our way of life. The 
F.B.I. is going to have no trouble in 
discovering that I was an officer in 
the United States Army, and that I 
have written scores of articles 
against the menace of Communism. 
But do you think that it is Ameri- 
can to ask the national police to act 
as a protection for the Roman Cath- 
olic Church? Is that the way you 
would handle it if you were in com- 
plete control? From what we see in 
history and in other countries I am 
afraid you would. 

Your second question is: “Is that 
Christianity, attacking another 
church?” The answer to that is that 
one of the essential doctrines of Bib- 
lical Christianity is to expose the er- 
rors of any systems that deny Bibli- 
cal truth. You surely know that Paul 
named by name the teachers of false 
doctrine and called down an anath- 
ema against anyone who preached 


“another Jesus.” Now you know 
that Article XV of the Council of 
Trent says, “Let him be anathema 
who says that sins are not forgiven 
by the non-bloody sacrifice of the 
Mass.” Since the Bible says that 
“Without the shedding of blood 
there is no remission,” the follower 
of the Bible must expose and attack 
theologically any such idea as salva- 
tion by the death of a piece of bread 
turned into a supposed Jesus and 
sacrificed for sins. Therefore it is 
eminently Christian to expose error 
and to seek to preserve people from 
its consequences, but always with the 
spiritual arms that God has provid- 
ed, for the weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal but spiritual. 

Finally, let me say that we love all 
Catholics as much as we hate some 
of the doctrines and practices of Ro- 
manism. We are not, therefore, 
preaching hate in the sense in which 
you use the word. As Christians and 
as Americans we recognize your 
right to believe as you please. As 
Christians we know that you will be 
judged for not conforming your be- 
lief to the Scriptures alone. 

May God give you the grace to 
realize that salvation is by the grace 


of God through Jesus Christ alone, 

and we emphasize the word alone. 
Yours faithfully, 

Donald Grey Barnhouse. 


Perhaps many of the readers of 
ETERNITY will have a burden to pray 
for this man. I have a profound pity 
for all Roman Catholic priests. Most 
of them are taken into the begin- 
ning of their priestly studies when 
they are little more than boys. They 
go on through the Seminary com- 
pletely surrounded by priestly influ- 
ences. After they are ordained they 
are enmeshed in the system, and are 
unfitted for any other occupation to 
a very great degree. If one of them 
should desire to leave Rome the path 
is of very great difficulty. I have 
talked recently with some priests 
who have left Rome, and with some 
who are still within the Church but 
who are contemplating leaving it. 
The difficulties are very great, but 
we have told them that they would 
be welcomed among friends and 
provided for until they could get 
their bearings and orient themselves 
in a new life. It might be even the 
same with this priest, and we should 
pray for him, and for all of them. 









An’ architect in Baltimore has constructed 
a large sports arena on a new principle of 
architecture. The ceiling is not supported by 
columns or by great beams, but by a small 
pressure of air, which is so light that an 
audience does not feel it but is sufficient to 
hold the weight of the roof. We will wait 
and see as the years go by just what will 
happen to the edifice. Will the pumps go 
wrong at the opportune moment? Will the 
roof cave in with or without an audience 
present? We do not know the answers, and 
this may be the secret of a great architec- 
tural idea that will be followed the world 
over for such buildings. We could not help 
thinking, however, that the common word for 
breath, which is translated by our English 
"spirit," in terms as the Holy Spirit, is the 
Biblical symbol for the force and power of 
God. The Bible tells us that our Lord “up- 
holdeth all things by the Word of His 
power,” (Heb. 1:3). We can be sure that 
God's edifices will never fall, for His Word 
is sufficient, no matter what happens to 
man's little breathings. 


_ It is when our service costs that it counts. 17 
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Redeemed By God, The Son 


By RALPH L. KEIPER 


Last month in our study, we fol- 
lowed the strategy of the Father in 
“Operation Heaven,” learning of His 
plan to elect us to sonship that we 
might be holy and without blame. We 
learned that this was in the mind of 
God for us even before He thought of 
creating the world. This plan had a 
price. The price was the work of Christ 
on the cross. We now come to the work 
of the Son in our redemption. 

We read: “In whom we have the 
ransom price. . . .” 

To whom does “in whom” refer? 
As we go back to verse six we see that 
it is “the Beloved—the One whom God 
has loved,” the One “in whom we are 
accepted—welcomed home.” Thus the 
Lord Jesus, our Redeemer, is the Be- 
loved of God, who in eternity was 
“daily His delight.” (Prov. 8:30). It 
is the apple of God’s eye who became 
the ransom price for us. Thus you see 
how He, the Father, must have loved 
us in order to give us His Beloved Son. 
No wonder John comments in glorious 
joy: “For God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son . . .” 

The secret of the love is expressed in 
the little word so. The Beloved One 
Himself discloses the secret and in so 
doing uncloses the greatness of the Fa- 
ther’s love for us. 
In His great high- 
priestly prayer, 
the Son prays: 
“...and that the 
world may know 
that Thou has 
sent me, and hast 
loved THEM (the 
believers) as 
THovu Hast 
Lovep Me” (John 
17:23). The Fa- 
ther expressed His 
love in redemp- 
tion. 


18 Believe in Jesus Christ—not merely in His words. 


This is no mere academic expres- 
sion. This expression of His love is 
written in blood—His blood. But why? 
The term “redemption” supplies the 
answer. The meaning of the term is a 
“purchase” or “ransom” price. Some- 
thing must be redeemed. Our verse 
tells us that “we” are the objects of 
this purchase price. But why? We 
were under the curse of God. How so? 
We sinned. How much? Enough! 
How far? “Short of His glory”! 
(Rom. 3:23). 

“For all have missed the mark, and are in 
want of the lordlikeness of God” (Rom. 
3:23 Gk.). 

“For whosoever the whole law shall keep 


carefully, and stumble in one of them, has 
become entangled by all of them” (Jas. 2: 
10). 


“For as many as are of the works of the 
law, are under the curse; for it is written: 
‘Cursed is every one that continueth not in 
all things, which are written in the book of 
the law, to do them’” (Gal. 3:10). : 


Being “under the curse,” being “en- 
tangled in the law,” being “in want of 
God’s lordlikeness,” finds us in a des- 
perate state. Our state is gravely tragic 
when we learn that there is a penalty 
attached to our condition: “The soul 
that sinneth it shall die . . .” (Ezk. 





In whom we have the ransom price 
through His blood, 
the putting away of the trespasses 
according to the riches of His grace; 
In whom also we were made inheritors, 
having been predestinated according to the 
purpose which works all things according to 
the plan of His will; 
That we should be to the commendation of 
His glory, who first hoped in Christ. 

Eph. 1:7, 11, 12. 


18:20). “The wages of sin is death 
. . .” (Rom. 6:23). Entangled in the 
law, cursed, to die. What an estate! 
“In whom we have redemption.” What 
an escape! “,. . but the grace-gift of 
God is eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). “Being 
justified freely by His grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” 
(Rom. 3:24). “Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us; For it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree” (Gal. 3:13). 

When I first began to preach the 
Word of God, soon after I was saved, 
at the time of the kidnaping of the 
Lindbergh baby, it was quite the thing 
for preachers to have sermons built 
on the idea that the Devil had kidnaped 
us by means of sin, and that Christ 
paid a ransom price to Satan to set 
us free. God cast a vote in our favor, 
Satan cast a vote in his favor, and our 
vote broke the tie. I preached the same. 
What nonsense! For one day I read 
this text. It dawned on me that 
Satan had nothing to do with the pen- 
alty whatsoever. It was God who said, 
“The soul that sinneth it shall die.” It 
was God who declared that “the wages 
of sin is death.” 
It was God WHO 
DEMANDED A 
PRICE FOR MY SIN 
—THE PRICE OF 
DEATH. I was 
literally amazed 
when I further 
discovered THAT 
HE HIMSELF, IN 
CHRIST, PAID THE 
RANSOM PRICE. 
What a redemp- 
tion! What a sat- 
isfaction! What a 
security. 
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My God is reconciled, 

His pardoning voice I hear; 

He owns me for His child; 

I can no longer fear: 

With confidence I now draw nigh, 
And, “Father, Abba, Father,” cry. 


Not only have I redemption, I also 
have forgiveness, the “forgiveness of 
sins.” “The remission,” from the Latin, 
and the “putting away,” from the 
Greek, tell us the nature of the “for- 
giveness.” Forgiveness is not a verbal 
“O. K.” to a sorrowful request. It is 
an actual removal forever, at the price 
of death. You and I never forgive. 
Biblical forgiveness demands forget- 
ting. We never forget. The reason 
some people believe they can fall from 
grace is that they think God forgives 
as they do. Indeed no! When God 
forgives, He does two things: He re- 
moves the offense that demands for- 
giveness, and He forgets the offense, 
never bringing it to His mind again. 
“As far as the East is from the West, 
so far has He removed our transgres- 
sions from us, and will remember them 
against us no more.” 


“The forgiveness of transgressions,” 
not sins, is what we have in our verse. 
This brings up the legal aspect of God’s 
judgment. We, having been entangled 
in the law, were under the curse. But 
Christ was made a curse for us. He 
untangled us from the law; He deliv- 
ers us from its curse. The riches oi 
His grace are sufficient for us. By the 
use of “transgressions” (Gk.) we see 
the contrast to grace. In Christ, the 
claims of the law are satisfied. Our 
poverty is cared for by His riches. We 
are the object of “the wealth of His 
grace.” 


The terms “redemption” and “remis- 
sion” bring to mind a great scene in 
the Old Testament as described in 
Leviticus sixteen. On the great day of 
atonement the people would bring two 
goats to the tabernacle, one to be the 
goat of sacrifice, the other to be the 
scapegoat. After the first was slain its 
blood was sprinkled upon the altar for 
the sins of the people. Thus the re- 
demption price in blood. The second 
goat, after the sins of the people had 
been placed symbolically upon its 
head by the priests, was led off into 
the wilderness never to return. Thus 
remission — the sending away of sin, 
never to be remembered again. The 
Greek text before these two words has 
the definite article, as though Paul 
were saying: “The redemption and the 
remission for which you have long 
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been waiting, which each year you 
have pictured in the atonement, has 
come at last. For Messiah is the One 
in whom we have the redemption and 
the remission, not according to the law, 
but according to the riches of His 
grace.” 


Thus we can appreciate the opening 
message of the Baptist when he cried 
on Jordan’s bank: “Behold, the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29). No longer is 
sin merely covered; it is taken away. 
No longer must men go annually for 
the atonement; God’s Lamb did a once 
and for all work. 


‘Tis done,—the great transaction’s done, 
I am my Lord’s, and He is mine; 

He drew me, and I followed on, 
Rejoiced to own the call Divine. 


We are redeemed! We are forgiven! 
We are made inheritors! Again Paul 
places the emphasis not upon that 
from which we have been saved, but 
upon that unto which we have been 
saved: “In whom also we were made 
inheritors, having been predestinated 
according to the purpose which works 
all things according to the plan of His 
will” (Eph. 1:11). 


How carefully God planned for us. 
He was not satisfied to have us merely 
as sinners saved by grace; rather He 
would have us as heirs of His riches. 
This was in His plan. This is what He 
“placed before Himself” (Latin), this 
is what was to please Him. 


How nearsighted we are when we 
think that salvation is only to deliver 
us from Hell and to assure us of 
Heaven! How farsighted we could be 
if we would realize that we have been 
saved to be God’s heirs—“heirs of God 
and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ.” As 
heirs, what privileges are within our 
hands. In Christ He has freely given 
us all things. He has saved us that in 
Christ he might “show us the exceed- 


ing riches of His grace in His kindness 
to us.” He “will supply all our needs 
according to His riches in glory 
through Christ Jesus.” Reader, You 
ARE NOT GOD’S POOR RELATION! YOU 
ARE HIS HEIR! “Why?” you ask. It is 
His will. He planned it so. “Do I de- 
serve it?” you exclaim. No! But He 
was pleased to do it. How was it ac- 
complished? Not by any of your ef- 
forts, but by the “purpose which 
works all things according to the plan 
of His will.” It is all of sovereign 
grace. As our blessed Lord was a vic- 
tim of our sin, we have become vic- 
tims of His grace—victorious victims, 
who in defeat have found the secret of 
victory. 


In the English word “purpose” we 
have three strong words from the 
Greek, Latin, and French which show 
the determination of God to raise up 
heirs to Himself by grace. From the 
Greek we have a word which translates 
literally “to put before, or set before 
oneself.” The Latin word is proposi- 
tum, “in the position to the fore.” The 
French is la resolution; God’s resolve 
was to make us His heirs. Our obtain- 
ing an inheritance was A-1 priority 


with God. 


Do you not see, reader, why we 
speak of this Epistle as “Operation 
Heaven”? Do you not see to what 
lengths our Heavenly Father has gone 
to bring Heaven to your soul? Do you 
not see what a sin it is to be ignorant 
of these privileges—redemption, for- 
giveness, heirship? Will you not seek 
to move into these privileges imme- 
diately ? 


By now the great strategy of our 
salvation is taking shape. We have 
been chosen by God to be His sons; 
we are redeemed by the Son to be His 
heirs. Fit company for God, throu 
the blood -of the cross, heirs of Hi 


(Continued on page 39) 
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In 1900 Ernest Shackleton, later knighted by the King of England for his success in 
exploration, placed an ad in the papers which took the imagination of the nation and 
brought him a great response. That is the call of the Lord Jesus Christ of men to work for 
Him. .The true journey in His will is hazardous, since it will bring the hatred of the world, 
but it will bring the smile of God. The cold of the world will be ours, but the warmth of the 
Spirit. We will live in the darkness of the world of darkness but will have light in our 
hearts as. the children of Israel had light in their dwellings. There will be no return to the 
world for the ‘conquerors, but there will be honor and recognition when our Lord says, 


“Well done, thou good and faithful servant." 


Christ can do for you what you need. 
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when two sections of India, northeast 
and northwest, became the Dominion 
of Pakistan. The Mohammedan (Mus- 





lim) majority of those areas, through 
the insistence of Mr. M. A. Jinnah and 
the Muslim League, had refused to live 
in India under a large Hindu majority 
and had successfully demanded a sep- 
arate state, Muslim in character. For 
his agreeing to this, and so allegedly 
selling out to the Mohammedans, 
Gandhi, at nearly 80 years of age, 
was put out of the way by extreme 
Hindu coreligionists. 





Dr.. Sterrett is a veteran missionary in India. 
His time is divided between teaching in a 
Bible School of the Canadian Presbyterian 
Church and organizing work among college 
students for the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship. 
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The rejoicing over independence 
was abruptly ended. Across the bor- 
der between western Pakistan and 
India there began a *two-way mass 
exodus of the minority populations, 
Mohammedans leaving India, Hindus 
and Sikhs coming in. Then post-parti- 
tion tensions exploded into horrible 
massacres. Retaliation followed re- 
taliation, until untold thousands, some 
estimates running into several million, 
had been snuffed out. This and other 
factors have left strained relations 
between the two countries. Though 
gradually improving, they are still un- 
certain, with two main trouble spots. 
One is the eastern border, which has 
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threatened to erupt very recently and 
is quieting down only after a pact ar- 
ranged in a personal visit of the Prime 
Ministers of the two states. The sec-_ 
ond is the state of Kashmir, lying be- 
tween and claimed by both, a 95 per 
cent Muslim population ruled by a 
Hindu, its further status uncertain 
even after prolonged UN mediation. 

Thus the 330 million people in India 
are now officially in a secular state. 
The new constitution provides for the 
unfettered profession and practice, and 
also the propagation, of any religion. 
And the insistence of the Christians 
was a factor in the inclusion of this 


last right in the final draft. With the 
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government a democracy, and a new 
election on the basis of universal adult 
suffrage in the offing, it is evident that 
the overwhelming Hindu majority will 
be in control. 

The 80 millions or so. of Pakistan 
are in a nominally Muslim country, 
the largest Mohammedan country in 
the world. Earlier indications that 
strict Mohammedan law would be the 
law of the land are somewhat modi- 
fied. The final outcome is yet to be 
seen. 

This is the political framework of 
the new India. What kind of India 
will it be? Of course, no one knows, 
and few dare to predict. But from the 
standpoint of the Christian Gospel we 
see emerging some tendencies which 
may have a decisive influence in the 
molding of this great country. In 
particular, we see two trends which 
seem mutually contradictory, but 
which nevertheless are both present 
and vigorous. 

On the positive side, there is a new 
friendliness toward Christ, and so to- 
ward the Christian messenger. And 
the latter who is a foreigner, is often 
met with some surprise, since many 
Indians supposed that foreign mission- 
aries would remain no longer than the 
British regime. 

Why this new friendliness? At least 
three things contribute. One is the 
departure of the British. Many thought 
that the Christian Gospel came into 
India only because of and to bolster 
up British imperialism. But foreign 
rule has gone, yet the foreign mission- 
ary remains. There must be some 
other meaning. And so we stand on a 
much more realistic footing in pro- 
claiming Christ. 

The ministry of Christians, both In- 
dian and foreign, at the time of parti- 
tion and after is a second great cause 
of friendliness to Christ. Hindus were 
killing Muslims, Muslims killing Hin- 
dus. Christians stood between, killing 
no one, rather helping both. And to 
an amazing degree they were not 
killed themselves. A few, of course, 
were, when mistakenly taken for Hin- 
du or Muslim because of name or fea- 
tures. But very few lost their lives, 
even though they risked those lives to 
help their fellow Indians during that 
awtul holocaust. Their sacrificial serv- 
ice cannot be forgotten. It has been 
publicly mentioned by India’s leaders, 
from the Prime Minister down. It is 
remembered privately by thousands of 
India’s people. It is partly the cause 
of a new friendliness. 

A third cause is the testimony of 
Christian character. Honesty and in- 
tegrity are needed in public life here 
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as everywhere. And where bribery and 
corruption are the rule some Chris- 
tians are outstanding exceptions. Not 
all, we have to confess with shame. 
But enough to make a testimony, and 
this testimony is respected by non- 
Christian acquaintances. 

We were quite surprised to hear 
from an Indian friend of his recep- 
tion by the people. The whole of the 
night before Christmas, he and a party 
of Christians toured the city, walking 
through the streets, singing and 
preaching. Since so many Indians 
sleep outdoors, and in the crowded 
sections right on the street, wherever 
our friends stopped they had some- 
thing of an audience. But not as we 
would expect to complain of their sleep 
being disturbed. Rather, to listen, even 
to join in the songs, and to say of the 
Gospel, “This is the message that In- 
dia needs.” 

And so quite often friendliness 
greets the evangelist. 

But not always. On the negative 
side, among certain groups, particu- 
larly the orthodox Hindus, there is a 
revival of zeal and a stiffening of op- 
position. Vastly in the majority, un- 
der a democracy they will have politi- 
cal control, and they see in this an 
opportunity to stop the inroads that 
Islam and Christianity have made in 
their numbers, and even recoup their 
losses. 

Said one, “We gave concessions to 
the Mohammedans and as a result lost 
part of our country to Pakistan. We 
will not make the same mistake with 
you Christians.” 

In one area where there are hardly 
any Christians but where an Indian is 
evangelizing vigorously, the local au- 
thorities have decreed that Christians 
cannot hold land. They say the land 
is Hindu land. Thus anyone who turns 
to Christ suffers, and many are dis- 
couraged. Even the evangelist is in 
danger of being pushed out. 

Nearer by and very recently, a few 
families who turned to Christ in the 
last few years were told that they 
would be chased out of their village 
and their property 
confiscated unless 
they recanted. When 
this was known, 
much prayer for 
them went up to 
God. And the latest 
word is that their 
spokesman has bold- 
ly declared that they 
can cut him to pieces 
but he will not deny 
Christ. 

And so there are 
shadows as well as 


He who can save us, can keep us. 


light. The shadows may lengthen, but 
now the light is strong. By and large 
the door is wide open. 

To fill in the picture, two or three 
other significant matters should be 
mentioned. It is surprising to find 
now that the tolerant Hindu is the ag- 
gressive opponent of the Gospel, whi 
the intolerant Muslim is more friendly 
than before. But the reasons are quite 
understandable. The cutting off of 80 
million Muslims from India and the 
massacre of untold thousands that re- 
mained has left the rest cowed before 
the huge Hindu majority. Hence the 
are in self-defense seeking the friend- 
ship of Christians. And this the more 
in that many of them feel a kinship 
with us as fellow monotheists opposed 
to the polytheism and idolatry of the 
majority in the community. And per- 
haps even apart from this their gen- 
eral feeling of insecurity (to many in 
the east the defeat of a people is the 
defeat of their religion) predisposes 
them to listen to a message that offers 
hope. 

There is another group that is by 
no means cowed. The communists of 
India are more aggressive than ever. 
Full success in China and partial suc- 
cesses elsewhere in Asia have made 
those in India bold. Their reasoning 
is capturing the university students. 
Their promises have enthralled the in- 
dustrial laborers. Their numbers are 
small, but their influence is growing. 
Their potentiality is sinister. The 
government is taking vigorous mea-“ 
sures against them, but unsettled eco- 
nomic and social conditions make an 
effective counterpropaganda impossi- 
ble. 

Where, in this emerging India, does 
the Christian church stand? What are 
the some four million Protestant 
Christians and the over four thousand 
Protestant missionaries doing to enter 
the open door, to seize the opportu- 
nity? 

Really, very little. 

And the sad thing is that the chief 
obstacles are not without but. within 

(Continued on page 38) 





Faculty of the Women's Christian Medical College at Ludhiana 
with four recent graduates in the front row. 
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YESTERDAY'S BOOKS 


with a message for today 


One of the most prominent charac- 
ters in the life of the Church of Eng- 
land in the second half of the seven- 
teenth century was Simon Patrick, 
Bishop of Ely. The son of a mercer of 
Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, he was 
intended as a boy for a business life, 
but made his way to Queens’ College, 
Cambridge. In 1648 at the age of 
twenty-one he was ordained under the 
Commonwealth to the Presbyterian 
ministry, but subsequently re-ordained 
in private by the dispossessed Bishop 
of Norwich. After the restoration he 
was for twenty-seven years rector of 
St. Paul’s, Covent Garden, London, 
where he was beloved by his parishion- 
ers and remained at his post during the 
plague of 1665. He was a stout oppo- 
nent of King James II’s efforts to im- 
pose Romanism on the country, and 
wrote controversial treatises against 
Romanism. He became Bishop of Chi- 
chester and finally of Ely, where he 
died at the age of eighty. He was one 
of the founders of the Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge, 
which exercised such a strong influence 
in America in its early days. 

Simon Patrick wrote, among several 
other works, scholarly commentaries 
on the books of the Bible from Genesis 
to Canticles, which first appeared in 
ten volumes in 1695 to 1710. Their in- 
fluence was lasting, and they were 
combined with the works of four other 
writers in a Critical Commentary and 
Paraphrase on the Old and New Testa- 
ment which went into several editions 
between 1809 and 1857. 

The third volume of the 1841 edition 
consists of Patrick on Proverbs to 
Canticles and William Lowth, Arch- 
deacon of Winchester, on the prophets. 
A commentary on the Apocrypha by 
another writer is added. Patrick’s sen- 
sible note on Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14 is as 





Mr. Atkinson was educated at Cambridge 
University, receiving his Ph.D. after spending 
four years in linguistic research including 
travel in the Balkans. He is now Under-Libra- 
rian .at University Library, Cambridge, in 
charge of Western MSS. ‘ 
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follows: “Let us draw up all, then, that 
can be said in this matter, into as small 
a compass as is possible; if thou 
wouldest be happy preserve in thy 


mind such an awful sense of God, as - 


to have a greater regard to Him, both 
as thy Creator and Governor, and as 
thy Judge, than to anything in this 
world; and dreading His displeasure, 
not only worship Him religiously, but 
observe all His commandments; for, as 
unto this all men are bound, so in this 
consists all their duty, and their whole 
happiness; and therefore they ought 
to make this their main business, and 
employ their best endeavors in it. 
“As they would with all seriousness, 
did they but believe and remember 
what is most certainly true, that, 
though now the wicked and the good 
sometimes fare alike, yet there will be 
a notorious distinction one day made 
between them; when God (whose 
knowledge nothing can escape, and out 
of whose memory nothing can slip) 
will pass an exact sentence upon 
everything we do here in this world 
though never so secret and known to 


The life of nature dies by living. 


none but Himself; and then no evil 
thing, though only designed and never 
actually committed shall go unpun- 
ished; and no good thing though only 
heartily intended for want of power 
to accomplish it, shall be unrewarded.” 

We will conclude by quoting part of 
William Lowth’s notes on Jeremiah 3: 
31 and following: “This must be meant 
of the evangelical covenant, as the text 
is expounded by St. Paul (Heb. 8: 
8-10). The benefits of this covenant 
were first offered to the Jews, as being 
the completion of the covenant God 
made with their fathers (see Acts 3:25, 
13:46). The old covenant, as it is op- 
posed to the new, signifies that system 
of laws and ordinances which were 
the condition of that covenant made 
with the Jews upon Mount Sinai: and 
in this sense the word ‘law’ is usually 
taken in the New Testament when it is 
opposed to the Gospel (see Acts 15:5, 
Rom. 3:19, Gal. 3:17) . . . ‘They shall 
be all taught of God,’ as Isaiah speaks 
(54:13). 

“There shall be an extraordinary ef- 
fusion of God’s Spirit, both in the ordi- 
nary and extraordinary effects of it, at 
the time when the Gospel is published 
(see the notes upon that place of 
Isaiah, and compare Joel 2:28 with 
John 7:39). God will deal with them 
with grace and favor as if they never 
offended him (see Rom. 3:25); and 
will set forth Christ to be a full, per- 
fect, and sufficient sacrifice and pro- 
pitiation for the sins of all that truly 
repent and turn to Him (see Acts 10: 
43, 13:39; Rom. 11:27).” 

In 1873 there appeared a book called 
Responsibility for the Gift of Eternal 
Life, compiled anonvmously from ser- 
mons preached in 1829-31 by the well- 
known John McLeod Campbell, D.D. 
The sermons had already been pub- 
lished, but this book collected from 
them all that bears on its subject. 

There are eighteen sections in all, 
compressed into 196 pages. Here is an 
extract from the section entitled Eter- 
nal Life: “A proud man has a distinct 
aversion to everything that makes light 

(Continued on page 38) 
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a Wihides on the Weld 


In the providence of God the entire body of mis- 
sionaries of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., larg- 
est mission in Korea, was assembled at Taechon 
Beach, more than one hundred miles south of Seoul, 
on the west coast of Korea when the invasion 
started. The only absentee was the treasurer of the 
mission who had remained in Seoul. Within a few 
hours after the invasion, an official of the State 
Department arrived by jeep, to conduct the party 
of about eighty people, including twenty-five chil- 
dren, in their evacuation. The evacuation of the 
missionaries began at eleven o’clock on the day 
following the invasion. It took eight hours to go 
eighty-five miles to the railroad station, where the 
missionaries were put up at the mess hall of the 


Army Installation. At midnight, a call came order- 


ing all military personnel and evacuees to leave by 
whatever transportation was available. They had 
but twenty minutes to get ready. Much baggage 
had to be abandoned at the beach, and at least 
eighty pieces of hand luggage were left in the mess 
all. 


One observer writes, “We put passengers on mat- 
tresses in the jeep trailers, and thirty-five people in 
the ton and one half truck. We left Taechon at 
1:30 in the morning, but soon struck a detour. By 
8:00 in the morning we had driven forty-nine 
miles, but were still only thirty miles from Taechon. 
We arrived in Taegu at 3:30 in the afternoon, after 
fourteen hours and one ‘hundred and twenty miles 
of the worst traveling I have ever experienced. We 
had numerous punctures and breakdowns. We 
abandoned the remaining station wagon, ditching 
the last of our baggage to make room for its occu- 
pants. ... In Taegu, many of our Korean friends 
greeted us.... They assured us of their continued 
faithfulness, and of their care for the work in case 
the missionaries were gone. At Taegu we made two 
decisions. One was to approve three men staying 
on. Evacuation gf women and children was now 
reasonably certain; we did not need the continued 
presence of all our men.... We also refused to ap- 
prove the request of wives to remain with their 
husbands; the men who remained behind must have 
mobility, and in addition, the presence of Ameri- 
cum women in a theater of war would be a serious 
handicap to any government. At Fusan we were 
taken from the train to an evacuation boat... . 
Three more of the men remained behind. We gave 
them all the Korean money we had, which amount- 
ed to something over half-a-million won, almost 
completely filling one pillow case. All six men who 
remained behind did it after very serious consid- 
eration, and with the full approval of the group. 
Our mission property was left in good shape, and 
six of our very ablest missionaries are there as a 
witness and a forefront of a possible return. Out 
of members of the Executive Committee of the Mis- 
sion, four are in Korea and will continue to func- 
tion as the Executive Committee.” 
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After describing the trip to the port of Fukoaka, 
“the American Army took over. They were most 
gracious and accommodating. There were GI’s to 
carry the children and to guide each evacuee; there 
were medical men and Red Cross people to help us, 
and soon we were on our way to the Army Instal- 
lation at Camp Hakata. There we stayed in bar- 
racks from which American soldiers had been 
evacuated into tents to make room for us. 

“The most amazing evidence of God’s grace in 
all this is that we had no accidents and no one was 
sick. We were especially proud of our children who 
came through almost without a whimper. Our 
young missionaries who were new to the country 
also proved their metal. The State Department 
personnel were generous in their praise of the 
whole group. . . . 

“We heard most of President Truman’s message 
early Wednesday morning aboard the ship from 
Fusan. It thrilled us greatly to know that this time 
we were really standing by the decision of the UN 
to support South Korea against aggression. 

“Most people lost all that they had with them 
except a very few things. Some people have~just’ ’ 
what they have on their backs; others are better 
off. I myself kept three shirts and a pair of paja- 
mas along with my shaving equipment.” 

The letter then refers to their financial status. 
What traveler’s checks and mission checks were 
available were pooled to the sum of four hundred 
dollars. “So we gave everybody, Methodist and 
Presbyterian alike, five dollars. At least our pock- 
ets are not entirely empty.” 


Collier’s at the end of July, 1950, has pub- 
lished a realistic account of an imaginary A- 
bombing of New York City. In Revelation 
(March, 1947) I wrote an article on what 
would happen if an A-bomb hit New York. It 
is interesting to note that our article, three 
years in advance, covered most of the main 
points presented by Collier’s. 


We recently received a multigraphed letter from 
Washington, D. C., from an organization that has 
been set up to aid religious objectors. Its station- 
ery lists some forty organizations participating in 
its efforts, including various groups from the Uni- 
tarians through to the Pentecostalists with many 
shades in between. The letter announced that they 
were at work securing a panel of a half dozen or 
more lawyers to aid young men to evade their du- 
ties as American citizens. 

For the record, let us put down once more that 
no born-again: Christian has a right to be a con- 
scientious objector since the Bible flatly says the 
conscience is to be subject to the Word of God, 
and that, therefore, the man must obey the draft 
board. A paraphrase of Romans 13 would well 

(Continued on page 35) 


The life of grace lives by living. , 23 








STAR-LIKE 
CHRISTIANS 


“. . . in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation 
among whom ye shine as lights in the world” (Phil. 
2:15). 

An of us have had the experience at one time or an- 
other of going out into the countryside, away from the 
glare and glitter of the city, out under God’s Heaven, 
and there in silent prayer and meditation, beheld the 
stars. How bright and glorious they are! How brilliant 
and sparkling as their undimmed splendor shines out in 
the darkness of the surrounding night. The deepening 
shades of advancing evening serve only to increase their 
brilliance and lustre. 

God’s Word compares true saints to stars. Washed in 
the blood of the Lamb, serving their blessed Redeemer, 
beautiful in the light of His love and holiness, God’s 
people rise star-like on the night of surrounding sin. 
They shine as lights, as lustrous luminaries, in the 
midst of that “crooked and perverse generation” of 
which the Holy Apostle speaks in the epistle to the 
Philippians. When the night grows blacker and the 
darkness becomes more impenetrable as the age hastens 
on to its end, the lustre of their light is not dimmed, 
but rather intensified and increased. 

Unfortunately, however, it is only too true that all 
Christians are not star-like Christians. It is lamentable 
that many do not radiate the light of the smallest and 
feeblest of the heavenly bodies. Their light may be 
more accurately compared to candle light, or the fitful 
glow of the firefly, or perchance to the last faint glim- 
mer of a dying ember. To be sure, there was once a spas- 
modic burst of joy and radiance when Jesus first came 
into the life. The gloom of sin was dissipated. But the 
winds of doubt and the impure suffocating air of world- 
liness were allowed to enter. The splendor and joy of 
salvation began to flicker, grow dim, and well-nigh 
expire. This ought not to be so! It is a tragic condi- 
tion God never intended for any of His own. We ought 
all of us to shine for Jesus gloriously. It is our duty! 
Our high and holy privilege! 

But because many fail at this point, the question, 
How may we become bright star-like Christians? is of 
great importance. Where shall we find an answer? The 
Apostle in the second chapter of Philippians gives us an 
answer. Three injunctions are there presented, which 
if followed, will enable us to become bright star-like 
Christians. 





Dr. Unger is a Bible teacher and author who makes his home at 
Dallas, Texas. 
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I. FIRST, WE MUST WORK OUT OUR 
INWROUGHT SALVATION. 


“Work out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling” (Phil. 2:12). The command is definite. The 
obligation is inescapable. “Work out your own salva- 
tion!” But you say, “That is difficult to grasp. Is not 
salvation by grace alone through faith?” We reply, 
“Yes, entirely so” (Eph. 2:8). “Is it not wholly apart 
from works?” And again we reply, “Most certainly!” 
“Can salvation be forfeited because of failure to work 
it out properly?” Our answer again, based upon the 
Word of God (Rom. 8:28-39) is “No!” You say, “Of 
what then is the Apostle speaking in these verses?” It 
is clear that he is not speaking of working for salvation, 
but of working it out! And what a difference! 

A little girl attended church with her mother and lis- 
tened to a learned divine belabor this text with a legal- 
istic interpretation. He insisted that one cannot be 
saved by grace alone. After the sermon, with keen un- 
derstanding which children often display, she looked 
up into her mother’s face and said, “Mother, how can 
you work it out if you haven’t already got it worked 
in?” 

That's the point! It must first be divinely worked in 
before ever it can be humanly worked out! Faith in the 
Lord Jesus in the seed, the invisible root of our spir- 
itual experience concealed within the soul. A holy life 
and deeds of love and mercy are the glorious outgrowth 
with stalwart trunk, extending branches, and luxuriant 
foliage spreading skyward. 

It is immensely important that we understand our 
salvation as believers and comprehend our wonderful 
position in Christ. This is basic, but it is not enough. 
We must act upon our glorious position (Rom. 6:3, 4) 
of union with the Son of God, in death, burial, resur- 
rection (Gal. 2:20) and by faith translate our position 
into everyday experience (Rom. 6:11). This is work- 
ing out our inwrought salvation. 

Too many believers fail to do this very thing. They 
are like the little girl who fell out of bed during the 
night, and when asked the next morning by her mother 
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why she fell out, replied simply, “I don’t know, mother, 
why I fell out, except that I guess I stayed too near 
where I got in.” If we are going to shine for Christ and 
have a star-like testimony in this scene of darkness and 
sin, we cannot remain stationary. We must go on to 
perfection (maturity) (Heb. 6:1). To become bright 
star-like Chistians the Apostle indicates another impor- 
tant injunction. 


II. WE MUST DO ALL THINGS WITHOUT 
MURMURINGS AND DISPUTINGS. 


“Do all things without murmurings and disputings” 
(Phil. 2:14). The tendency to murmur, complain, and 
criticize has always been a common sin among God’s 
people. It was so among God’s ancient people Israel. 
It is so among God’s people today. Israel redeemed out 
of Egypt murmured against God and against Moses. 
They criticized their diet, although God fed them an- 
gels’ food. They complained of thirst, although God 
brought water out of the rock. They found fault with 
“the way,” although it was God’s way, and God gra- 
ciously led them in it with a pillar of cloud by day and 
a pillar of frre by night. 

Despite the warning issued to us on the basis of their 


failure (1 Cor. 10:10), discontent and dissatisfaction. 


with God’s will and God’s way are widespread among 
Christians today. A little poem, entitled “The Critic” 
contains a parable applicable to many professing be- 
lievers. It runs like this: 
A little seed lay in the ground 
And soon n to sprout, 


“Now, which of all the flowers around,” 
It mused, “shall I come out?” 


Then the little seed bethought itself and said: “I 
don’t want to be a sunflower, for the sunflower is too 
tall and ungainly, and has no grace or charm. Neither 
do I want to become a rose, for the rose is rather loud 
in color, has thorny stems, wilts quickly, and isn’t at all 
practical. And I certainly don’t want to be a violet, for 
the violet is too small, too uncolorful, grows too near 
the ground in such secluded spots. 
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By MERRILL F. UNGER 


The little seed is like some people we all know. It 
was critical! Critical of everything and everybody 
around it! It found fault with all its neighbors. Some 
were too tall, others were too short. Some were too 
loud in color, others too dull. It had nothing construc- 
tive to offer. Its theme was criticism. 


And so it criticized each flower, 
This supercilious seed, 

Until it woke one summer hour 
And found itself a weed! 


Nothing so bedims our Christian testimony as this 
spirit of captious criticism. Nothing will more quickly 
keep us from becoming bright star-like Christians. “Do 
all things without murmurings and disputings,” says 
the Apostle, “that ye may be blameless and harmless, 
the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as 
lights in the world” (Phil. 2:14, 15). 

“That ye may become blameless and harmless.” Deftly 
the Apostle suggests they are not all they should be. As 
he does so with courtesy and discretion at the same time 
he indicates the purpose of avoiding criticism and mur- 
muring. He wants them irreproachable in life and un- 
hindered in testimony. Their witness is to be given “in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.” It is 
not to be in selfish or timorous isolation. They are not 
to flee away from the world like a monk betaking him- 
self to a cave in the mountains. They are rather to be 
in the world, but not of the world, in visible contrast 
and attractive power, but separate from its evil. 

The necessity for moral separation from the world is 
indicated in the apostolic description of it as “a crooked 
and perverse generation.” There could possibly be no 
more accurate characterization of the unconverted out- 
side world, twisted and distorted by sin, perverted from 
the way of righteousness and truth. In the midst of this 
darkness Paul says God’s saints are to shine or appear 
“as lights in the world.” He is thinking of the black 
nocturnal skies studded with multitudinous stars shed- 
ding their radiant gleam into the blackness of the night. 

Light is needed in the darkness. A candle is of little 
use in the glare of the midday sun. As light-bearers and 
light-reflectors God puts us where we are needed—in 
dark places. Whether in pagan darkness in Africa or 
Asia or in the midst of the moral and spiritual darkness 
of America God makes no mistakes in placing His wit- 
nesses. 

He who said, “J am the Light of the world” (John 
8:12), who is “the Sun of Righteousness” (Mal. 4:2), 
and “the bright and morning Star” (Rev. 22:16), can 
make His servants reflect His glory and in that sense 
repeat Himself. He also said, “Ye are the light of the 
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither 
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What Is Christian Living? 


LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 5:13-16, 
20; PHILIPPIANS 1:27-30; 1 THESS. 
5:15-23; JAMES 1:22, 26-27 
Golden Text: “Let your conversation 
(manner of life) be worthy of the 
Gospel of Christ” (Philippians 1:27) 


The Christian Life 
Christ the Source 
Life “from™ and “in" Him 
“Like” and “for Him 
"With" Him 
Salt preserves from corruption 
Paul's Opinion of Christian Life 
Worthy of Gospel and high calling 
Patience in suffering 
Steadfastness of purpose 
Christian love 
Joyfulness 
Prayer and thanksgiving 
Obedience to Holy Spirit 
Sanctification 


James’ Practical Slant 
Theory not enough 
Practice necessary 
Gospel in action 


The general theme of this quarter’s 
series of lessons is “Growth in Christian 
Living.” The lesson for today is a kind 
of introduction to this series, raising the 
question as to what Christian Living is. 
Naturally one cannot grow in Christian 
Living if one is not in possession of the 
Christian Life, which means the Life of 
Christ within one. 

The Christian Life 

Paul’s significant statement in Philip- 
pians 1:21, “To me to live is Christ” is 
a very succinct answer to the question 
raised by today’s lesson title. He says in 
Gal. 2:20: “I live; yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me.” When Christ comes into 
a man’s heart, the Holy Spirit takes 
possession of him as a “babe in Christ.” 
As he feeds on the Word, he will grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ (2 Pet. 
3:18). Lack of spiritual food tends to- 
ward spiritual marasmus. 

In Hebrews 5:12-14 and in 1 Corin- 
thians 3:1-2 Paul deplores the fact that 
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those to whom he is writing were still 
babes, feeding on pap and milk instead 
of on solid food (don’t use the phrase 
“strong meat”). “Blessed are they which 
do hunger and thirst after righteousness, 
for they shall be filled”—and they will 
grow in the Christian Life, “growing up 
into Him,” as they come into the full 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 
4:13). 

The Christian Life, which to Paul was 
a synonym for Christ Himself, is a life 
“from” Christ. He is its only source, 
for He is the Life; the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life; the Resurrection and the 
Life; the Life more abundant; Life 
eternal, everlasting. It is also Life “in” 
Him. Read the first few chapters of 
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians and note 
the number of times he uses the phrase 
“in Christ Jesus,” or its equivalent, “in 
Him.” It is his way of expressing Jesus’ 
thought in John 15 about the branch 
“abiding in” the vine, for the branch 
has no life of itself. It obtains it “from” 
the vine and retains it only by abiding 
“in” the vine. Then will it bear fruit, 
much fruit, and more fruit (vs. 2-5). 

It is also a Life “like” Christ, for 
there must of necessity be a family re- 
semblance. As He was when in the 
world, so are we to be, and great is 
our responsibility in this respect, for the 
world outside of Christ can have no 
idea as to what He is like except as they 
see Him in us. The emphasis in the 
Epistles is always upon the thought that 
“we shall be like Him.” 

Then it is a Life “for” Him, conse- 
crated, devoted, and dedicated to Him. 
We have been bought with a price, not 
with the blood of bulls and of goats, 
but with His precious (priceful) blood, 
wherefore we are to serve and to glorify 
Him in our body and in our spirit, which 
are His, originally by creation and par- 
ticularly by redemption. 

It is for this reason that Paul exhorts 
us in Rom. 12:1-2 by the mercies of God 
that we present our very bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, our 
logical and reasonable service; not con- 
formed to this age which has no interest 
in the Christian Life, but transformed by 
the renewing of our mind, thus able to 
recognize what the good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God for us is. And 
humility, according to v. 3 (so in Eph. 
4:2), is the first characteristic of the 


Christian Life, “meek and lowly” as He 
was. 

Finally, the Christian Life is one 
“with” Christ, a complete identification 
with Him. “To me to live is Christ.” 
He has promised to be “with” us (Em- 
manuel) unto the end of this age, and 
also that we are to be “with Him” in 
all the ages to come. Even now He 
labors together with us (Mark 16:20), 
as we have the high privilege of being 
laborers together with Him (1 Cor. 
3:9). And as to the future, He is com- 
ing again to take us unto Himself, that 
where He is, we may be also, and with 
David, we shall dwell in the House of 
the Lord forever. 

Jesus Himself gives us some charac- 
teristics of the Christian Life in His 
so-called Sermon on the Mount. Since 
Jesus is the Light of the world (as He 
is the Life of the Christian), He dares 
to say that “ye are the light of the 
world.” As we derive our life from Him, 
so we derive the light from Him which 
we are to reflect into this dark world, 
even as the moon, having no light of its 
own, reflects the light of the sun into 
the darkness of the night. 

Our duty it is to let this light shine, 
as a lighthouse along the shore to guide 
the mariner on his way and to warn him 
of rocks and shoals which he must avoid. 
If for any reason the lighthouse should 
fail to send out its beams, it will be all 
the more dangerous because the sailor 
cannot see the light where his chart 
shows him to look for guidance. So like- 
wise, if the light of the Christian is 
darkness, great indeed is the peril of 
those who have no other light to guide 
them on their pathway through life, for 
great is the darkness without any light 
at all. How happy are they who are 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light, who have been delivered from 
the power of darkness, and have been 
translated into the kingdom of God’s 
dear Son. Let us then walk in the 
light having no fellowship with the un- 


-fruitful works of darkness. 


The life of a Christian is like salt, pre- 
serving the society in which he lives 
from corruption. One can never estimate 
the value of the Church until one can 
visualize how corrupt a community could 
or would be if there were no Christian 
influences at all within it. Men and 
animals must have salt. Animals will 
travel far to get it. Non-Christians recog- 
nize the value of a Christian community 
as a place in which to live and bring 
up children, even though they may not 
support the Church. Years ago I heard 
of a Brooklyn brewer who sent his wife 
and two daughters to spend their sum- 
mers in Ocean Grove. When asked why 
he, a brewer, did so, he stated that he 
ran down week ends to enjoy the quiet- 
ness of the Christian Sabbath there, and 
that he knew his wife and daughters 
would be safe in that definitely Christian 
community. As salt adds something to 
the taste of food, so does the Christian 
element in a community “sweeten the 
atmosphere.” 
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Paul’s Opinion of Christian Life 


In Matthew 5:20 we are advised to 
maintain a higher standard of conduct 
under grace than that of those who, 
under the Old Testament law, sought to 
establish their own righteousness by 
“deeds of the law,” thus hoping to earn 
or merit salvation. In connection with 
this thought we should review Paul’s 
own experience, and his insistence in the 
second half of his epistles upon the 
finest Christian character and conduct 
as the normal expression of the Christian 
Life within. 

Therefore several portions of our les- 
son are taken from his epistles, as, for 
example, the first one from Philippians 
1:27-30. Our Golden Text is the first 
part of verse 27, wherein we are exhorted 
to let our manner of life be worthy of 
the Gospel of Christ, or, as in Ephesians 
4:1, that we walk worthy of our high, 
and holy, and heavenly calling wherewith 
we are called. 

The word translated “conversation” in 
v. 27 is not Paul’s usual word, as in Eph. 
2:3, but here he uses a verb referring to 
conduct as a “citizen,” perhaps repeating 
the thought of the paragraph above, in 
which we spoke of the influence of a 
Christian group upon the life of a com- 
munity. Paul desires that his Christian 
friends should remain firm in the face 
of adversaries, stirred up by Satan who 
hates the Church. Such patience in suf- 
fering would be an indication to their 
adversaries that they could not destroy 
the Church, but by opposing God and 
His people, they would merely be bring- 
ing about their own ruin. 

Suffering was to be expected asa na- 
tural consequence of their union with 
Christ by faith in Him. Christ came 
into the glory by way of the cross. Paul 
had suffered terribly in Philippi, the very 
town in which the Christians to whom 
he is writing this letter lived. Some of 
them had perhaps seen his bleeding 
back, and knew of his imprisonment 
there, his feet in the stocks, his body in 
jail, but his joyful spirit in Heaven, as 
it were, singing Psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs at midnight (Acts 
16:25), for God giveth His children 
songs in the night. 

What is the Christian Life? Read the 
stories of the Christian martyrs, begin- 
ning with Stephen. These Philippian 
Christians knew that Paul was writing 
to them from his prison in Rome. Since 
he himself is willing to suffer for their 
sake and for the sake of the Gospel of 
Christ, he does not hesitate to ask them 
to show steadfastness of purpose to strive 
together for the faith of the Gospel, and 
their faith will overcome the world. 

1 Thessalonians 5:15-23 gives us sev- 
eral other characteristics of the Chris- 
tian Life. In v. 15 we are told that the 
spirit of retaliation is not one of the 
characteristics of a Christian, rather 
should love prevail, whether towards 
each one of the brotherhood, or toward 
those who are without. “Behold how 
these Christians love one another” was a 
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CHRISTIAN LIVING 


The outer life of a Christian is seri- 
ously important. The world sees that 
with keen and critical eyes, and then 
interprets the inner by what it sees of 
the outer man. It does not so’ much 
want words from us as real gentle life 
in us. Wherever it exists, in the saints, 
sinners feel it, and in silent admiration 
say to themselves, “That is good, that 
is real.” 

When actions spring from such a 
life they are eloquent for Christ, and 
need no drum to thump out their 
power. The deepest river glides on 
with silent but irresistible force. It 
needs no poet to sing its depth or 
tell its worth. 











comment made by a non-Christian as he 
observed the early Christian community. 


Joyfulness should fill the heart of a 
Christian for many reasons. “Rejoice 
evermore” is in the Greek the shortest 
sentence in the New Testament, as John 
11:35 is in the English. To rejoice un- 
der all circumstances is possible for 
those who love Him and are called ac- 
cording to His purpose, because He has 
promised to make all things to work to- 
gether for their good and for His glory. 

Prayer and thanksgiving are the nor- 
mal exercise of the Christian under all 
circumstances, and that it should be so 
is God’s will for us in Christ Jesus. 
Prayer is “the Christian’s vital breath,” 
and nothing pleases Him more than a 
“thank you.” Some day He will say 
“thank you” to us! 

Christians must be obedient to the 
voice of the indwelling Spirit, but must 
“judge” or test the spirits. The Holy 
Spirit must not be quenched in His op- 
erations; prophesyings under His influ- 
ence must not be despised, for they are 
the proclamation of God’s will. As the 
proclaimer of God’s will (Eph. 4:11) 
shows that he has a special gift of the 
Holy Spirit, but false prophets must of 
necessity be shunned. Such will arise 
(Mk. 13:22) as a part of Satan’s plot- 
tings against the Church. 

The Christian Life must be above re- 
proach (v. 22), for which reason we are 
not merely to abstain from evil, but from 
every form or appearance of it. With 
this injunction we have Paul’s prayer for 
our “entire sanctification”; that our 
“whole spirit and soul and body” (note 
the order; we put the body first—body, 
soul and spirit) be preserved vlameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And the Christian loves the very 
thought of His appearing. 


James’ Practical Slant 


James, with his practical slant toward 
the problem of the Christian Life, is not 
satisfied if we merely know the theory, 
or even the doctrine. To know the Word 
is not enough; we must practice it; we 
must do it; we must live it. The Chris- 
tial Life is a life—it is the Life—it is 
Christ working in us and through us. 


Finally, we again have his well-known 
definition of the Christian religion, 
which consists not so much in talking 
the Gospel, but in walking it; the Gos- 
pel in action, visiting the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and (don’t 
forget it) keeping ourselves unspotted 
from the world. The Christian religion 
has always been interested in works of 
mens because He, our Lord, is merci- 
ul! 


OCTOBER 8, 1950 


Personal Commitment to Jesus 
Christ 


LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 16:24- 
25; MARK 1:16-20; PHILIPPIANS 
1:19-26 
Golden Text: “To me to live is Christ” 
(Philippians 1:21) 


The Crisis Point 
Peter's revelation 
Cross bearers 
The Christ-centered life 


Jesus Calls the Four 
Fishers of Men 
Peter's commitment 


Paul's Letter to Philippi 
Paul's sufferings 
Identification with Christ 


Last week we learned that for Paul 
life meant Christ, in the words of Philip- 
pians 1:21, “To me to live is Christ,” 
our Golden Text for today. Paul had 
learned that salvation was by God’s 
grace manifested in Christ, but to be 
received by us through faith. Paul knew 
the One whom he had come to believe, 
and was persuaded that He was able to 
guard that which he had committed unto 
Him against that day. Such is the com- 
mitment of which our lesson speaks to- 
day. And even the Psalmist asks us in 
Psalm 37 to commit our way unto the 
Lord, to trust in Him, to delight our- 
selves in Him, to rest in Him, and to 
wait patiently for Him! Surely for us 
in this dispensation this implies a com- 
plete personal commitment to Jesus 
Christ. ~ 

The Crisis Point 

Our lesson today consists of three 
Scripture portions, the first one in 
Matthew 16. In verse 13 we find Jesus 
in the area of Caesarea Philippi, as far 
north as He ever went in the course of 
His ministry. It is a crisis point in His 
earthly career, for from that time forth 
began Jesus to show unto His disciples, 
how that He must go unto Jerusalem 
and suffer many things of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and be raised again the third day. 

But what is meant by “from this time 
forth”? It is related to a question which 
Jesus asked of His disciples: “Who do 
men say that I the Son of man am?” 
And they said, “Some say that Thou art 
John the Baptist; some, Elijah, and oth- 


ers, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 
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He saith unto them: “But as for you, 
who do ye say that I am?” And Simon 
Peter answered and said: “Thou are the 
Christ (Messiah), the Son of the living 
God.” And Jesus answered and said unto 
him: “Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona 
(son of Jona): for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but My Father 
which is in Heaven.” It was “from that 
time forth” that Jesus began to announce 
His death, for to one man it had been 
revealed that Jesus was the Son of God. 
The important point is that Jesus did 
not die as a mere man; not as a martyr 
to a great cause; not as a hero on a bat- 
tle-field, but as the Son of God on a 
cross to make atonement for the sins of 
the world. 

It is only to such a one that we can 
commit ourselves, loving Him because 
He first loved us, even unto death. Paul 
did come to know Him as God’s dear 
Son, and believed Him, and committed 
himself to Him for time and eternity, 
having presented his very body a living 
sacrifice, that he might be His ambassa- 
dor to all the world, His witness to all 
the nations, the preacher of the Gospel 
as the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth on the Lord 
Jesus as his Saviour. 


But Peter could not yet understand 
why He “should be killed.” He actually 
rebuked Jesus for suggesting it, saying: 
“Be it far from Thee, Lord: this shall 
not happen to Thee.” But Jesus turned, 
and said unto Peter: “Get thee behind 
Me, Satan: thou art an offence unto 
Me.” Peter was thinking and talking 
like a mere man; he did not yet fully 
understand that “as Moses had lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so MUST 
the Son of man be lifted up” (John 
3:14). 

Jesus then took occasion to show that 
not only would He have to go to the 
cross, but that anyone who would be 
willing to follow Him would also have a 
cross to bear. These are the words of 
the printed text to that effect: “If any 
man will come after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and fol- 
low Me, for whosoever will save his life 
shall lose it; and whosoever will lose 
his life for My sake shall find it.” Note 
that the verb “will” in these verses is 
not the auxiliary verb to denote the fu- 
ture tense, but that it is the main verb 
of the sentence, “if anyone is willing to 
do so and so,” for a personal commit- 
ment is not possible without an act of 
the will. 

To deny one’s self and to commit one’s 
self to Jesus means to say “No” to one’s 
self and to say “Yes” to Him. Instead 
of the self-centered life, it is the Christ- 
centered life. Instead of seeking to do 
our will, it will mean a desire to know 
what is His will for us and a willingness 
on our part to do it. We shall have to 
turn our backs upon the things which 
the world offers us, so that we may look 
unto Him, “having respect unto the rec- 
ompense of the reward” which He offers 
to those who are faithful to Him unto 
the end. 
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“For what is a man profited if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul?” or “what shall a man give in ex- 
change for his soul?” Therefore, mark 
the ‘acrostic on the letters of the word 
FAITH; Forsaking All I Take Him, so 
that He may be all in all—yea, “more 
than all in Him I find.” 


Jesus Calls the Four 


The second portion of our lesson is 
recorded in Mark 1:16-20. Jesus is in 
Galilee, following the imprisonment of 
John the Baptist, preaching the Gospel 
of the kingdom of God, saying: “The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand: repent ye, and believe the 
gospel” (vs. 14-15). 

This kingdom is an eternal kingdom, 
and men will be needed to proclaim it 
through the centuries, men who will be 
willing to commit themselves to Jesus 
Christ as the King of this kingdom, and 
to proclaim it until the Son of man shall 
come to His kingdom. 

So one day Jesus was walking by the 
sea of Galilee, and saw Simon and An- 
drew casting a net into the sea, for they 
were fishers. He said unto them: “Come 
ye after Me and I will make you to be- 
come fishers of men.” And straightway 
they forsook their nets, and followed 
Him. And when He had gone a little 
farther thence, He saw James the son 
of Zebedee, and John his brother, who 
also were in the ship mending their nets. 
And straightway He called them, and 
they left their father Zebedee in the ship 
with the hired servants and went after 
Him. 

This incident introduces us to the first 
four, and in some respects the most im- 
portant, of the twelve men whom Jesus 
called to surrender their secular calling 
for a spiritual mission. They were to be 
with Him (Mk. 3:14) as disciples, that 
is, learners, for He intended to send them 
forth as Apostles, as heralds of the King 
and of His kingdom, to preach, to teach, 
and to heal, and to cast out demons. 
Their life-work as fishermen was to be 
sublimated, to be raised to a much high- 
er level, and to a more important calling, 
no longer merely to catch fish unto 
death, but, as fishers of men, to catch 
men unto life! 





LIFE FROM ABOVE 


Christianity is not a state of opinion 
and speculation. Christianity is essen- 
tially practical, and | will maintain this, 
that practical Christianity is the great- 
est curer of corrupt speculative Chris- 
tianity. No man, depend upon it, can 
persist from the beginning of his life 
to the end of it in a course of self- 
denial, in a course of generosity, in a 
course of virtue, in a course of piety, 
and in a course of prayer unless he 
draws from this well-spring, unless he 
is drawing from the fountain of our 
Lord Himself. Therefore | say to you, 
again and again, let your Christianity 
be practical. : 

Dr. A. T. Pierson. 











Notice how skillfully Peter, after sev- 
eral years, casts the Gospel net on the 
day of Pentecost, bringing in three thou- 
sand souls! He now understands and de- 
clares it, that Jesus was delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God into wicked hands which cruci- 
fied and slew Him. But God raised Him 
up, to become the one and only Saviour 
of mankind, for there is no salvation in 
any other, since there is none other 
name given among men, whereby we 
must be saved. 

Peter came to know this truth by a 
personal experience, and gladly sub- 
mitted to it and to Him (read how he ex- 
presses it in 1 Pet. 1:18-25). Therefore 
did he personally commit himself to his 
Lord, and after several years of con- 
tact, association, and fellowship with 
Him, having thus come to know the 
truth as it is in Him, he was able effec- 
tively to preach it, and, in his epistles, 
to record it for the edification of those 
who were willing to hear and to read. 


Paul’s Letter to Philippi 


The third portion of our printed les- 
son text is taken from Philippians 1:19- 
26, the wonderful letter Paul wrote to 
the Christians in the city of Philippi in 
Macedonia. In reading this epistle we 
should not forget to review the record of 
his visit to that city in the course of his 
second missionary journey (Acts 16); 
how he was beaten across the back until 
his blood flowed therefrom; how he and 
Silas were imprisoned, their feet in the 
stocks, but singing hymns in spite of 
their discomfort, for although their 
bodies were in prison, their hearts were 
in Heaven. 

To the Church in this city he could 
later write without a note of bitterness; 
in fact he tells them to rejoice in 
Lord alway, and again he says, “Re- 
joice” (4:4). He was able so to write 
because he was so closely identified with 
Jesus to whom he had committed his all, 


that we need a special list of verbs to 


express this complete personal identifi- 
cation of Paul with Christ. 

In Romans 6 and Ephesians 2 we find 
these verbs, all compounded with the 
same prefix meaning “with,” for by faith 
in Him we are crucified with Him, 
buried with Him, raised with Him from 
death to newness of life, and now living 
with Him in heavenly places, wherever 
our physical bodies may happen to be. 
So Paul expresses his experience. 

Satan was continually on Paul’s track, 
for he hates Jesus and those who are 
identified wtih Him, and who have com- 
mitted their lives to the ministry of His 
Gospel. So in the course of time Paul 
was arrested again, and probably from 
the Mamertine prison in Rome is writ- 
ing this letter to the Philippians. 

In verse 19 Paul, far from complain- 
ing because of his afflictions, is certain 
that they will contribute, not only to his 
“final salvation, but to the saving and 
sanctifying work of Christ” in his own 
heart. These afflictions will also elicit 
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their prayers in his behalf, and through 
the indwelling Spirit which animated 
Jesus the Christ, he too expected to be 
supplied with the help and strength nec- 
essary to carry on the ministry with 
which he had been commissioned. 

Indeed, it was his expectation and 
hope that he would never be put to 
shame by any failure to magnify the per- 
son and the work of Christ, even though 
it might have to be through martyrdom 
which was apparently facing him. Christ 
was everything to Paul, and to Him Paul 
commits the alternative of life or death, 
even though the latter would be gain to 
him in view of his many afflictions. 

The important thing was that to re- 
main in the flesh would possibly be of 
benefit to these Christians, since by his 
ministry he might be able to further 
their faith and thus increase their joy. 
Therefore, he does not wish to decide 
or even to state his choice in the matter, 
leaving it to his Lord whether he was to 
continue a while longer in the flesh, or 
to depart, and to be in closer fellow- 
ship with Christ, which he admits would 
be far better for him personally. 

Should he then be released from his 
imprisonment and be permitted to live 
and work a little while longer, he would 
be able to visit them again in person and 
thus they would again be able to rejoice 
in the presence of himself as the ambas- 
sador of the Lord Jesus, to whom they 
as well as he had -personally committed 
themselves as believers in Him. 


OCTOBER 15, 1950 


Using the Bible 
LESSON TEXT: PSALM 
ACTS 8:26-35 


Golden Text: “Thy word have I hid in 
mine heart, that I might not sin against 
Thee” (Psalm 119:11) 


19:7-11; 


The Christian's Companion 
The Word giveth light 
Heart of God and man revealed 
Growth necessary 


The Revelation of God 
Spiritual food 
The world book 
The Word book 


The Law of the Lord 
The Torah 
The Ten Words 


Psalm 119 
Repetition of message 
A mnemonic. device 
The cleansing Word 
Philip and the Ethiopian 
The inquiring reader 
The eunuch baptized 


Other Bible Uses 
Early salvation 
Good works 
Growth 


Relating the topic for today to the 
general theme of the quarter’s lessons, 
“Growing in Christian Living,” we have 
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no difficulty in understanding that the 
Bible is the constant companion of every 
Christian from the very beginning of his 
Christian experience and throughout his 
life here on earth. 


The Christian’s Companion 


We were “begotten through the Gos- 
pel” (1 Cor. 1:15). He begat us with 
the Word of truth (Jas. 1:18). We were 
born, as Christians, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for- 
ever (1 Pet. 1:23). 

The entrance of God’s Word giveth 
light (Psa. 119:130), the first effect of 
which is to convict the heart of the 
natural man of sin. The Holy Spirit 
working through the law will do this, 
showing and revealing that every im- 
agination of the thoughts of his heart is 
only evil continually (Gen. 6:5). It 
would be a sorry story indeed if it ended 
with this diagnosis. 

But the Word of God reveals not only 
the heart of man, which is desperately 
wicked (Jer. 17:9), but it also reveals 
the heart of God which is full of com- 
passion, pitiful, and of tender mercy 
(Jas. 5:11). Therefore, as we move 
through the Old Testament we come to 
Isaiah, the evangelical prophet (his 
name means the same as that of Jesus), 
who issues this invitation: “Come now, 
and let us reason together” saith the 
Lord, “though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.” 


Having accepted this invitation and 
having experienced the forgiveness of 
sins, one begins to live the Christian life 
as a new-born babe in Christ. This life 
must now be nourished, and the proper 
food is at hand, namely, “the sincere 
milk of the Word,” that, feeding upon it, 
we may grow thereby (1 Pet. 2:2). 


The law of growth is the same in the 
life of the body as in the realm of the 
spirit; we simply must not remain stat- 
ic; we must grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. Marasmus is a dangerous 
condition of body and so of the soul. 

Paul was much concerned about babes 
in Christ who were not growing. So 
many were content to remain in the 
“pap” stage, feeding on milk, when they 
should be feeding on solid food. They 
remained in the “kindergarten grade” 
when they should be teachers, Hebrews 
5:14 (“strong meat” is. in the Greek 
“solid food”). See also 1 Corinthians 
3:1-2. 


The Revelation of God 


Before there was a Bible, God was 
pleased to speak to men in various ways; 
in visions and in dreams; audibly to 
Samuel and others; through angels and 
prophets. After the Bible was com- 
pleted, having spoken to us in and 
through His Son, the New Testament 
Gospels giving us the record thereof, He 
continues to speak to us in His Word, 


which we are speaking of in our lesson 
today as the Bible, a Greek word mean- 
ing the Book. In it we find spiritual 
food, the manna from Heaven, the bread 
of life, as it reveals to us Jesus who is 
our life as to its origin and who is its 
sustenance from day to day, as we feed 
upon Him through daily communion 
with Him, as He speaks to us in His 
Word, and we to Him in prayer. 

The Bible has much to say about it-, 
self, as in Psalm 19:7-11, the first por- 
tion of our lesson. This Psalm is inter- 
esting because at first reading it seems 
to consist of two unrelated poems. But 
upon closer examination it will be ob- 
served that it speaks to us of the two 
revelations of God which the saints of 
the Old Testament dispensation ‘had, in 
the World Book (nature, vs. 1-6) and in 
the Word Book (the Law of the Lord). 
As the Creator, it speaks of God, v. 1, 
but as the LORD, seven times in vs. 7- 
14, when speaking of His relation to 
man as a moral being, created in His 
image. And remember that the word 
LORD, printed in four capital letters, 
means that in the Hebrew text of the 
Old Testament we have the name Jeho- 
vah. So in Genesis 1, the name God is 
used when active in creation. But after 
man had been created, Jehovah is used 
when He is dealing with man. In Gene- 
sis 2:4-22 “the LORD God” is used, for 
the God of creation is also the Jehovah 
of redemption. ; 

So in Psalm 19 we have the physical 
universe, the wide range of the sciences, 
the laws of God in nature (vs. 1-6); but 
in vs. 7-14 we have the spiritual world, 
the field of religion, the Law of Jehovah. 
And there is no contradiction between 
science and religion, between the two 
volumes, the World Book and the Word 
Book, for God is the author of both! In 
fact, we have had evidences that it has 
taken science a long time to “catch up” 
with the Bible. 


The Law of the Lord 


There is an interesting point, not ap- 
parent in the English Bible, with refer- 
ence to Psalm 19:7-9. ‘The Hebrew word 
for “law” is Torah, a term applied by 
the Hebrews to the five books of Moses, 
the Pentateuch. The essence of the 
Torah is to be found in a highly con- 
centrated form in the Ten. Command- 
ments, which the Hebrews call the Ten 


Words. 


Now the first six verses show no pe- 
culiarity as to form from the standpoint 
of Hebrew poetry, but as soon as the 
author begins to speak of the Torah of 
Jehovah, he uses “ten words” in verses 
7, 8 and 9; whether by design or coin- 
cidence, we may not be able to say. 

Note what the Law of the Lord, the 
Word of God, does in verses 7-9. It 
converts the soul; it makes the simple 
wise; it rejoices the heart; it enlightens 
the eyes; true and righteous altogether, it 
endureth forever. No wonder that the 
Psalmist declares that the Word of God 
is more to be desired than much fine 
gold, sweeter indeed than the drop- 
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LET YOUR MANNER OF 
LIFE BE WORTHY OF THE 
GOSPEL OF CHRIST 


Phil. 1: 27 (R.V.) 
Having explained the way of salva- 
tion very simply to a young lady, a 
few days later Mr. S. D. Richards re- 
ceived a. note thanking him for the 
conversation, relating how now she 
could say she trusted the Lord Jesus 
and was glad in Him, and adding: 
“If any one during the last three years 
had spoken to me as you did the other 
night, | should have been a Christian. 
It was just what | was wanting. | often 
wonder Christians talk so little about 
Christ." 





Preachers and teachers all are we 
Sowers of seed unconsciously. 
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pings of the honeycomb. By God’s Word 
we are warned, as by signs we are cau- 
tioned while driving along our highways, 
and in keeping His statutes and com- 
mandments there is great reward. 


Psalm 119 


One cannot read verses 7-9 without 
noticing that the words law, testimony, 
statutes, commandments, and judgments 
run through the whole of Psalm 119, the 
longest chapter in the Bible, in the 
longest book of the Bible, and like the 
shortest chapter, Psalm 117, on practi- 
cally the middle page of the Bible. 

It is one of six Psalms beginning with 
the word “blessed,” as does the book of 
Psalms itself. Almost all of its 176 
verses are in praise of the Word of God. 
Blessed, that is, truly happy, are the un- 
defiled in the way, who walk in the law 
of the Lord (in the Torah of Jehovah), 
ye & 

It would not be easy to commit these 
176 verses to memory and to recite them 
in order without a mistake. The author 
seems to have sensed this difficulty, espe- 
cially, since there was no printing press 
in those days, so he used a mnemonic 
device (an aid in memorizing) to ‘help 
those who were interested to “learn it 
by heart.” 

The Psalm is divided into twenty-two 
sections according to the number of the 
letters in the Hebrew alphabet, their 
names appearing in order in our English 
Bibles, one over each section. The eight 
verses in each section begin with the 
same letter, thus making it much easier 
to memorize the verses in correct order. 
Six of the eight verses, 65-72, begin with 
“T”; changing “before” to “till” at verse 
67, and reading ’t is for “it is” at verse 
71, the eight verses will begin with “t” 
as in the Hebrew text. Lamentations 3 
has 66 verses, arranged exactly like 
Psalm 119, except that there are only 
three instead of eight verses in each sec- 
tion. These chapters are called “acros- 
tic”. poems. Psalm 119:8 asks the ques- 
tion: “Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way?” or “keep his way 
clean?” The answer is: “By taking heed 
thereto according to Thy Word.” And 
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how to do this? Verse 11, our Golden 
Text, is the answer: “Thy Word have I 
hid in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against Thee.” Joseph, when tempted, 
kept his life clean by remembering this, 
as he asks the question: “How then can 
I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God?” And Jesus, when tempt- 
ed, uses the word of God as a sword, 
quoting three times from the book of 
Deuteronomy. 


Philip and the Ethiopian 


Another use of the Scriptures is illus- 
trated by the second portion of our les- 
son (Acts 8:26-35). While Philip the 
evangelist was conducting a successful 
revival with the help of Peter and John 
(v. 14), he was ordered to leave on a 
special mission, taking him along the 
road leading from Jerusalem by way of 
Gaza to Egypt. On this road he met an 
Ethiopian who was returning to his coun- 
try from Jerusalem, where he had ap- 
parently been in touch with some strange 
events, concerning which he wished to 
know more. Philip found him reading 
Isaiah 53 in the Greek or Septuagint 
text, as shown by the order of the words 
“sheep” and “lamb” in Acts 8:32 
(“lamb” and “sheep” in the Hebrew 
and in our Old Testament, Isa. 53:7). 
Philip asked him whether he knew of 
whom the writer was speaking in that 
passage of Scripture. The Ethiopian 
confessed that he did not, and that he 
needed someone to guide him in the un- 
derstanding of it. This gave Philip the 
opportunity of preaching Jesus from that 
great “crucifixion chapter” in the Old 
Testament. There was, of course, no 
New Testament at that time. 

So the Ethiopian believed the message 
of Philip, based on the Bible text, was 
baptized, and returned to his country 
with great joy, for he had good com- 
pany the rest of the way, Jesus in his 
heart. Thus we have here another prac- 
tical way of using the Bible, in our 
teaching and. preaching ministry. 


Other Bible Uses 


There are so many other passages 
which might be cited to indicate ways 
of using the Bible. Read 2 Timothy 3: 
14-17 as an example. Here Paul testi- 
fies concerning Timothy that, as a child, 
he had known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make one wise unto salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. He had 
been taught by his grandmother Lois 
and by his mother Eunice, as we may 
infer from 2 Timothy 1:5. 

These Scriptures, given by inspiration 
of God are profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all 
good works. 

Read also in this connection Hebrews 
4:12, not forgetting Isaiah 55;10-11, 
where God’s Word is spoken of under 
the figure of rain and snow coming 
down from Heaven; like rain doing its 
work quickly, but at other times like 
snow, lying a long time until it melts so 


that it may do its work, which in time 
it will do, for we have the promise from 
God Himself that “it shall not return 
unto Me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it.” 

The use of the Bible as the Word of 
God is further illustrated under the fig- 
ure of a sower sowing seed, which teach- 
ers can develop with their classes, using 
the classic passages as spoken by Jesus 
Himself, and as recorded in Matthew 13, 
Mark 4, and Luke 8. 

As we have admitted the Word into 
our own hearts; as we daily submit our- 


‘selves to it that we may grow thereby; 


as we regularly commit more and more 
of it to memory, so that it may become 
a part of our very being, so we should 
constantly transmit it to others that souls 
dead in sin may be quickened, made 
alive by the Gospel of Christ, which is 
the power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth. By so doing, we shall 
ourselves be growing. 


OCTOBER 22, 1950 
Growing Through Prayer 


LESSON TEXT: MATTHEW 6:9-13; 
LUKE 11:9-13; PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11 


Golden Text: “And I say unto you, Ask, 

and it shall be given you; seek and ye 

shall find; knock and it shall be opened 
unto you” (Luke 11:9) 


Hindrances to Answered Prayer 
in 
Self will 

Prayers of the Bible 
Intercessory prayers 


Dedication 
Petition 


The Family Altar 
Prayer 
Bible reading 
Praise 


The Lord's Prayer 
God in the Heavens 
“Debts” and ‘Trespasses” 
A.S.K. 


Paul's Prayers 
Thanksgiving and joy 
Concern for converts 


Since we mentioned the sentence a few 
weeks ago, our readers are no doubt 
well acquainted with this statement in 
one of J. Montgomery’s hymns: “Prayer 
is the Christian’s vital breath.” And 
there is no life if there is no breathing. 
Last week we were discussing the use 
of the Bible, the book through which 
God speaks to us. In proper sequence 
we are considering Prayer today, by 
which we speak to God. 


Hindrances to Answered Prayer 


We believe that God created man in 
His image, implying spiritual faculties 
which no animal has, in order that He 
might have communion and fellowship 
with him. Sin alone can hinder this 
communion, as indicated by the conduct 
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of Adam and his wife, who fled from the 
‘presence of God after they had by dis- 
obedience violated His command. And 
the Psalmist in 66:18 realizes that God 
would not hear him, should he be har- 
boring iniquity in his heart. Sin (like 
an embolism in the blood stream), blocks 
and thus prevents the free and uninter- 
rupted communion between the soul and 
God. “I cry but Thou hearest not” 
(Psa. 22:2) expresses the agony of a 
soul thus cut off from fellowship and 
communion with God. 


Many of us are apt to believe that 
prayer means simply to ask God to give 
us something which we desire to have, 
perhaps without stopping to consider 
whether it would be according to His 
will for us to have it, or whether it 
would really benefit us to have it. Years 
ago, in a small volume on prayer by a 
distinguished author, our attention was 
called to the difference between the 
prayer of the so-called prodigal son be- 
fore he left home, in these words: “Fath- 
er, give me,” and his petition upon his 
return: “Father, make me” (Lk. 15:12, 
19). 

The second request was a real prayer, 
and if we will learn the lesson, we shall 
do a little less praying by way of asking 
God to give us this or that, and a little 
more by way of requesting Him to make 
us what He would have us to be; and 
the pleasant surprise we shall receive is 
that He delights to answer such requests 
by “giving” us what is necessary to 
“make” us what He wants us to be. 


Prayers of the Bible 


It is a most profitable exercise to 
study the prayers of the.Bible, several of 
which are included in today’s lesson 
text. One of the most important forms 
of prayer is what we speak of as inter- 
cessory prayer—praying for others. Read 
Abraham’s prayer in Genesis 18:23-33 
in behalf of Sodom. Then turn to Exo- 
dus 32:30-32 where we find Moses in- 
terceding for Israel. They had been 
guilty of erecting a golden calf as an 
object of worship, while Moses was in 
the mountain speaking with God. When 
Moses returned, the Lord threatened to 
consume them, and in turn to make 
Moses the ancestor of a great nation, 
32:10. But Moses besought the Lord 
not to do so, for then would the Egypt- 
ians say that the Lord had brought 
Israel out of Egypt merely to slay them 
and to consume them from the face of 
the earth (v. 12). 

So Moses prays further in verses 31 
and 32: “Oh, this people have sinned a 
great sin, and have made them gods of 
gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their 
sin—” and Moses breaks down under 
the stress and strain of the emotion, but 
collecting himself, he begins again: “and 
if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of the 
book which Thou hast written.” Paul, 
in Romans 9:3, expresses practically the 
same sentiment. 


Another extraordinary intercessory 
prayer is that of Ezra in his book at 
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chapter 9, verses 5-15, as he confesses 
the sin of his people and casts them, as 
it were, upon the mercy of God. We 
should not forget in this connection to 
read a similarly remarkable prayer in 
Nehemiah 9:4-38, in which the people 
confess their disobedience and intercede 
for God’s mercy (v. 32). 

The great intercessory prayer of the 
Bible is, of course, Jesus’ “high-priestly” 
prayer in John 17, as we call it. He is 
praying in behalf of the work which the 
Father had committed to Him, and which 
He was about to finish on the cross. He 
then prays for His disciples whom He 
is about to leave in the world as He 
returns to the Father, asking that they 
be kept from the evil one. Finally, He 
prays for all those who in the ‘years to 
come were to believe on His Name, all 
one great and glorious fellowship. 

We might here refer to the longest 
prayer in the Bible, that of Solomon at 
the dedication of the great Temple in 
Jerusalem, almost a thousand years be- 
fore Christ, recorded in 1 Kings 8. In 
this prayer Solomon also prays in be- 
half of his people, asking the Lord to 
hear them and to forgive them, should 
they fall into sin, repent, and plead His 
forgiveness. By way of contrast, the 
shortest prayer in the Bible is that of 
Peter as he cries: “Lord, save me,” when 
he was seeking to walk to Jesus on the 
water, but on account of his fear, began 
to sink (Mt. 14:29-30). An equally short 
prayer is that of the Syro-Phoenecian 
woman in verse 25 of the next chapter: 
“Lord help me,” but in the Greek text 
it has two more letters than the prayer 
in 14:30. 


The Family Altar 


One of the happiest memories that a 
child can carry with him through life is 
that of godly parents presiding over a 
Christian family in which prayers were 
said at the table before meals, and in 
which there was a “family altar” where 
prayers were said, the Bible was read, 
and Christian hymns were sung every 
morning. In such an atmosphere the 
growth of the Christian life can be fos- 
tered as nowhere else. 


The Lord’s Prayer 


The Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 
5-7 may be called the charter of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. In it we find the 
characteristics of the subjects of that 
Kingdom, their rights, privileges, and 
prerogatives. One is the right to peti- 
tion the throne. How to pray Jesus 
shows to His disciples in our printed 
text in the words of what we usually 
call the Lord’s Prayer, but really the 
Disciples’ Prayer as it was taught them 
by the Lord (Mt. 6:9-13). 

They are to address God as their 
Father, who is in the Heavens. It is 
interesting to note in the Greek text 
that the word for Heaven is in the plural 
in verse 9; but in the singular in verse 
10. G. Campbell Morgan in one of his 
books on Prayer calls our attention to 


the fact that the Jews spoke of three 
Heavens (sée 2 Cor. 12:2) ; the one close 
to and surrounding the earth; the starry 
heavens; and the Heaven of heavens, 
where God’s will is perfectly done. - 

Because God is omnipresent, He in- 
habits the “three Heavens,” therefore, 
“Our Father, who art in ‘the Heavens’.” 
But when we pray that His will be done 
in earth as it is in Heaven (singular 
number), the referente is to the third 
Heaven, where as just stated, His will 
is always done. 

Our first interest in this prayer is that 
His name be hallowed (reminding us 
of the commandment, not to take God’s 
name in vain). Then do we pray that 
His kingdom may come, which naturally 
implies the coming of the King, for 
which reason we pray “even so, come, 
Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). Then indeed 
will God’s will be done in earth, as it is 
in Heaven. Meanwhile, as Christians, 
we should ever seek to do His will in 
our personal lives “until He come.” 

Our dependence on the Lord for all 
things is acknowledged by the petition 
that He give us each day our daily 
bread. The King James version of 
Psalm 37:3 assures us that if we trust 
in the Lord and do good, we shall dwell 
in the land and be fed. But the Lord 
does even better than that, giving sun- 
shine to the evil and to the good, and 
sending rain upon the just and upon the 
unjust. But how many take thought and 
time to thank Him for it? 

The petition that the Lord forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors 
makes this prayer a dangerous one to 
pray! Surely, having been forgiven, we 
should have a forgiving spirit, even to- 
wards our enemies, which is possible 
only if the Spirit of Christ dwell in us, ° 
fer did not He Himself pray, “Father 
forgive them, for they know not what 
they do”? 

We usually pray this petition using 
the word trespasses instead of debts, and 
the question is frequently raised, Why 
do we do so? The word trespasses does 
occur in verse 14, but that is not the real 
reason. To answer the question we must 
know that the words “trespasses” and 
“tréspass” came into use through Tyn- 
dale, “the father of the English Bible.” 
Without going into detail, suffice it to 
say that the first English Testaments 
(translated by Tyndale on the continent) 
to reach England fixed the usage of the 
people, and the word received official 





* THE CHRISTIAN WALK 


He walks in the presence of God 
that converses with Him in frequent 
prayer and communion; that runs to 
Him with all his necessities; that asks 
counsel of Him in all his doubtings; 
that opens all his wants to Him; that 
weeps before Him for all his sins; and 
that asks remedy and support for his 
weakness; that fears Him as a Judge, 
reverences Him as a Lord, and obeys 
Him as a Father. 

Jeremy Taylor. 
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sanction in the Prayer Book of Edward 
VI in 1599. English influence led to its 
general use in liturgical churches in 
this country. 

Temptations, testings, and trials may 
be necessary for growth in the Christian 
life but usually they are not very pleas- 
ant. Read what James 1:12-14 has to 
say about the temptations of the flesh, 
and then let us comfort ourselves with 
the promise of 1 Cor. 10:13 where we 
read that God is faithful, who will not 
allow us to be tempted (tested) above 
that which we are able to bear, but will 
with the temptation also make a way 
to escape. 

When we pray to be delivered from 
evil, we may again recall Jesus’ petition 
in John 17:15, where He prays that His 
disciples may be kept from the evil 
which is in the world. In both passages 
the Greek word for “evil” may be neu- 
ter or masculine, that is, we may pray to 
be delivered from evil, or from the \evil 
one, the instigator of all evil. 

The doxology, “for Thine is the king- 
dom,” etc., is not found in all of the 
oldest manuscripts, and is therefore 
omitted in some of the translations and 
versions. There is no valid reason for 
not using it when we pray, for it is the 
expression of the desire of every Chris- 
tian that it should be so. 

In Luke 11 Jesus teaches this prayer 
upon the request of His disciples that 
He teach them how to pray. Note that 
the “doxology” just spoken of is not 
found here. In verses 9-13 we are even 
urged “to petition the throne.” Ask, 
Seek, and Knock; and if we take the in- 
itial letters of these three words, we shall 
have A S K, a double invitation as it 
were, with the assurance that God is 
more willing to give His children what 
they need and ask for than an earthly 
father, who delights to answer his chil- 
dren’s request for physical bread. 


Paul’s Prayer 


Paul was a man of prayer. We read 
many of his prayers, incorporated in his 
New Testament epistles, as he prays 
particularly for the spiritual health and 
growth of his converts in the churches 
he was instrumental in establishing. 
The third portion of our printed lesson 
is one of these prayers, recorded in 
Philippians 1:3-11. 

A note of thanksgiving usually intro- 
duces his prayers (v.3), followed in this 
case with a note of joy, because of a 
common experience of, and fellowship 
in, the Gospel; more particularly, be- 
cause of Paul’s confidence that God 
would bring to its final consummation 
the good work which He had begun in 
these Philippian Christians when they 
came to believe in Jesus Christ as their 
Saviour and Lord. 

His converts he again declares in verse 
7 he has in his heart, longing after them 
in the heart (so translate the word 
“bowels”) of Jesus Christ. They were 
partakers with him of God’s grace, and 
even while he was in prison, they de- 
fended the Gospel by their manner of 
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life and testimony, thus confirming and 
establishing it in the minds and hearts 
of others. 

In verse 9 he prays that their mutual 
love might grow, resulting in. increase 
of knowledge and discernment, so that 
they might be able to discriminate be- 
tween right and wrong, and choose the 
right. Thus would they never become a 
stumbling-block for others, and would 
themselves in their life and conduct show 
forth the righteousness which they had 
obtained through faith in Christ unto 
the glory and praise of God. 


OCTOBER 29, 1950 


Growing Through Reading and 
Meditation 


LESSON TEXT: ACTS 17:10-12; 
PHILIPPIANS 4:8-9; 1 TIMOTHY 
4:12-16; 2 TIMOTHY 2:15; 4:13 


Golden Text (R.V.): “Whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is gracious, if there is any ex- 
cellence, if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these _ things” 
(Philippians 4:8) 


Christian Literature 
The printing press 
Hand-written manuscripts 


The Printed Bible 
Erasmus and Tyndale 
English and German translations 
Growth of schools 


Attitudes toward Bible 
Ezra's and David's 
Satan's and other rebels' 


Searchers of the Scriptures 
Unbelieving Jews 
Inquiring Greeks 


“Think on These" 
Movies, comics, litter-ature 
Religious reading wanted 


Rightly Dividing the Word 
Timothy's instruction 
Tyndale and Paul in prison 


The words “reading and meditation” 
in our lesson title naturally refer to 
Christian literature, pre-eminently the 
Bible, but also including the vast num- 
ber of religious books and magazines 
constantly issuing from the press. 

Christian Literature 

As an interesting introduction to the 
teaching of this lesson, pupils of all ages 
will find it helpful to consider the mira- 
cle of the printing press, an institution 
which we take for granted, hardly able, 
therefore, to appreciate the fact there 
was a time when there was no printing 
as we know it today. We usually date 
the invention of the printing press at 
about 1450 A.D., a comparatively simple 
device as compared with a modern high- 
ly complex press, from which come thou- 
sands of sheets of printed matter. per 
hour instead of a few dozen from the 
old-time hand press: It would be of 








great interest and benefit te. a Sunday 
School class for the teacher to arrange 
with a newspaper publisher for a visit 
to his plant while one of these mammoth 
presses is in operation. 

After such a visit, the word manuscript 
(a Latin word meaning “written by 
hand”) will have real meaning for them. 
Before there was any printing, writing 
was done by hand on various materials 
such as parchment, vellum, papyrus, 
bark of trees, etc. Some of these words 
have an interesting history. Parchment 
is derived from Pergamum, the name of 
a city; papyrus gives us our word paper, 
‘Papier in German. Our word Bible 
comes from the Greek word, biblia, which 
itself comes from Byblos, the name of a 
city, and then the name of the papyrus 
plant exported from that city. 

The word Bible meant originally a 
book, and the word “book” is the same 
as the German das Buch, which is derived 
from the feminine noun, die Buche, the 
beech tree, on the bark of which tree 
writing was done in ancient times in 
Germany. Our verb, to write, comes 
from an Old Germanic verb meaning to 
scratch, referring to the way letters 
(called:runes) were cut into the bark. 
The German verb, schreiben, to write, 
they took from the civilized Romans, 
whence we have the words “scribe” and 
“Scriptures,” inscribe, prescribe, sub- 
scribe, etc. 

Writing on the materials mentioned 
above naturally limited the amount or 
range of literature. Materials may have 
been scarce and expensive at times, and 
it is reasonable to believe that the num- 
ber of people able to read in ancient 
times was rather limited. 

In these days, when one can easily 
carry a New Testament in one’s pocket, 


‘it may be difficult to realize that there 


was a time when Scripture had to be 
transmitted from generation to genera- 
tion largely by word of mouth, that is, 
from memory, for a whole Bible in 
manuscript form would not only be ex- 


* pensive but also too bulky to handle. It 


is said that a farmer gladly paid a load 
of hay for one page of Wycliffe’s trans- 
lation of the Bible. 

This translation was the first com- 
plete one of the whole Bible made into 
English. It was made, not from the 
Hebrew and Greek original texts, but 
from the Latin, and appeared about 1382 
A.D. After the fall of Constantinople 
in 1453, schclars who knew Greek and 
Hebrew came from the East to the West, 
introducing the study and teaching of 
these languages into the universities of 
the West. 


The Printed Bible 


With the help of the printing press, 
Erasmus printed a Greek New Testa- 
ment, and going to England to teach, 
influenced William Tyndale, so that he 
in turn undertook to translate the Bible 
from the original texts. He was com- 
pelled to flee to the continent to do this 
work because of opposition to the idea 
of putting the Bible into the language of 
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the common people. But he finished the 
New Testament, many copies of which 
were smuggled into England, and also 
succeeded in translating about half of 
the Old Testament before he was stran- 
gled to death, with this prayer on his 
lips: “O Lord, open the King of Eng- 
land’s eyes.” 

This prayer was abundantly answered, 
for many versions of the Bible appeared 
in the century following his death in 
1536. Miles Coverdale completed the 
translation of Tyndale’s Bible, but from 
the German and Latin, and in 1535 had 
the first complete English Bible printed 
on a printing press. It is very important 
to know that a large percentage of the 
text of our King James Bible (1611) is 
taken from Tyndale’s text. 


We should also remember that this 
century (1450-1550) was the time of the 
Reformation in Germany. This move- 
ment gave the people of that country the 
Bible in their language as translated by 
Luther. That people might be able to 
read this so important a book, schools 
were established, and when in the won- 
derful providence of God this land of 
ours was opened up by Columbus 
(Christopher, “the Christ-bearer”), also 
in that century, many persecuted Chris- 
tians in the years following came to our 
shores with a copy of the Bible in their 
book-chests, and established churches, 
and in time, schools, so that they and 
their children might read, and meditate 
in, the most wonderful book of all time. 


Attitudes Toward Bible 


Ezra in Old Testament times (7:10) 
had the love of God’s word in his heart, 
having “prepared his heart to seek the 
law of the Lord, and te do it, and to 
teach it in Israel.” The Psalmist de- 
clares that the truly happy man is he 
who, avoiding evil companions (1:1), 
delights in the law of the Lord, and 
meditates therein day and night (1:2). 
In 2:1 the Psalmist speaks of those rebels 
against God’s moral government who 
“imagine” a vain thing. The word 
“imagine” translates the same Hebrew 
verb translated “meditate” in 1:2. 

It is always evident that there are two 
groups of people with respect to their 
attitude towards God’s word: those who 
meditate therein to find God’s will, with 
a real desire to do it, as in the case of 
Ezra mentioned above; and those who, 
by way of contrast, meditate, though 
vainly, against God’s Word and _ will. 
seeking to destroy the Bible, for they 
hate it even as Satan does. How we 
should appreciate the attitude of David 
as he exclaims in Psalm 119:97, “O how 
love I Thy law! it is my meditation all 
the day.” 


Searchers of the Scriptures 


There are at least three dozen refer- 
ences in the New Testament to “read- 
ing,” besides the passage in John 5:39 
where Jesus admits that the Jews 
searched the Scriptures but they would 
not come to Him (v.40). They may 
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have been “searching” the Scriptures in 
a mechanical sort of way, to find the 
middle word or the middle letter, but 
that sort of exercise reveals no saving 
truth. 

In the first portion of our printed les- 
son, Paul speaks of quite a different type 
of people who searched (not the same 
Greek verb as in John 5:39) the Scrip- 
tures daily, in order to learn for them- 
selves whether what Paul was teaching 
and preaching was true. 

Opponents of Paul in Thessalonica had 
made it uncomfortable for him to con- 
tinue his ministry there. He was there- 
fore sent on to Berea by those ‘who were 
interested in his welfare. In this town 
he found those in the synagogue who 
were willing to test his messages by re- 
ferring to the Scriptures. The result 
was that many of them believed, includ- 
ing men and women who were Greeks. 
It is because of Paui’s appreciation of 
these “Bible students” that we have 
many Berean Bible classes throughout 
our- land. 


“Think on These” 


The second printed portion of our les- 
son includes the Golden Text for today 
(Phil. 4:8-9). The soul “takes its color” 
largely from that which enters into it by 
way of the ear-gate and the eye-gate. 
Job, in 31:1, says that he made a cove- 
nant with his eyes, so that he might not 
look upon anything that might tempt 
him to sin. We might well do this when 
it comes to the question, “What shall I 
read?” 


Children are tempted these days to 
substitute Sunday movies for the Sunday 
School; to substitute the “funnies,” the 
comics, for Bible stories. Older folk who 
read fiction will agree that much of what 
has recently been written in this field 
does not tend to the purifying of the 
soul, neither to keep it clean. The time 
seems to be near at hand when we shall 
have to spell the word literature as litter- 
ature. But, to forestall undue pessimism 
with respect to this matter, publishers 
tell us that there is a greater demand for 
religious books and journals than ever 
before. One of the most interesting phe- 
nomena today is the reprinting of stan- 
dard religious works of the past century. 
They have been enjoying a rapid sale. 

This would agree with Paul’s injunc- 
tion, that we set our mind on what is 
true, serious, just, pure, lovely, of good 
report, virtuous, praise-worthy, as Paul 
himself did, and as they saw when he 
was with them. Such things shall we 
in our conduct as Christians practice and 
do, thus assuring the presence of the God 
of peace and the peace of God in our 
hearts, for He will not dwell in a filthy 
environment. Let us therefore select our 
reading carefully, that our meditation 
may be upon that which will edify and 


purify. 
Rightly Dividing Word 
Paul’s injunction’ to Timothy in 1 
Timothy 4:13 is interesting. Timothy’s 





FILLED 


Being filled with the fruits of right- 
eousness, which are by Jesus Christ. 
Phil. 1:11 
At St. Margaret's, on the South 
Coast, there is a well of water which 
bubbles up below high tide mark. 
When the tide comes in it is covered, 
and yet it is never brackish; it is al- 
ways fresh, and pure, and sweet. The 
water from the everlasting hills comes 
down with such pressure that, though 
the sea covers it, the sea never gets 
in. So it may be with you and me. 
The common things of life need never 
be common at all if we take God with 
us. 











duties .as ‘pastor’ involved not only his 
personal understanding of the Scrip- 
tures but the reading of them before the 
congregation, so that as preacher, teach- 
er, and evangelist he might base his 
ministry wholly upon them, in the expo- 
sition of Christian truth and doctrine. 

In verse 15 he is to meditate upon 
them, and to give himself wholly to 
them, for the profit of all his hearers. 
This might mean to eliminate “book re- 
views” as a substitute for the sermon! 
Timothy is to watch himself (v. 15), that 
he may both grow in his personal ap- 
preciation of Christian truth, and also in 
his ability to teach the doctrines of the 
Christian faith. “Preach the Word,” 
says Paul in 2 Timothy 4:2. 

Thus will Timothy be able to show 
himself a workman approved of God, 
not needing to be ashamed, for he will 
have come to know how to teach aright 
both the Word itself and his hearers. 
The word translated “rightly dividing” 
is used in the Greek of Proverbs 3:6 and 
11:5, translated by the verb, to “direct,” 
speaking of directing one’s path. His 
preaching will not turn aside into by- 
paths, nor run out into useless disputa- 
tions. The verb may imply “a plough 
driving a straight furrow, or a road- 
maker driving his road straight. or a 
mason squaring and cutting a stone to 
fit it into its proper place.” 

We may be sure that Paul was a 
scholar, having studied under a great 
teacher, Gamaliel. He would naturally 
be a lover of reading and given to medi- 
tation. There was something pathetic 
about Tyndale’s request, while a prisoner 
in Vilvorde Castle, for a woolen shirt, 
and for his Hebrew Bible, Grammar, and 
Dictionary, so that he might continue 
his work of translating the Old Testa- 
ment. 

Fifteen centuries before that, Paul 
from his Mamertine prison asks that a 
warm cloak he had left in Troas might 
be brought to him, with his books (biblia 
in the Greek) and rolls, perhaps of the 
Old Testament (membranas in the 
Greek), of vellum. Books were his 
friends, and he needed good friends then. 
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i Shut in a Span. William R. 
Marshall. Printed for William R. Mar- 
shall, Detroit, 1949. 136 p. $1.50. 

This book contains a series of brief de- 
votional essays that make for fascinating 
reading. The author evinces a thorough 
knowledge of the Scriptures, and a wide ac- 
quaintance with the best devotional writers 
of the past. The style of writing is classi- 
cal; the spirit of the author is one of deep 
reverence. 

There are twenty essays in this book, 
each one a complete unit in itself. The 
author deals with such subjects as “Noth- 
ing Less than My Best”; “Reflecting the 
Glory”; “Irreverent Christians”; “Dislo- 
cated Disciples.” All of these are based 
upon some Biblical passage. They can be 
read in any order. 

This is the kind of book one will pick 
up again and again for the sheer pleasure 
its reading affords as well as for the rich 
profit it yields. 


H. W. O. 
Catholic Biblical lopedia (New Tes- 
tament). John E. Steinmueller and 


Kathryn Sullivan. Jos. F. Wagner, Inc., 

New York. 679 p. $9.75. 

There is a distinct increase in Biblical 
studies in the Roman Catholic Church in 
the United States, England, and France. 
New translations of the Scriptures and new 
works on Bible study are coming from the 
presses of these countries every year. 

This present large volume with the im- 
primatur of Bishop Molloy, of Brooklyn, 
is on the popular level. The book would 
be considered puerile by Protestant stan- 
dards, for almost any one of the 100,000 
students who are in the Bible Institutes 
of America each year would know more 
about most of the things in the book than 
are set forth by the authors. The chief 
value to Protestants is a 20-page bibli- 
ography of Catholic writings on Bible 
studies. 

The encyclopedia is fine on all matters 
of geography and _ identification, but as 
soon as doctrinal or historical matters are 
touched the authors go off into Roman 
tradition instead of following the results 
of true Biblical scholarship. Thus the 
articles on subjects like Capernaeum, Na- 
thaniel, snow, and such like, give what is 
known on places, persons, and things. The 
article on Inspiration teaches that the men 
and not the Scriptures were inspired, and 
Catholic tradition instead of the work of 
the Holy Spirit is given as the criterion 
of inspiration. This is even more strong- 
ly seen in articles like that on Peter, where 
Biblical information is suppressed or twisted 
to make the Roman point of view. For 
example, the authors state that Peter pre- 
sided over the first church council and give 
Acts 15:7 as reference, in spite of the fact 
that that reference refers to Peter’s talking 
and verses 13 and 19 demonstrate that 
James was the presiding officer. 

There are many indications that this 
encyclopedia has been prepared as an 
opiate for those Catholics who have secured 
a Bible and who would be disturbed by its 
teachings if they could not find their own 
ideas and prejudices set down in black and 
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white in a book that has a bishop’s im- 
primatur. This may be deduced from ar- 
ticles such as that on Extreme Unction. 
The first sentence of this article says, “A 
Sacrament of the New Law instituted by 
Christ for the spiritual comfort of Chris- 
tians who are gravely ill; when necessary it 
effects the remission of sins that may have 
been committed, and at times, with God’s 
will, effects restoration to health.” But in 
the course of the article it is confessed that 
“The N.T. does not give details of the 
institution of the Sacrament”; and after 
talking about James 5, the article con- 
cludes that “no further mention is made 
in the N.T.” This volume could have 
no value for a serious student of the Scrip- 
tures. 
D. G. B. 


. 


Christianity, and Communism. M. 
M. Blair. Standard Publishing Company, 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 139 p. $2.00. 

This is the kind of book that gives the 
reviewer a hard time. There is so much 
that is good in it that he wants to com- 
mend it to the attention of his readers. At 
the same time, there is so much error in 
it, that he cannot recommend it, except to 
the well-instructed. 


The author is Professor of Economics at 
the University of Tulsa. He had studied 
for the ministry and was a pastor for ten 
years, but left the ministry in 1919 to en- 
ter the business world. Later he entered 
the teaching profession in which he has 
now spent nearly thirty years. There can 
be no question concerning the author’s 
ability to impart information. As a skillful 
teacher, he presents his material in an in- 
teresting and clear manner. 

As one might suspect, he knows com- 
munism thoroughly, its teachings, and its 
methods. He is not so well acquainted with 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The section 
of the book dealing with Christ is not 
nearly so clear as the section dealing with 
communism. There are statements that 
would seem to indicate that the author 
believes Christ to be the Son of God, the 
only Saviour. He speaks against the “gos- 
pel of social service,” and against “liberals 
who have been led to believe that com- 
munism is religion applied.” One comes 
across such fine sentences as these: “Jesus 
came to save individuals, not society; per- 
sons, not organizations; men, not states or 
nations; human beings as such, and not 
systems. . . The religion of Christ is a 
personal religion, a personal relationship 
between an individual and his God.” At 
the same time, however, the author seems 
to mean something other than what most 
of us do by “salvation.” Says Dr. Blair: 
“His (Jesus’) purpose was to exalt a new 


“ideal rather than to establish another sys- 


tem, to define a new and superior principle 
rather than to found another organization, 
to demonstrate a new and divine way of 
life rather than to exalt a formal bureau- 
cracy. . .jesus came to build new men, new 
individuals, new personalities.” The New 
Testament puts it quite differently: “The 
Son of Man is comé to seek and to save 
that which was lost” (Lk. 19:10); “Christ 





Jesus came into the world to save sinners” 
(1 Tim. 1:15); “For this purpose the Son 
of God was manifested, that He might de- 
stroy the works of the Devil” (1 John 3:8). 
Christ did not come to “demonstrate a 
new and divine way of life”; He came as 
“the Life” (John 14:6), and to bestow 
eternal life upon all who believe in Him 
(John 10:28). 

Dr. Blair’s section on Christianity is 
equally confusing, because he seems to 
equal Christianity with American democra- 

One finds Scripture quoted liberally 
throughout the book, but the amazingly 
free manner in which the author applies 
Scripture without any apparent realization 
of its true significance is startling. It is in 
this respect that the book is not suitable 
for reading by the undiscerning. 

The most excellent feature of this vol- 
ume is its treatment of communism. Dr. 
Blair traces the history of the Russian 
people and shows how any attempt to un- 
derstand the Russians and their ideologies 
is dependent upon a knowledge of their 
history. He makes a keen diagnosis of the 
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fallacies of communism and gives a pene- 
trating insight into the bitter struggle be- 
tween communism and Christianity. One 
finds here as fine a treatment of the de- 
vices of propaganda, infiltration, espionage, 
intrigue, etc., used by the Communists in 
their endeavor to accomplish their purposes 
as can be found anywhere. 

Another very splendid part of the book 
is the quick survey of European history 
given in the author’s discussion of the rise 
of Christianity, its corruption, and its re- 
surgence in the Reformation. Dr. Blair 
has compressed into a few short chapters 
the essence of centuries of history and has 
recounted the major events of these years 
in an interesting and lucid way. 

Is this a book to read? It all depends. 
It certainly ought not to be read for in- 
struction in spiritual things. It might be 
read with profit for the understanding it 
will give of the development of commu- 
nism. Let the reader know that he is read- 
ing an expert in economics—not an expert 
in the Scriptures. 

H. W. O. 


A Window on the World 


(Continued from page 23) 


read—Let every soul be subject to the 
draft board, it is ordained of God. The 
fifth verse is very definite: Wherefore, 
ye must needs be subject (to the draft 
board), not only for wrath (because 
they have the power to put you in con- 
centration camp) but also for con- 
science sake (your conscience must be 
subject to the Bible and, therefore, you 
may not consider yourself to be obedi- 
ent to the Word of God if you attempt 
to evade your part in the defense of 
right, in which we at present are in- 
volved). 


Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chairman 
of the Western Hemisphere 
Branch of the World Jewish Con- 
gress, announces that new perils 
are feared for Jews in various 
countries of the world. There has 
been a rise of anti-Semitism in 
Germany, and especially in the 
Moslem countries. An _ official 
protest has been lodged with the 
United Nations. 


We have been told by a friend who 
has considerable political knowledge 
that a big deal has been made by 
President Truman and certain Demo- 
cratic leaders with leaders of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in connection 
with the November election. Roman 
Catholic Mayor O’Dwyer of New York 
City has retired from the position to 
become ambassador to Mexico. Roman 
Catholic Vincent Impellitteri has be- 
come acting mayor through the balance 
of this year and will be a candidate for 
re-election at the November polls. 


This part of the deal was done in 
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order to bring every voter of New 
York City to the polls that could be 
brought out, in order to have a large 
Democratic vote in connection with 
the New York state election. Upstate 
New York is largely Republican and 
the ‘city is largely Democratic. The 
balance of the state election generally 
depends on the size of the vote brought 
out in the city. As Mr. Dewey has 
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announced that he is not a candidate 
for re-election for governor the Dem- 
ocrats are making a big bid to replace 
him with a Roman Catholic from New 
York City. The entire New York Dem- 
ocratic machine dominated by Cardi- 
nal Spellman and his aides will back 
Truman and his policies in exchange 
for the further favor of a permanent 
ambassador to the Vatican. 


The Catholics think that it would 
be good politics to have a nominal 
Protestant as ambassador to the Pope, 
but, of course, a “Protestant” like My- 
ron Taylor, whose wife was a Catho- 
lic. One name suggested for this em- 
bassy to the Vatican is that of John 
Foster Dulles, a Republican and a 
nominal. Protestant, whose son, a Jes- 
uit priest, is connected with one of the 
Jesuit schools for training diplomats 


that is established in Washington, D. C. 


The United States government 
maintains a Merchant Marine 
Academy at Kings Point, Long 
Island, where the officers for our 
merchant marine are prep 
On Saturday, July 22, Cardinal 
Spellman visited the Academy, ac- 
companied by two bishops of the 
Roman Catholic Church. They 
were greeted by officials, and the . 
regiment of cadets was paraded in 
review, Cardinal Spellman taking 
the salute, and then making an 
address to the entire corps of ca- 
dets. This is the same technique 
that is used even in Franco Spain, 
and Americans must be aware of 
it. That officials in a United States 
Academy for training officers 
should parade the entire student 
body for a cardinal of the Roman 
Catholic Church, is cbnox‘ous to 
American life. 


The Department of Defense and the 
Atomic Energy Commission have is- 
sued jointly a booklet “The Effects of 
Atomic Weapons” which should be se- 
cured and studied by thoughtful people 
in order that they might be prepared 
when bombs fall upon the United 
States. In line with the article which 
we published on “What to Do When 
Bombs Fall in the U. S. A.” in the 


-June issue of ETERNITY, it should be 


pointed out that after an atomic ex- 
plosion the famous mushroom cloud 
rises, reaching a height of ten thou- 
sand feet in forty-eight seconds, fifteen 
thousand feet in 1.5 minutes, thirty 
thousand feet in 2.6 minutes, twenty- 
five thousand feet in 4.6 minutes, thirty 
thousand feet in 8.5 minutes. This 
cloud can be seen for many miles 
around and does not occur with any 
ordinary explosion of T.N.T. or other 
explosive materials. 

In case any explosion occurs an in- 
dividual should throw himself flat as 
rapidly as possible in front of and not 
behind a wall. After a minute, or two 
minutes at the most, to give time for 
the wind shock to pass over, the indi- 
vidual should seek cover in order to 
avoid the phenomenon known as the 
“fall-out.” At the time of the blast, 
multitudes of particles of dirt and oth- 
er matter are sucked up by the air 
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blast, become radio active in the cloud 
and fall out after a few minutes by 
the natural force of gravity. These ra- 
dio active particles could cause scvere 
burns. After the “fall-out” period is 
over, the individual should start mov- 
ing away from the direction of the 
blast with calm although with rapid- 
ity. 

The Editor believes that every 
Christian should think this matter over 
calmly and pick out several points in 
his mind, well in advance, to which 
he will determine to evacuate in case 
of an atomic explosion. Naturally, if 
he has picked out a point north of 
himself and the bomb explosion is 
north of himself, he must go south, 
and so on. If he is close to the atom- 
ic blast, he should t.uch no metal, 
stone, etc., which n:ight have become 
radio-active, and s::ould not wait for 
any reason. Good walking shoes should 
be available as transportation is liable 
to be unavailable within a very few 
hours after such an explosion. We 
would recommend that pastors of 
churches appoint some calm, common 
sense person to secure a copy of the 
Department of Defense booklet, to read 
it carefully and make some congrega- 
tional plans in advance for the com- 
ing of such a crisis. 


In the Republic of South Korea 
free elections had been held for 
the House of Representatives a 
few weeks before the invasion. 
Among the two hundred and ten 
members, more than forty were 
Christians. 


One of the most common sense 
speeches made on international affairs 
in recent times was that of Harold 
Stassen, president of the University of 
Pennslyvania, setting forth the urgent 
necessity that Congress proclaim in ad- 
vance to Russia that war will come to 
Moscow if Communist aggression 
spreads in other parts of her satellite 
territories. This has been the policy 
we have urged for some time. We be- 
lieve an ultimatum should have been 
given to Russia months ago with a 
time limit demanding that she order 
the North Koreans to withdraw to 
their territory under penalty of the 
atomic bombing of such positions as 
Vladivostok and Port Arthur, the sub- 
marine bases, and Lake Vaikal, the 
narrow point at which the Trans-Si- 
berian Railroad passes into the Far 
East. An atomic bomb at each of these 
three points would greatly diminish 
Russia’s power in the Far East. 

Under pressure from Winston 
Churchill, who points out that the 
United Nations has built up a “preten- 

(Continued on page 43) 
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of his authority, and we might con- 
ceive of God’s hatred to sin as of this 
kind. But mark the different appre- 
hension which the atonement teaches 
us: from it we learn that God hates the 
evil thing as it is in itself; not that it 
produces in Him any ill-will to the 
sinner, or any feeling of revenge, or 
that His dignity, so to speak, is hurt 
by it; for there is no such thing in 
God. I know when such words are 
used, you are ready to say, Who would 
conceive thus of God? Oh! you do not 
know your own hearts. It has been 
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said that revenge is so sweet a morsel 
that the gods keep it to themselves! In 
this the heart of man speaks out—con- 
ceiving of God as altogether such a 
one as himself. But the fact of Christ’s 
suffering for me, in order that the 
curse due to my sins might not rest 
upon me, the sinner, teaches (when I 
see that Christ is God) that the curse 
did not spring from a spirit of revenge 
in God, but from a pure condemnation 
of sin, and a feeling as free from self- 
ishness as love itself.” 

In the course of the section on The 
Teaching of the Cross of Christ the 
preacher speaks as follows: “I will now 
explain to you, on the subject of joy 
and trust in God, that the ground of 
our confidence is not a promise ad- 
dressed to individuals by their names, 
but a promise sure to the just. A prom- 
ise is held out to those who will trust 
God for it. This is the condition of 
those who shall ultimately ‘receive’ the 
promise, that they are now trusting 
God that they shall receive it. Ob- 
serve, this confidence of hope is not a 
certainty that you as an individual are 
promised of God to enter into blessed- 
ness, but it is a certainty enjoyed in 
trusting God for an expected good, that 
it is a thing for which all may trust 
Him. This does not alter the degree 
of the confidence of the person trust- 
ing, but alters the character of the con- 
fidence; it makes it, not the mere ex- 
pectation of an event, but the expecta- 
tion of something from God. People 
say, ‘If that which you call upon us to 
believe be true, it will be true whether 
we believe it or not.’ Now this is so as 
to the fact that God loves you, that 
Christ died for you, that there has been 
an inheritance purchased for you: but 
the possession of the inheritance de- 
pends upon your actually trusting 
Christ for it. This is true of those who 
trust in Christ for the purchased in- 
heritance; it is not true of those who 
are not thus trusting. What I ask you 
to believe is, that in giving you Christ, 
God has given you the inheritance, and 
that Christ has it for you; and I know 
that if you see Christ as having it for 
you, then you will trust Christ for it, 
you will be one of those who now re- 
pose in joyful confidence upon God’s 
promises, and who will in due time en- 
joy their fulfillment. It is no ground 
of comfort in thinking of your pros- 
pects, to know that the inheritance has 
been puchased for you, unless we 
know that you are trusting Christ for 
the inheritance; and therefore with the 
fullest and most entire belief that God 
loves all of you, that Christ died for 
every one of you, I can still have no 
peace concerning any individual among 
you until I see that individual having 
confidence and rejoicing in God.” 


Emerging India 
(Continued from page 21) 


the church; not the stiffening attitude 
of one section of the non-Christians; 
not the age-old bondage of caste and 
custom; not the open opposition of a 
newer atheistic ideology. That which 
holds back the Gospel is not so much 
open warfare as sabotage. It is not 
the strength of the visible opponent 
but rather our own weakness. 

First and foremost is the cancer of 
modernism. A recent book, published 
this year for the youth committee of 
the National Christian Council, con- 
tains the following statements: “Jesus 
was different from other geniuses be- 
cause he was God-filled, and he was 
God-filled because he chose God for 
his environment. He immersed him- 
self in God until he bore the likeness 
of God; he grew into divinity” (p. 
13). “It is not that God would not 
have forgiven our sins if Jesus had not 
died on the cross. It is that we would 
not otherwise have known the depth 
of the love of God” (p. 14). Such 
open denial of the historic Christian 
faith means that the church as a whole 
has no clear voice to speak to a spir- 
itually hungry India. 

Again, there is an institutionalized 
mission program which has lost the 
goal of winning people to Christ and 
which muffles its message to perpetu- 
ate its position. For instance, in a 
well-known Christian college a faculty 
member was heard by a friend of mine 
to say, “A convert would ruin every- 
thing. We have finally achieved ex- 
cellent relations with the authorities 
and we wouldn’t want any difficulties 
to arise.” Not all mission or other 
Christian institutions are like this, but 
far too many are. 

But the weaknesses are not confined 
to those who , within the Christian 
church deny. the historic Christian 
faith on which that Church is founded 
and has grown, who standing in the 
building chip away at the foundation. 
Evangelical Christians are often a 
hindrance to the Gospel, and a stum- 
bling block to others. And this in two 
ways. First, in an exclusiveness which 
is an outward denial of their inner 
spiritual unity in Christ. Whether 
through personal pique, mission rival- 
ry, putting second things first, or just 
narrowness of vision, there is a lack of 
real co-operation among those essen- 
tially one in the faith. And again, 
many fail to show to a hungry, de- 
feated, seeking, and despairing world, 
the abounding joy, genuine humility, 
victory over sin, buoyant faith, and 
self-forgetfulness, which are in Christ 
both a right and a responsibility. 
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And so a confused and faltering 
church faces an awakening and inquir- 
ing India. It is India’s great hour. 
It is, or could be, the great hour of the 
Gospel for India. The urgency of this 
fact is burdening many hearts to cry 
to God for revival. The expectancy 
that revival will come is likewise 
growing. The signs of its near ap- 
proach are also here. 

We cry, “Oh Lord, how long?” 


Redeemed by God, the Son 


(Continued from page 19) 


riches, we are ready, here and now to 
commend His glory. “That we should 
be to the commendation of His Lord- 
likeness . . .” (Eph. 1:12). 


When we get to Heaven we shall see 
His glory. Here, upon earth, we are to 
commend it. How can we commend 
it? We cannot naturally, for naturally 
we are sinners who have missed His 
glory’s mark. We have been made su- 
pernaturally, we have been made a 
people “out of this world.” As a su- 
pernatural people — chosen, redeemed, 
forgiven, made inheritors, we are not 
fit to commend His glory. Our voca- 
tion on earth is to be like Him who is 
in Heaven. This presupposes that we 
must know Him. How can we know 
Him? We can know Him in Jesus 
Christ, we can know Him through the 
Word. Thus our obligation, as believ- 
ers, is to become students of the writ- 
ten Word that we may know the living 
Word, that we may become the illus- 
strated Word. This is a duty which we 
cannot shirk. God’s effectual testimony 
in the world today is you and I. He has 
willed it that way. He could have 
chosen another way, but He chose us 
instead. This is our responsibility. 
We have been fully equipped to carry 
it out. We shall be judged upon our 
performance of this task. May we not 
be found wanting. 
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Daily Meditations 
(Continued from page 13) 


THEY WENT FORTH TO GO. . .AND 
THEY CAME (12:5) 
October 18 
There was no dallying now. They 
started and they arrived. The life of 
faith consists in keeping moving to the 
end of- the road and the goal of our sal- 
vation. God had given the promise, “I 
will. . . I will. . .” and these promises 
were unconditional. When Abraham step- 
ped out and travelled, it was the proof 
that he believed the J will of the promise. 
And the Holy Spirit; in the New Testa- 
ment states that the Gospel was preached 
te Abraham when God said, “In thee shall 
all nations be blessed” (Gal. 3:8). “The 
Gospel is a promise of God, a report con- 
cerning future glory and an inheritance; 
which men may believe or disbelieve, but 
which is true because it is God’s Word, 
and to meet which faith alone is needed.” 


LORD, GIVE US PERSEVERING FAITH. 


AND THE CANAANITE WAS THEN 
IN THE LAND (12:6) 
October 19 
These were the sons of Ham, and they 
were going to oppose the way of God’s 
people at every step. There is more here 
than meets the eye, for the words after 
that of Gen. 6:4 tell of the demons and 
their attempt to possess men for the cause 
of Satan. Here they were to block the 
way of the promise. Whenever God prom- 
ises us something we may be sure that the 
Devil will try to occupy the territory be- 
fore we can possess it. It is only by per- 
severing faith that we can continue stead- 
fastly in the face of the enemy who will 
oppose every step of our way. Faith will 
always bring us into trials, for the road 
of faith is a road of trials that will ever 
increase our faith. The Canaanite holds 
the land which God has promised to us, 
and it is by faith alone that he can be dis- 


possessed. 
LORD, HELP US TO POSSESS IN SPITE OF 
THE ENEMY. 


AND THE LORD APPEARED UNTO 
ABRAM (12:7) 
October 20 
There were to be great trials, great 
struggles and great blessings. The Lord 


who had called Abraham at the beginning 
now appears to him as he enters the land. 
It will always be so. New supplies of 
grace will meet us at every point in the 
conflict. A nation may put saldiers on the 
field of battle without sufficient ammuni- 
tion and supplies, but with God there is 
always more than enough, and there is 
Himself in addition. There is never a 
demand made on us which has not been 
fulfilled in advance. God has never re- 
quired anything of a believer that was not 
already furnished. God demands righteous- 
ness and provides Christ. God demands 
conflict and comes Himself. 

LORD, BE THE ANSWER TO OUR NEED. 


UNTO THY SEED (12:7) 
October 21 

It is the New Testament that tells us that 
God was not promising something to the 
merely physical descendants of Abraham, 
but that He was promising it to Christ. 
“Now to Abraham and his seed were the 
promises made; he saith not, and to seeds, 
as of many; but as of one, and to thy 
seed, which is Christ” (Gal. 3:16). In 
modern language it would be: God, party 
of the first part, makes a promise to 
Abraham and Christ, joint parties of the 
second part ... But supposing that 
Abraham goes bankrupt? That would 
make no difference so long as Christ re- 
mained solvent. The promises are sure 
because they were made between God 
the Father and God the Son. 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR CHRIST OUR 
SURETY. 


SEED (12:7) 
October 22 
The New Testament quotes this to re- 
mark that God knew the difference be- 
tween one and more than one, and that 
He used a singular here and not a plural 
because He was talking about Christ, and 
not about Israel. This is great teaching 
on the nature of the book we hold in our 
hands. Some try to say that the thoughts 
and not the words are inspired. Satan 
hates the doctrine of verbal inspiration 


‘beeause he knows that such a belief is the 


true point on the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the Word of God. If he can suc- 
ceed in breaking off the point of the Word 
of God he will save himself many a cut. 
Everyone who denies the verbal inspiration 
plays into the Devil’s hands. God says 
that He knows how to count and that He 
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has sense enough to set down exactly what 
He is thinking about. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THE WORDS 
OF THE WORD. 


THERE BUILDED HE AN ALTAR (12:7) 
October 23 
In the place of the appearance of the 
presence of God there was the altar which 
signified sacrifice, worship, and communion. 
When he was back in Ur God had told 
Abram to go “to a land that I will show 
thee.” Now Abram has seen it and God 
says, “this land I will give thee.” And im- 
mediately Abram builds an altar, for there 
is worship and communion that goes with 
the gifts and promises of God. There 
was something new here, for it is the first 
time in the Bible that God is said to 
have appeared to anyone. .He had called 
and spoken to Adam, and Cain, and Noah, 
and Abram, but now to faith which has 
obeyed comes a manifestation of the pres- 
ence of God that calls forth special wor- 
ship. 
LORD, MAY OUR HEARTS BE THE ALTAR 
ANSWERING THY PRESENCE. 


HE REMOVED FROM THENCE (12:8) 
October 24 
Abram by now was learning that the 
life of faith is a life of pilgrimage. From 
Ur to Haran, from Haran to Sichem and 
Moreh. Then it was to Bethel, from plain 
to mountain. God may call some of His 
children to settle down temporarily, but 
others He calls to a life of pilgrimage. 
Even though you have a house and 
ground remember that you are called to 
be a pilgrim. The only land Abram ever 
bought was a burying place. He looked 
for a city that hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God (Heb. 11:10). 
The true believer will never have his 
Heaven in a bank; he will always have his 
bank in Heaven. Stocks, bonds, and deeds 
may be possessed, but they will never 
possess the yielded believer. 
LORD, KEEP US UNSETTLED IN THE 
WORLD, THOUGH SETTLED IN CHRIST. 


HE PITCHED HIS TENT. . . HE 
BUILDED AN ALTAR (12:8) 
October 25 

A tent and an altar. This was all that 
Abram ever had. To the end of his life 
he was what men might have called a 
nomad, but he was walking with God and 
teaching us that the life of faith is one 
that is subject to change without notice. 
Back in the land of the Chaldees his 
brother Nahor builded a city and called it 
after his own name (Gen. 24:10). The 
world might have considered Nahor a 
success and Abram a failure, but with 
God it was the other way round. Our 
old nature which we inherited from Adam 
may delight in outward things and settle 
down in and of the world, but the spirit 
that is given us by God will have no cer- 
tain dwelling place, but our abiding will 
be in Him. As long as we have the altar 
with our tent we have all that is neces- 
sary. 
LORD, MAY THE ALTAR OVERSHADOW 
OUR TENT. 
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THERE WAS A FAMINE IN 
THE LAND (12:10) 
October 26 


God had brought Abram all the way 
from Ur, and it was not in order to let 
him die of hunger. The famine was for 
the purpose of testing and strengthening 
the faith by which Abram was learning 
to walk. Faith is not a mushroom that 
grows overnight in a damp ‘soil; it is an 
oak tree that grows for a thousand years 
under the blast of the winds and rains. 
But it must be made manifest that even 
the faith of Abram is nothing without the 
God of Abram. Faith is not a work to 


be regarded but a gift that is to be de- © 


veloped. After all of the promises which 
were unconditional there was the promise 
of daily blessing which was conditional 
upon dwelling in the land which had been 
shown and given. Abram will fail in this 
test and will not trust God to do the 
thing that is necessary to keep His honor 
pure by taking care of the pilgrim whom 
He has brought so far. 

LORD, GIVE US FAITH TO THE END. 


ABRAM WENT DOWN INTO 
EGYPT (12:10) 
October 27 


Every event in life, like a coin that has 
both heads and tails, has a side that can 
draw us upward to God and a side that 
can draw us downward away from God. 
The famine was just such an event. If 
Abram had seized it as a bulwark for his 
faith he would have stayed in the land on 
full rations until the last mouthful was 
eaten, and would then have expected God 
to rain food from Heaven. God would 
have had to do this in order to keep from 
being a promise breaker. In olden days 
both sides of the events were called temp- 
tations, but now only the downward side 
is so called. This explains the supposed 
contradiction between the fact that God 
tempts no man (Jas. 1:13), that is, draws 
no man downward, and “Lead us not into 
temptation” (Mt. 6:13). This verse means: 


Lord, do not expose us to tests that have- 


two sides, for we will always go down if left 
to ourselves. Do not put us to the test. 
When God does not answer that prayer, but 
permits us to be tested, it is never more 
than we are able to meet (1 Cor. 10:13). 
LORD, DO NOT PUT US TO THE TEST. 


THE FAMINE WAS GRIEVOUS 
(12:10) 
October 28 


The Canaanite held the land and then 
the famine stripped the land. This does 
not change the fact that it was a land 
of promise. It is so with every phase of 
our lives. The enemy will always with- 
stand us, and the famine will show us 
that the land is a land of promise and not 
a land of present contentment. At times 
the walk with God will be such that even 
faith will hardly know where to turn. “We 
may think it strange that such fiery trial 
should be needed, or that the promised 
rest should yet be kept from us by others, 
and the Lord’s enemies. Yet such is the 





path; for the question is—Can we be satis- 
fied with God? And many a weary step 
is trodden before we have made this at- 
tainment.” 

LORD, SEND FAMINE, IF IT WILL MAKE 
US SATISFIED WITH THEE. 


EGYPT (12:10-15) 
October 29 


Abram had come a thousand miles by 
faith and he now walks into failure. 
Whenever there is a victory by faith there 
is always a new and more difficult trial. 
It takes more grace to stay in Canaan 
than it does to get there. Peter had faith 
to step out of the boat onto the waters 
but he did not have faith to walk there. 
Every act of faith will bring us into a 
place of greater trials where more faith 
and grace will be needed. The grace is 
there (1 Cor. 10:13) but it takes time to 
become acquainted with it. The way of 
God is really a series of terraces, each one 
higher than the one before, and each one 
with new dangers, new supplies, and new 
knowledge. 

LORD, KEEP US CLIMBING. 


SAY THOU ART MY SISTER (12:13) 
Ocotber 30 


One failure leads to another. If we de- 
part from the will of God at even a small 
angle of departure the distance between 
our road and the Lord’s will grow in- 
creasingly. Abram, who had walked by 
faith all the way from Ur to Canaan, be- 
gan to walk by the circumstances of famine. 
Then, without asking counsel of the Lord, 
he took a second step to avoid further 
trial. And with the counsel and care 
of the Lord forgotten, the promise of God 
concerning the seed which was to come 
through Sarah was forgotten and Abram 
allowed his wife to go into the palace of 
Ham, where, if it had not been for the 
intervention of God, her womb might have 
been contaminated from a demon possessed 
king. 

LORD, TEACH US HOW TERRIBLY FAR 
ONE "LITTLE" SIN WILL TAKE US. 


THE LORD PLAGUED PHARAOH 
(12:17) 
October 31 


This was a divine intervention at an 
opportune moment. Sarah was to be the 
mother of the faithful. She was the free- 
woman, who was to be a type of salvation 
by grace (Gal. 4:22-24). Abram should 
have been her protector, for he was her 
lord (1 Pet. 3:6), but having turned from 
the care and counsel of God he allowed 
himself to be wooed by temporal advan- 
tages, receiving flocks, hers and servants. 
But when God intervened and plagued the 
house of Pharaoh there was the shame 
and humiliation of a man who should 
have been an ambassador for God being 
sent away like a dog with his tail between 
his legs. It is not a pretty sight, but the 
effects of sin are never pretty. 


LORD, KEEP US FROM MAKING FOOLS 
OF OURSELVES. 
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A Window on the World 


(Continued from page 37) 


tious facade” of paper organizations 
without much substance behind them, 
the Consultative Assembly of the 
Council of Europe has voted over- 
whelmingly in favor of the immediate 
creation of a European army under a 
European defense minister, acting in 
full co-operation with the United 
States and Canada. It is very interest- 
ing in the light of the prophecies of 
the book of Daniel that the old Roman 
Empire will come into being. Through- 
out the years we have maintained that 
this was one of the tendencies for 
which we are to look in the events of 
our day. : 


Ezekiel 38 points out that the Middle 
East—Persia and Arabia—will be al- 
lies of Russia, while the “many peoples 
with thee” repeated in that chapter, 
would indicate the population masses 
of the Far East. Indicative, therefore, 
is the New York Times report that anti- 
American feeling is on the rise in In- 
dia. India feels that the conflict in 
Korea is one between the United States 
and Russia and should not involve 
Asians. Further, the Indians feel no 
urgency in the struggle against the 
world Communist movement as the 
United States does. 
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Hebrew Christians Active In Europe and Israel 


This report is penned upon return from my journeys in Eu- 
rope and the Holy Land in connection with the work of our 
Society. 

I wish our friends who pray for us and support our work 
could have sat with me at our International Conferences in 
England, Holland and Germany and heard the stirring reports 
of our Hebrew Christian activities and discussion of our un- 
precedented opportunities especially in the Holy Land. If 
only our friends could have met some of our Hebrew Christian 
leaders: —Dr. Arnold Frank, our President Emeritus, who 
for over 50 years labored as a missionary in Germany and 
' through whom more Jews have been converted than any one 
the lev. Sacad we know; Mr. Van Gelderen of Holland, our newly elected 

Ph.B., B.D. International President, who uses his gifts and powers for 
the salvation of his people Israel; and many representing various countries. 

HEBREW CHRISTIANS GRATEFUL 

Never shall we forget the moving expressions- of heartfelt gratitude on the part 
of Hebrew Christians to whom we have been sending food and other forms of relief. 
So many who had suffered indescribable hunger and brutal treatment said that our 
ministry had not only saved them from starvation but helped to rehabilitate them 
morally and spiritually. And what a joy to see them now at work as missionary 
leaders in England, Israel, and other countries. 

Having discussed afresh with my colleagues the magnitude of our Hebrew 
Christian witness I earnestly appeal once more for the prayers and gifts of God’s 
stewards to help sustain our work. Amongst the heartrending appeals is one from 
Hungary, where life for Jews and Hebrew Christians is very grim. This Hebrew Chris- 
tian teacher writes: “My family is reduced to near starvation, so I pray you, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to send us now a food parcel.” 

A copy of our News Letter from Israel and Europe will be sent on request. 
Address communications to: 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
4919 N. Albany Ave., Chicago 25, Illinois Dept. N 91! Bel’evue Ave., Toronto, Ontario 
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Star-Like Christians 
(Continued from page 25) 


do men light a candle, and put it 
under a bushel, but on a candlestick; 
and it giveth light unto all that are 
in the house. Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in Heaven” (Mt. 5:14-16). 

The vision of the glorified Son of 
Man in Revelation presents us with 
a beautiful picture of God’s light- 
bearing servants. John sees the Lord 
Jesus waJking in the midst of the 
seven golden candlesticks. His hair 
is as white as snow, His eyes are like 
flames of fire, his feet are like 
polished brass, and His voice is like 
the sound of many waters. One of 
the most arresting circumstances in 
the vision is the fact that the glorious 
Saviour “had in His right hand sev- 
en stars” (Rev. 1:16). The stars are 
said to be “the angels or ministers 
of the seven churches” and the seven 
candlesticks are the “‘seven churches” 
(v. 20). 

Christ’s ministers, then, are like 
stars. They possess light because they 
possess Christ. They radiate light be- 
cause they are placed in dark places 
to shine. They are held in the right 
hand of the Son of God Himself. If 
they are faithful, no one can harm 
them. If they are unfaithful, they 
cannot escape. Their position in the 


right hand of Christ is an exalted 
and a blessed one. Their prerogative 
to shine for their Lord and Redeem- 
er is a high and holy one. Candle- 
sticks (light bearers) and stars be- 
long to the night. We are living in 
the night of this dispensation. Our 
business is to shine for Him who has 
saved us. Our task is to give the 
light of the Gospel to those who 


. walk in darkness and the shadow of 


death (cf. Isa. 9:1; 2 Cor. 4:3, 4). It 
is significant that it is in connection 
with witnessing that the Apostle 
Paul gives his final suggestion for 
becoming bright star-like Christians. 


III. WE MUST HOLD FORTH 
THE WORD OF LIFE. 


“... in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse generation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world; holding 
forth the word of life” (Phil. 2:15, 
16) . Taking the Gospel to those who 
know it not is the unfailing way for 
Christians to rise star-like on the 
night of surrounding sin. A soul- 
winning program, whether for the 
local church or the individual be- 
liever, is a sure remedy against spir- 
itual unhealthiness, manifested in 
selfish quarrels, gossips, criticisms, 
divisions, carnality and wordliness. 
The surest way to be delivered from 
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the frustration of self-occupation and 
to become occupied with Christ -is 
by presenting the gospel to sinners. 

As we busy ourselves with “hold- 
ing forth the word of life,” we shall 
shine as the stars of Heaven. “And 
they that are wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many unto righteous- 
ness as the stars forever and ever” 
(Dan. 12:3). And who are “the 
wise”? He that winneth souls is wise” 
(Prov. 11:30). We who were “some- 
times darkness,” but now are “light 
in the Lord” (Eph. 5:8) can best 
“walk as children of light” by “hold- 
ing forth the word of life.” 


Dark the night of sin has settled 
Loud the angry billows roar, 
Eager eyes are watching, longing, 
For the lights along the shore. 
Let the lower lighs be’ burning, 
Send a gleam across the wave! 
Some poor fainting struggling seaman, 
You may rescue, you may save. 


The Trinity 


(Continued from page 7) 


God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit. This does not mean, I repeat, 
that we believe in three gods. Far 
from it. We believe that the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit is God. Some 
one may quarrel with the grammar 
of that last sentence and say that I 
should have said that the three are 
God instead of saying that the three 
is God. But I used the singular 
verb purposefully, because of a re- 
markable fact in the Hebrew lan- 
guage. 

In Hebrew the plural of a noun 
is formed by adding the sound of 
m, just as in English we form the 
plural by adding s. We would say 
in English, one cherub several cher- 
ubs, but in Hebrew you would say 
one cherub and several cherubim. 
Thus we speak of the seraphim. 
Now the name for God throughout 
the Old Testament is principally 
Elohim. It is a plural noun. But 
the remarkable thing is that it is 
always used with a singular verb. 
It is a device used by God as extra- 
ordinary as if we should use a plural 
noun or pronoun with a singular 
verb. We say, for example, I go, 
you go, he goes; and in the plural, 
we go, you go, they go. The Old 
Testament form is as though we 
should say, “We goes down town 
and we comes home again. We does 
our work and we makes our plans, 
and so on.” 


MAN A TRINITY 


This is all the more remarkable 
when we realize that in the account 
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HERE AM I- Send Mes 
Great and world-shaking events are taking place in Israel today. 


The hour has struck. Our Lord is on the move. What was prophecy 
yesterday is reality today. 


We of THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL Missionary and Relief Society, 
Inc., are in the front line of Christian service among God’s ancient 
people, the Jews, preaching Christ, proclaiming salvation through the 
Messiah, caring for the hungry and needy in the Holy Land and 
behind the Iron Curtain, also in Germany, Belgium, France, England, 
and throughout the North American continent. 


$10.00 will supply a needy family and their hungry children with a nour- 
ishing parcel of food. 











$50.00 will help support a missionary of the Gospel for one month. And 
every gift, small or large, given prayertully, will accomplish the desire 
of our Lord. 


To you and to us comes the Divine challenge, ‘‘Whom shall | send, and 
who will go for us?’ Will you answer, ‘‘Here am 1; send me’? Your 
ministry of prayer and Christian sacrifice is most urgently needed. 
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“We Stagger from Crisis to Crisis” 


Says Bernard Baruch 


“People today are more afraid of LIFE than of 
death” 
: Says James F. Byrnes 





Said JESUS of These Very Times: 


“Men’s hearts failing them for fear and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth.” ' Luke 21:26 


—» LET PROPHECY MONTHLY 


KEEP YOU INFORMED on the most signifi- 
cant prophetic events and the best of pre- 











FREE millennial and prophetic thought! 
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a Dr. Keith L. Brooks and Dr. V. C. Oltrogge, with a 
prong sae board of special consultants which includes 16 emi- 

Gospels” to place nent Bible teachers, The League is in close contact 
in your Bible. with great prophetic teachers in many nations. 
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LOS ANGELES 41, CALIFORNIA 


‘ 














SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, Editor of 
ETERNITY: October |, 15, 22, 2?—Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia; October 
2, 16, 23, 30—St. Luke's Lutheran Church, 
46th St. west of 8th Ave., New York City; 
October 4, I1, 28, 25—Northminster Pres- 
byterian Church, Baltimore, Md.; October 
5, 12, 19, 26—York, Pa.; October 7, 1/4, 
21, 28—Y.M.C.A. Auditorium, Lancaster, 
Pa.; October 8-13, First Baptist Church, 
Roanoke, Va. 

WILLIAM ALLAN DEAN, Pastor, Aldan 
Union Church, Aldan, Pa.: October 2, 9, 
16, 23, 30—First Presbyterian Church, Nor- 
ristown, Pa.; October 10, 17, 24, 31— 
Bethany Temple Presbyterian Church, 2:30 
P.M., Philadelphia; October 3, 10, 17, 24, 
31—Evangelical United Brethren Church, 
Philadelphia; October 26— Rosemont Lu- 
theran Church, Bethlehem, Pa. 

ROBERT R. FRITSCH, Emeritus Professor, 
English Bible, Muhlenberg College, Allen- 
town, Pa.: October |—Methodist Church, 
Collingswood, N. J.; October 2, 9, 23, 30— 
Methodist Church, Allentown, Pa.; October 
3-6— Bible Conference, Manheim, Pa. 
(Combined Churches); October 8—Luth- 
eran Church, West Lawn, Pa.; October 10- 
13 — Monroe County S.S. Convention, 
Stroudsburg, Pa.; October 16-22—Metho- 
dist Church, Salem, N. J.; October 28— 
Youth Fellowship, Reading, Pa. ° 

VANCE HAVNER, Writer and Bible Confer- 
ence Speaker: October 3-8—Colonial Hills 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, Ga.; October 9- 
15—Bible Presbyterian Church, Greenville, 
S. C.; October 22-27—Bible Conference, 
Bethlehem, Pa; October 29-November 5— 
First Baptist Church, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

PETER JOSHUA, Evangelist and Bible Con- 
ference Speaker: October 2-15—City-wide 
rally, Buffalo, Minnesota; October 20-22— 
Beaver Dam Conference, Wisconsin; Octo- 
ber 23-November |—City-wide rally, Ful- 
ton, Illinois. 

CLARENCE E. MASON, JR., Dean, Philadel- 
phia School of the Bible, Philadelphia: 
October 7—Youth for Christ, Reading, Pa.; 
October 8—Fifth Baptist Church, Phila- 
delphia; October 19-20—Accrediting Asso- 
ciation of Bible Institutes and Bible Col- 
leges, Chicago, Ill. 

WILLIAM A. MIEROP, President, Bible Insti- 

tute of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia: October 

1—First Baptist Church, Parkton, Md. 

(A.M.), Gospel Center, York, Pa. (P.M.): 

October 6-8—Coaldale Bible Conference, 

Coaldale, Pa.; October 9, 13, 15—Bible 

Testimony Church, Norristown, Pa.; Octo- 

ber 19-20— Accrediting Association of 

Bible Institutes and Bible Colleges, Chi- 

cago, Ill.; October 22—First Brethren 

Church, Philadelphia; October 26— First 

Baptist Church, Long Branch, N. J.; Octo- 

gi ca Baptist Church, Bayonne, 

J. MILES, Lecturer, Author, and Bible Con- 

ference Speaker: October |-4— Asheville 

Bible Class, Asheville, N. C.; October 6-8 

—Cosby, Tennessee; October 9-1! i—Beth- 

any Church, Knoxville, Tenn.; October 13- 

15—Great Smoky Mountain Bible Confer- 

ence, Bryson City, N. C.; October 16-18— 

Cobb Homestead, Bellview section, Mur- 

phy, N. C.; October 23-25—Church of the 

Open Door, Oak Ridge, Tenn. 

L. SALE-HARRISON, Bible Teacher and 
Writer: October |-6—First Baptist Church, 
Richmond, Ohio; October 8-13 — Trinity 
Baptist Church, Marion, Ohio; October 15- 
20—Soul's Harbor, Columbus, Ohio; Oc- 
tober 22-27—Olivet Evangelical Church, 
Muskegon, Mich.: October 29-November | 
—Central Baptist Church, Brantford, On- 
tario, Canada. 
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of the creation God has said, “Let 
us make man in our image, after our 
likeness” (Gen. 1:26). Some frivo- 
lous readers have objected that 
there is a contradiction here, and 
that since God is Spirit, God could 
not make man in His own image. 
The difficulty disappears in a flash 
when we realize that the image of 
God in which man was made has 
nothing to do with his bodily form, 
but is rather in his moral and intel- 
lectual likeness, and especially in 
the fact that man is, himself, a 
trinity. 

The Lord Jesus Christ told the 
woman at the well that God is 
Spirit, and they that worship Him 
must worship Him in spirit and in 
truth (Jn. 4:24). Men have formed 
their objections in two ways; one, 
they have objected that man is phy- 
sical, and that therefore the Old 
Testament idea of God is that of a 
primitive anthropomorphic God, 
which really means, God made in 
the image of man, and, two, they 
have objected that there can be no 
image of a spirit. There is no doubt 
whatsoever that millions of people 
have an idea of God made in the 
image of man, but the Bible teaches 
no such thing. There are, of course, 
many figures of speech in the Bible 
concerning God acting toward men 
in a way that seems to be a human 
way. We read of the eye of the Lord 
that runs to and fro through the 
whole earth; of the arm of the Lord 
that is not shortened that He can- 
not save; of the ear of the Lord 
which is not heavy ‘that it cannot 
hear; of the feet of the Lord which 
shall tread the winepress of the 
fierce wrath of God. We read that 
He has cast our sins behind His 
back, that His heart is moved to- 
wards us, and that His mouth has 
spoken the eternal word. Do we 
then have a God made in the image 
of man? Is He some strange giant 
form, off somewhere in the universe? 
Of course not. The Bible has many 
figures of speech and they are easily 
comprehended as figures of speech. 
In the Psalms there is a comforting 
figure which says that God “shall 
cover thee with His feathers and un- 
der His wings shalt thou trust” (Ps. 
91:4). Nobody dares draw from 
this concept that God is a bird. 

The image of God which was 
placed upon man, and which man 
lost in the fall, is a spiritual image. 
Man, like God, is a trinity. A tree 
has a body, but no soul or spirit. 
An animal, as the Hebrew indicates 
definitely, has a body and a soul 
(nephesh) but no spirit. Man, how- 


ever, is a soul, and he has a body 
* 





and he has a spirit. Thus we were 
created in the image of God. When 
man sinned he lost a great deal of 
the image. The spirit fell into the 
soul, as the third floor of a bombed 
house may fall into the second floor, 
and cracks may show in the walls of 
the first floor. Unregenerate man 
lost the divine spirit, even his re- 
ligion is of the soul, soulish, natural. 

If we are to be changed, it must 
be by the work of the third person 
of the Godhead, the Spirit of Holi- 
ness, the Holy Spirit, who is the 
agent of God for the re-formation 
of the being of the believer. As soon 
as a man becomes a believer in 
Christ he has a new spirit, created 
from above, and put upon him by 
the Holy Spirit. We are made par- 
takers of the divine nature (2 Pet. 
1:4) . We “have put on the new man, 
which is renewed in knowledge after 
the image of Him that created him” 
(Col. 3:10). It is “the new man, 
which after God is created in right- 
eousness and true holiness” (Eph. 
4:24). For the believer it is true to 
say, “As we have borne the image of 
the earthy, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly” (1 Cor. 
15:49). 

We do not pretend to understand 
God. If anyone could fully under- 
stand God he would be like God. 
The day is coming when we shall 
know even as we are known. While 
we wait we can sing that great hymn 
of the Trinity: 

Come, Thou Almighty King... 
Come, Thou Incarnate Word .. . 
Come, Holy Comforter .. . 

To the great One in Three, 
Eternal praises be. 

Hence evermore. 

His sovereign majesty 

May we in glory see, 

And to eternity 

Love and adore. 





READING THE BIBLE 


A Cambridge student, of nineteen, 
writing to his younger brother at 
school, advised him to get up a little 
Bible-reading among boys so disposed, 
and added :— 

“You will know the most convenient 
time, don’t have it when you are 
sleepy. I know you will like me to sug- 
gest one or two things. Always begin 
with asking God’s blessing on the 
Word read; and do read expecting to 
find some treasure, something to carry 
away with you; it is always there if 


you seek. 

“I firmly believe the greatest thing 
toward walking faithfully is reading 
the Bible. Also make it always cheer- 
ful so that all may keep up the interest. 

“This Word is to make its home in 
the inner room of the soul.” 
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CHINA 


is having the worst 
famine in 100 years. 


President Truman 
Laramie, Wyoming, May 9, 1950 


Homeless, starving famine refugees from the countryside 
beg food on the streets of Chinese cities, themselves bare with 


famine. 


Thousands die of starvation in the streets every day— 


Christians among them. 


EVANGELICAL RELIEF 


The NAE War Relief Commission for years has been the chan- 
nel through which evangelical Christians in America have poured 
life-saving food, clothing, and money into Europe to help count- 
less thousands of war victims there. Now the World Relief Com- 
mission—the same organization renamed to describe its larger 
field—has entered China to help our fellow Christians in this 


time of famine and desolation. 





Its Our Help—Or None 


For most of these Chinese Christians, the help American 
Christians give them is likely to be all the help they will 
receive. Especially is this true of the missionary institu- 
tions they are trying to keep going to care for great num- 
bers of orphans. 

The situation is desperate with our brethren. Our relief 
often means the difference between life and death. 

Fortunately, the rate of exchange enables every dollar 
you give to do the work of $5.00 in China in purchasing 
food and clothing. And only money can pass through the 
“Bamboo Curtain.” 


For the past 100 years, Christian missionaries have been 
going into China with a prayer on their lips and a song in 
their hearts. Today, they are being forced to leave with 
tears in their eyes and sorrow in their souls. Has their 
labor been in vain? 

Christ’s witness in China cannot be destroyed unless 
the witnesses perish. They will not perish if we come to 
their rescue NOW. 

The door GOD has opened in China by a strange provi- 
dence to the World Relief Commission is both a challenge 
and a responsibility. Will YOU help us? 


“Behold I have set before thee an open door, and 
no man can shut it’’--Revelation 3:8 


Write for INFORMATION and 


Send MONEY CONTRIBUTIONS 


send CLOTHING to: only to: 
FRANK D. LOMBAR J. WILLISON SMITH, JR. 
Director Treasurer 
536 West 46th Street Cae 2124 Lincoln-Liberty Bldg. 
New York 19, New York ee Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 


WORLD RELIEF COMMISSION 


of the National Association of Evangelicals 
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LITTLE 
IRRESISTIBLE 


That heathen children like 
this might hear the Gospel, 
and accept our Saviour, 


THE NYASA MISSION 


trains born-again natives 
to teach and minister the 
Word in African villages 
where there are no mission- 
aries. 


You can support a full-time NATIVE EVANGELIST for 
$50 per year. Your gift will go in its entirety for the sup- 
port of “your” native worker. 


Write: J. A. MAWHINNEY, JR., THE NYASA MISSION 


HARRY J. JAEGER 


50 WEST 50th STREET, NEW YORK 20, N. Y. 





COUNCIL OF REFERENCE: 


ERLING C. OLSEN RICHARD WOIKE 














Please mention ETERNITY when writing our advertisers. 
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This Autumn “OUR HOPE?” presents .. . 


THREE GREAT 
PROPHETIC SERIES! 


Dr. H. A. trenside 


Bible Teacher 





Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
Teacher, Auther 


1. Revelation: Verse -by- Verse. 


Beginning thrilling expository articl o-date, sound. 
ly practical, spititual, and inspirational by Dr 


2: _Re-Thinking ¢ the Rapture. 
pong ad Sch ler E slish, “Sditoriechicf of the Pilariae Bible ned 
nA lg oe uy ng or-in of the Pilgrim Bible and 


3. Current Events in the light of the Bible 


The universally-loved Bible scholar Dr. Wilbur M. Smith brings Bible 
truth related to your newspaper headlines. otitis 


Also, OUR HOPE is packed with expository teaching from leading Preachers 

and teachers: Dr. Herbert Lockyer presents ‘“‘Daily Bible Treasury”; Leh- 

man Strauss offers a series “The Great Sevens of Scripture; Philip R. 

Newell writes “Daniel”; plus Question Box, Book Reviews, Editorials, etc. 
NOW—9 Issues—only be 
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OUR HOPE Magazine 
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Get-Acquainted { Dept. E, Box 146, Waretown, New Jersey 
offer: : Enclosing $2.00 for nine-issue SPECIAL get-acquainted 
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Publisher : ae en eee ne a eeD 
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Dr. E. Schuyler 
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Here we print the prayer requests of 


our readers. If you have a real bur- 
den and will promise to pray with us 
for all of the requests set forth here, 
write to us. We will assign a number 
to your request and print it. 

When you know that God has an- 
swered, tell us and we will give Him 


- the praise together. Let us share with 


you in your thanksgiving that His 
name may be glorified and that the 
faith of many may be strengthened. 


KEPT BY FAITH 


A reader who secured a place to 
live through asking for prayer when 
writing to The Bible Study Hour 
writes in gratitude for this aid, and 
rejoices in his deliverance from se- 
rious injury in a fall during an epi- 
leptic seizure. 


29 


Pray for “a Christian Scientist who 
has come under deep conviction to 
know the truth of the Gospel.” 


30 


A reader in Aberdeen, Maryland, 
asks that others join her in prayer 
for the safe-keeping of a nephew 
who is a pilot in our air force on 
active duty in Korea. He has been 
reported missing in action. 





The Missionary Society of the Grace 
Bible Church in Nacogdoches, Texas, 
needs old, used bed sheets. The wom- 
en use them to roll bandages and also 
to make wipes (3 or 4 inch squares) 
for medical work on the various mis- 
sion fields. 

They would be pleased to receive one 
sheet or more from anyone willing to 
send them. Nearly every mission has 
bandages on their lists of needs. Thus 
far they have been able to send a box 
of bandages (in each carton we include 
some wipes) to the Central American 
Mission; the Gospel Missionary Union, 
Kansas City; Mid Missions; the Latin 
American Mission and the Africa In- 
land Mission as well as the Sudan In- 
terior Mission, 


OctToser 1950 
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MEETING A NEED — 
WHERE A NEED EXISTS 


HERE are many thousands of missionaries on lonely outstations whose only 
contact with expository preaching is from the pages of a few books which 
have been read many times. To these soldiers of the cross, ETERNITY 
Magazine can bring a real feast in the Word of God. 

One missionary to Africa writes: 


‘A fellow missionary on our station loaned me a copy of ETERNITY 
not long ago and I thoroughly enjoyed every word. While rereading 
some of the articles I wished so very much that some members of my 
family could read it too. In these days of uncertainty this wonderful 
magazine is running over with promise and comfort for the Christian.” 


The ETERNITY GIFT FUND is sending this missionary ETERNITY 
because one of our readers has made it possible to thus provide a source of 
blessing. The Gift Fund sends subscriptions to Christian workers all over 
the world who would otherwise never have the opportunity of receiving fresh 


messages each month. 

This ministry exists because some of our readers want to share with Christian 
workers who are not able to subscribe. Each dollar given to the Gift. Fund is 
multiplied as the worker passes on the messages to those whom he seeks to 


reach for Christ. 


Ir You WisH To SHARE IN THis Work, SEND Your GIFT To: 


ETERNITY GIFT FUND 


BOX 2000, PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


Gifts are deductible for income tax purposes. 
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in these days of urgency in 

ng God’s Word to a 
needy world, it is important 
to get the best in Bible 
training. Whether or not you 
guessed right in the quiz 
(see correct answers below), 
consider these facts about 
Moody Bible Institute—known 
the world over as a center 
of Bible teaching: 


this little 


help you!) 


More young people have been 
trained at Moody and sent into Christian 
work than by any other Bible School. ¢ Thousands are 
serving as home missionaries, pastors, evangelists, Christian educa- 
tion directors and gospel musicians... e Because of the thorough training 
given at Moody, many foreign mission boards look to the Institute for a large 
percentage of their personnel. (More than 2,200 Moody-trained mis- 
sonaries are on the field today, serving in 92 countries under 180 de- 
nominational and independent boards.) e Instruction by consecrated, 
able teachers is put into practice through Moody's comprehensive prac- 
tical Christian work assignments. Don't these facts prove to you that 
Moody is the school to get your training? Join 
the many thousands God has called into His 
work, who have received training at this 
“West Point"’ of Christian service. Write to- 
day for an illustrated catalog. Address Dept. 


OODY 


820 N. LA SALLE STREET CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 
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